| Poultry Showmanship -
As in most showmanshlp classes, judging will be on your k:nowledge and the way.
you present and prepare your bird fot judging

Exhibitor
- Appearance
Poise
. Spesking ablhty-conﬁdence attitude, clanty .
. Knowledge about your bird _ . - .
General poultry knowledge

Bird. ' : S

' Quiality of your bird-comparison to the ‘standard’ (if your bird has  :
shortcomings, but it is the best bird you own, go ahead and show the
bird. You can show that you are knowledgeable about the standard by
pointing out the faults in your bird and discussing what needs
nnprovement Matket birds such as broilers and roasters are judged
. oh size, condition, conformation and pen uniformity.

- Condition .of your bird-feather condltlon health, physical condmon

Show preparation of your bird

Handling your bird |
Holding and Carrying the bird
Putting bird in cage .

- ‘Taking bird out of the cage
 ‘Examining your bird"
~ Posing the bird

Individuals should be dressed neatly with dark pants or jeans and a clean, ironed, long-sleeved
white shirt or show jacket. A clean white t-shirt is also acceptable for county fairs. Be polite,
look at the judge and don’t be afiaid to ask questions if you don‘t undetstand somethmg or are
not sure what he would like you to do. Showmanship judges en_; oy seeing interest and enthusiasm
in the youth and will help you do your best.

Each exhibitor presents themselves and their bird to a judge on an individual basis, Times will be
posted when the showmanship judge will be available. Make sure you approach him for judging
within that time frame; usually the line is not too long. Members are judged on their ability to
show the bird to its best advantage and should be prepared to answer questxons

- Careful preparation is necessary. Calmness of the bird is important, so start working with the bird
you will use for showmanship several weeks before fair time. The bird you use for showmanship
may be a bird used for other poultry classes, or a bird specifically selected for the showmanship




may be a bird used for other ggugtgy,elgee%‘,or{g zbugg spepifioally. sglected for the showmanship
clags. Be sure your, b1rd .has no parasxtes like. mltes or, 1c is 2 good represent!atxve of. 1t‘s breed, B
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clean and can be ¢ easﬂy hand[ed by you-conmjder sxz{e of; exhlbitor and the Bifd,
(O PR T S ot <~*"'!,- Fir ey Pl .

Individuals should be prepared to answer various questions about the parts: of your bird,
production, health, nutrition, selection, breeding, purpose and the history of your bird: as weéll -as!
general poultry questions. Sometimes a judge will simply ask you to tell him abeyt your bird. The
judge will not ask you many questions, but be prepared to answer his questions the beet that you
can-be confident (even if you don‘t fee} eonﬁdept) Be sure to know the breed d, e;; and age of
your bird as well as where you purchased it. Most of the tnne a Judge asks diﬂ'erent qgesttons to

each exhibitor. He will often inquire how long you have shown poultry, ‘anid follow up by askmg a

senior exhibitor more advanced questlons than he would an- mfennediete or Jumor t

You should handle your bird correctly in a natural, comfortable safe way, while at the same time:
allowmg the Jngq t0.eg, what, theylare lookmg for Your 4-H poultty hten;atpre will;show you the

_____ . -u‘?.‘

ot TN

Removmg Your Bird fromi 4 Cage, e

Ofteti feathers ate plilled Gut broken; ‘or rufflett when bifdd are’ removéd from’ ohébs Itis
impossible for a bird reteiving rough tredtmert to shivw to:its bestadvantage. Avoid damaged
feathers and: co,nﬁ'oleyour bird more-easily. by rémoving the b;rds properly, Bé sugeito praotrce this
with your birds prior to show time. R NI S TI TNTR e
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Reach into cage and turn the bird so its head faces the door

Place your right hand on the bird's back and grasp | 1t S leﬂ: wmg Wiih your ﬁnger
Slide or lift the bird toward the door -- head fifst' = i
Place your left hand(palin upward) under the breast and claspit’s legs betWeen Your
index, middle and ring fingers, hold the bird's wing: down'with jout thumb. Kiéeping
your'right hand on top, 1lift the bird out of the cage. If the bird fs large.:you may eradle
it in your arm, keeping your left hand around the legs with your fmgers on the breast
and wing. Placing the birds head under your arm will also help calm a *flighty’ bird,
X ‘;A;ways remember to close the cage door aftel: you have removed your bll'd
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i _Wheﬁ retunung the bn‘d back irito the ¢ cage keejb one hand on top, one hand on the boitom,
i and hﬁ the bu'd m g_ead first. '
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-« Sample Showmanshlp Questions... -
NOTE showmanshlp questlons are not limited to these, they are only samples of the types of
-questions- you may be asked! :

*In order for a female to lay eggs, does she need the presence of a male?

: HO _ .
*What is the function of the vent? Is it common to all types of poultry?
all poultry-have one, it’s function is the opening where the egg, uric acid and feces exit
What are the following: pullet, hen, cockerel, rooster, duck, drake, goose, gander, tom?,
p-young fe chicken, h-mature fe chicken, c-young m chicken, r-mature m chicken,
die-female dhick, dri-male duck, gs-f goose, gdr-m goose, tom-m tr;rkey
*What is the importance 6f calcium in the diet of laying hens? '
needed for the calcium in the égg shell
“What precautions must be taken when you introduce new birds to your flock?
check for disease, quarentine for about 3 weeks, re-check for symptoms
*What are the different characteristics between adult male and female chickens, (ducks, geese,
turkeys)? chickens-m:long sharp hackle feathers, saddle feathers and sickles on tail,
" f-short, blunt hackle feathers, no saddle feathers or szckles on the tml
*How many eggs could a hen potentlally lay in one year? ‘
365 -onea day
*Why-does a judge ask to see the feet and legs of birds?
check for deformity, disease and parasites
*What is the function of the preen gland and where is it Iocated‘?
itis Ioca:‘ed near the base of the tail, it’s function is fo produce an oily mbsz‘ance Ihat
the” bBirdusés towipe on it’s feathers for preenmg helps to waterproof waz’erj’owls Jfeathers '
*What is the purpose of the breed of poultry you are using for showmarniship?
meat productzon egg prodiction, dual purpose, omamentalfexhtbmon .

 *Wht color ¢ggs does your breed of bird1ay? -

white earlobe-white, red earlobe-brown exceptions and others, green, pink, etc. ‘
*How many primary and secondary flight f‘eathers do most chmkens have?
" 10 prifaary ‘and 14-18 secondary ‘
’*What are three functions of the comb and wattles? : B
 help regulate body temperature, sex dj _]j‘erentmﬁon breed Identwﬁcatzon
*WHhat are basic signs of good health in your poultry? '
alert, active, clear é eyes, good mamire consistency and, ﬁee Srom exiemal parasztes
*What is the difference between a broiler, a roaster and a cap on? _
broiler-young nieat birds processed at(6-8) WES of age, roasters-(10-14) wks of age,
" capon-castr: ated meat bird (1 8-20) wks of age .
*Where is the crop on a chicken and what is it’s purpose? ‘
‘ an enlargemeént of the esophagus just above the junction of the boafy cavnj«‘ It holds food
that the bird eats and slowly releases it into the digestive track.

‘ *How can you tell if baby chicks under a brooder or heat lamp have the proper temperaturé?

- they are spread ont evenly and not bunchmg up in one spot they are active and fatrly
qitiet
How can you tell a male turkey from a female turkey? by beard and size of bird




*How many eyehds does a chicken have? 3 one from the top, one from the bottom and one
clear one that goes from the center outward
What are some major external parasites of poultry, how do you check for them and treat them?
Lice and mites, check for them under the wing, near preen gland neck
How is Salmonella pullorum spread or transmitted?..
through the egg either from the organisms in the ovary or by contact of ny"ecz‘ed mianure
in the next box
What disease of poultry should small flock owners be partlcularly aware of that can cause high'
mortality, especially to commercial poultry growers?
- Avian Influenza
If you saw a lot of manure stammg on the feathers just below the vent what health related,
problem would you suspect? Why is it a problem and how can it be treated? .
diarrhea, the bird will get dehydrated, provide electrolytes; water and determine why the
bird has it - high load of worms, coccidiosis or bacterial infection of the gut
Name three nutrients that chickens and other poultry require each day. '
' ‘Water,-oxygen, protein, carbolydrate, fat, minerals and vitamins .
Which nutrient other than oxygen should poultry have access to at all tlmes?
water
What are the signs of ‘molt’ relative to poultry and why is 1t nnportant? Lo
loss of feathers, stop of egg laying, it venews bird for another reproduction cycle
What three things need to be supplied when using an incubator to hatch eggs?
heat, humidity, turning of the eggs
How long are the incubation periods for chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese? - |
¢-21 days, t-28 days, d-28 days, g-30-32 days, muscovey ducks 33-35 dqys
Often in breeding flocks there is a loss of feathers noticed on the lower back and back of the head
of some females. What is the usually the cause of this? - :
the male has been mating with the females "
Many starter feeds for chickens are labeled as ‘medicated’. What is the medlcatlon and why iz it
inthe feed?  Amprolium or Coban - helps bird buld immunity to Cocczd:oszs
a disease of the digestive tract
* If when checking the legs of yout chicken you find that the scales on the shank are crusty, bumpy
and swollen, what might the problem be? How can it be treated?
- scaly leg mites - dust with malathion or dip legs in gasoline and‘or coat with vaseline
To keep your flock laying eggs year round, what key factor needs to be contro]led or altered to .-
meet the needs of the bird?
light - minimum of 16 hours of light per day, year ‘round _
What gaseous product can be produced in manure that can be harmﬁJI to pouItry’?
_ anmmonia
*Where is the axial feather found and how many does achicken have?
on wing between primary and secondary flight feathers, one axial on each wmg
*What is the main difference in starter, grower and layer food for chicks, pullets and laying hens?
. the protein levels...starter 18-19% CP, grower 14-15% CP, layer 16-17% CP

B

* indicates questions are snitable for novice or intermediate levels




Poultry Showm anship

' Name/Nvmber ' Grdde/pi'vision. '

- Duate
Name of Show ~ Judge
Appearance of the Animal (20}
Appearance and Attitude of Exhibitor (25)
Handling and Coritrol of the Animall [25)
Knowledge and Examination of Bird (30)
(100)

Total Points

No’ce‘s? :




Poultry Showmanship

: Class Show Location
/ ’
. ’ Personal " Personal q . Pre-Show .
Name Score ?ﬁnam Presentation Preparedness Bird Iw:mw__:m 15 Selection/Care of w:wﬂwﬂwﬂw_wﬁmﬂo:
20pts P Bird 15pts .

\ 15pts
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Connecticut 4.4 pPOULTRY SHOWMANSHIP RULES

Cooperative Extension System

Poultey shows in the past consisted of birds being
displayed in cages and the birds being judged on their
conformational merits, As one can imagine, this left
little opportunity for interaction with the owners or the
public. Today, more shows are incorporating a
showmanship section to their shows, Each individual
presents their bird to the judge in a way that
demonstrates the bird’s best production qualities. The
judge can ask questions of each exhibitor and the
owners can learn from the experience of the judge. 4-H
has incorporated this into their protocol for poultry
showmanship. Unlike a standard poultry show, the 4-H
exhibitor is not judged on the merits of the bird in this
section of the show, but is judged on his/her ability o
show the bird to its best advantage.

Careful preparation prior to the show is necessary to
be an effective show person. The calmness of the bird
is a reflection of how much the bird has been handled
and worked with prior to the show. As a show-person
it is imperative that you start working with your bird
several weeks prior to the show by handling them and
practicing the different holds. To acclimate your bird
to the washing routine, wash your bird several times

during the wecks betfore the show. However, DO NOT
wash your bird the day before the show, because birds
need a full 48 hours to re-oil their feathers and look
their best.

Check your birds for external parasites, such as lice or

- miles, and treat immediately if found. NO BIRDS wilt

be allowed at poultry shows with signs of parasites,

Showman should be prepared to answer various
questions relative to production, health, nutrition,
breeding, etc. about their birds and poultry in general.
Showman should dress neatly in clean black or white
pants and a white shirt with some sort of appropriate
tie, A piece of black ribbon is fine for girls. The most
inportant thing is that on the day of the show you
handle your bird in a natural and comfortable way for
both you and the bird, and at the same time allowing
the judge to see what they are looking for. It is best
to choose a bird proportional to your size. For
example, bantam birds are better suited for younger,
smaller youth. To help you show your bird to its best
advantage we have developed the following
procedures as the basis for correct handling.

HANDLING THE BIRD FOR SHOWMANSHIP

Removing the bird from the cage:

To remove the bird from the cage, reach in and pin the bird
down and turn it so its head is facing the door. Place one hand
beneath the body with the index finger between the legs and the
remaining fingers grasping one leg and the thumb the other.
Place your other hand on the back and remove the bird head
first. Remember to always close the cage door after removing
the bird.




Carrying the bird:

Still hotding the bird as described above, and shown to the right,
place the bird’s head into the crook of your arm or with the head
under your arm.  You may place your hand on the back of the
bird to control it, as required.

Posing the bird:

Pose the bird standing upright on the table. It is up to the judge
which way to face the bird. Once the bird is posed and set, step
back from the table with your hands behind your back while the
judge inspects the bird.

Showing the head:

With the bird posed on the table facing the judge, place one hand
under the neck of the bird, gently stroking the beak with your
thumbnail until you achieve the desired position. To show the left
side of the head use your right hand and vice- versa,

Showing the wings:

Pose the bird facing the judge placing one hand on the back.
With your other hand reach under the head and neck and grasp
the front (wing bow) of the wing and spread the wing to show all
the feathers clearly.

Width of the body:

Present the bird, with oufstretched arms, to the judge tail first
and span the widest portion of the back over the hip bones with
your fingers. Lift your hand off the back, keeping fingers at the
width of the bird to show the judge.




Flexibility of the pubic bones:

Present the bird, with outstretched arms, to the judge tail first,
tipping the head downward. Show the flexibility by gently

squeezing the pubic bones together with the thumb and index
finger,

Width of the pubic bones:

Present the bird, with outstretched arms, to the judge tail first,
tipping the head downward. Show the width by placing the hand
over the top of the vent and placing as many fingers as will fit
between the pubic bones, then telling the judge the number of

ﬁ nerArce

Depth of the body:

Present the bird, with outstretched arms, to the judge tail first,
tipping the head downward. Show the depth by placing the hand
over the abdomen and placing as many fingers as will fit
between the pubic bones and the tip of the keel, then telling the
judge the number of fingers.

Showing the vent:

Present the bird, with outstretched arms, to the judge, tail first
with the head down. Place your hand over the vent and using
the index and second fingers spread the feathers to clearly
display the vent.

Showing the preen gland;

You may be asked to show the uropygial (preen) gland. Present
the bird, with outstretched arms, to the judge, tail first using the
index and second fingers to spread the feathers from the base of
the tail, exposing the preen gland.




Showing the under-color of the feathers:
Under-color of the feathers can be shown in two positions,

Under-color of the back:

Present the bird, with outstretched arms, to the judge tail first
with the tail facing down. Stroke the feathers on the back
toward the head displaying the under-color.

Under-color of the breast:

By grasping the bird’s legs in one hand, hold the bird’s back to
your chest, head up. With the other hand, sweep the feathers of
the breast upwards, revealing the under-color of the feathers.

Showing the breastbone:

Using the same hold as described for the under-color of the
breast, use your index finger and second finger to spread the
feathers and expose the breastbone,

Showing feet and legs:

Show feet and legs by placing the bird’s back against your chest,
as described for showing the breast, with head up, holding one
leg in one hand. With your other hand show the top of the feet
and legs and then the bottom. Lastly flex the toes. Switch
hands to show the other leg.

Walking the bird:

You may be asked to walk the bird around the table to show leg
movement and indications of lameness. You must practice this
maneuver until your bird easily walks with a minimum of
coaxing,.




Placing the bird into the cage:

Return your bird to its cage by carrying it as previously described
and placing the bird into the cage head-first, closing the door
afterward. Return to the table to await further instructions or
dismissal by the judge.

Produced by Dv. Michael J. Darre, Ph.D., P.A.S. Departinent of Animal Science, University of Connecticut, 3636
Horsebarn Road Ext., Unit 4040 Storrs, CT 06269-4040. Phone 860-486-1008. midarre@@canr.uconn.edu.

The University of Connecticut is an Equal Opportunity Employer.




Showmanship Age Groups
3. 5" grades junior
6™ - 8" grades intermediate
9™ grade and up senior

Sample Showmanship Questions...
NOTE: showmanship questions are not limited to these, they are only samples of the types of questions you may be
asked!

What is the function of the vent? Is it common to all types of poultry?
all poultry have one, function is the opening where the egg, uric acid and feces exit

*What are the following: pullet, hen, cockerel, rooster, duck, drake, goose, gander, tom?
p-young fe chicken, h-mature fe chicken, c-young m chicken, r-mature m chicken,
dk-female duck, drk-male duck, gs-f goose, gdr-m goose, tom-m turkey

*What precautions must be taken when you introduce new birds to your flock?
check for disease, quarentine for about 3 weeks, re-check for symptoms

*What are the different characteristics between adult male and female chickens, (ducks, geese,
turkeys)?  chickens-m.long sharp hackle feathers, saddle feathers and sickles on tail,

Jshort, blunt hackle feathers, no saddle feathers or sickles on the tail

*Why does a judge ask (o see the feet and legs of birds?
check for deformity, disease and parasites

What is the function of the preen gland and where is it located?

' it is located near the base of the tail, it’s function is to produce an oily substance that the
bird uses to wipe on ii's feathers for preening, helps to waterproof waterfowls feathers

*What is the purpose of the breed of poultry you are using for showmanship?
meat production, egg production, dual purpose, ornamental/exhibition -

How many primary and secondary flight feathers do most chickens have?

10 primary and 14-18 secondary

What are three functions of the comb and wattles?
help regulate body temperature, sex differentiation, breed identification

*What are basic signs of good health in your poultry, what are signs of illness?

Alert, active, clear eyes, good manure consistency and free from external parasites
Watery eyes, snuffy nostrils or breathing problem, emaciated, puffed out feathers,
hunched over, diarrhea

*What is the difference between a broiler, a roaster and a capon?
broiler-young meat birds processed at(6-8) wks of age, roasters-(10-14) wks of age,
capon-castrated meat bird (18-20) wks of age

Where is the crop on a chicken and what is it’s purpose?
an enlargement of the esophagus just above the junction of the body cavity. It holds Jood
that the bird eats and slowly releases it into the digestive track.

*How can you tell if baby chicks under a brooder or heat lamp have the proper temperature?
they are spread out evenly and not bunching up in one spol, they are active and fairly
guiet

How many eyelids does a chicken have? 3 - one from the fop, one from the botiom and one
clear one that goes from the center outward

*What are some major external parasites of poultry, how do you check for them and treat them?




Lice and mites, check for them under the wing, near preen gland, neck

How is Saimonella pullorum spread or transmitted?
through the egg either from the organisms in the ovary or by contact of infected manure
in the next box : : )

*What disease of poultry should small flock owners be particularly aware of that can cause high
mortality, especially to commercial poultry growers? :
Avian Influenza _

If you saw a lot of manure staining on the feathers just below the vent, what health related
problem would you suspect? Why is'it a problem and how can it be treated?
diarrhea, the bird will get dehydrated, provide electrolytes, water and determine why the
bird has it - high load of worms, coccidiosis or bacterial infection of the gut

Name three nutrients that chickens and other poultry require each day.
water, oxygen, protein, carbohydrate, fat, minerals and vitamins

*Which nutrient other than oxygen should poultry have access to at all times?
waler '

“What three things need to be supplied when using an incubator to hatch eggs?
heat, humidity, turning of the eggs

*How long are the incubation periods for chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese?
¢-21 days, 1-28 days, d-28 days, g-30-32 days, muscovey ducks 33-35 days

Often in breeding flocks there is a loss of feathers noticed on the lower back and back of the head
of some females. What is the usually the cause of this?
the male has been mating with the females

Many starter feeds for chickens are labeled as ‘medicated’. What is the medication and why is it

. in the feed? Amprolium or Coban - helps bird buld immunity to Coccidiosis, a

disease of the digestive tract =

If when checking the legs of your chicken you find that the scales on the shank are crusty, bumpy
and swollen, what might the problem be? How can it be treated?
scaly leg mites - dust with malathion or dip legs in gasoline and/or coat with Vaseline

What gaseous product can be produced in manure that can be harmful to poultry?
ammonia '

*Where is the axial feather found and how many does a chicken have?
on wing between primary and secondary flight feathers, one axial on each wing

What is the main difference in starter, grower and layer food for chicks, pullets and laying hens?
the protein levels...starter 18-19% CP, grower 14-1 5% CP, layer 16-17% CP

*Know the parts of your bird, the sex, what class you are showing it in and any disqualifications
it might have.

* indicates questions are suitable for novice levels and up
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Poultry
Showmanship
Steps

1. Carrying the Bird

Bird kept balenced
and upright on the
pafm ¢f the hand
wilh head between
the arm and body or
if smatl agatnst the
carder's body. The
othar hand ras!s on
the bird's back,

2. Posing the Bird
Bird shown on lable -

in alerl pasilion wilh
tail flufled, head and
beak ralsed,
leathars
srnooth,
wingsin

normal

3. Examining Head

Bird raised 1o
shaukier keight with
Iree hand used to
move head, Bird
lurmed end other
side examing),

4, Examlning
. Wings

First wing spraad by
grauping wing tip
with fras hand and
pulling. Second wing
examined by placing
iree hand across
body of bird and
applying pressura lo
last vdng joint wilh
thumb and fingers 1o
extend wing,

5. Examining
Undercaior

Finger tips used o
gently pul tops of
lealhers “against the
geain®

B. showing Width

of Body

Thumb and index
finger of free hand

‘placed across the

bird’s bedy direclly
behird the base of
tha vings 1o
determine width anxd
shape of the body.

7. Checking the

Breasl

Bird's head held
dovmward with its
back against
showperson. Free
hardl used lo
measure breast
bone and examine
keel for straighiness,
breast blisters,
indentations or other
delects,

http://www‘spencerfair.org/poult'ry_showmanship_step's.htm
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Showmanship Steps ' Page 2 of 2
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Poultry Showmanship Steps icoxwss

A
8. Keasuring Depth of g. Measuring Widih of 10. Examining Feetand -
~Abdomen Puble Bones Legs
Vent oxamined and depth of As many fingers of free Bird held against )
atdomen measured by < hand a5 I5 easlly possible showparson's body and
placing as many fingers of placed betwean the lps of Jreehand usad to examine
the frag hand as possible the publc bones, all parts. Bird swiveled to
batween the tip of lhe kee! exarning front of feet and
and the puble bones. lags.
COMMON COMB TYPES
Polnts
Blads {
Base Comb 2 Haad
NosuH Eve N {—. " Faol
Baak ' \ Eac o : flose
Wattle Y Hackd Saddie X .
. o CRH
Eront of backls vt KR - Cope Sickie
Shoulde !f | Back | #Aaln tail Teathars
Wing bow TP Smallec sickiss
Wing front ¥ SN ) f . Talt coverts
Braast " \ 1 \\\“ A EAILIA Baddts feathery
Wing covaris ¢ :
Secondaries T ) ! i -~ Primary flights
1
Primary ovirti AR Body Feathars __wnde., st
Thish & Flutt ; g .
shank ' Hock Vshapad comb
. Spur \‘g 13 Besk
Tor . , - Ball of foot % [IRYT Wattls
Tos nait - Whiskers of beard

27
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