
CURT MUELLER

CEO and founder of Mueller Sports
Medicine

Address: 1 Quench Drive, Prairie du
Sac

Education: Bachelor’s degree in
pharmacy from UW-Madison

Family: Three children: Brett,
president of Mueller Sports Medicine;
Ginger Mueller-Mann, vice president
of the company’s Western region; Jeff
Mueller, vice president of team brand
promotions; eight grandchildren

Web site: www.muellersportsmed.com

Products: Best known for Quench
Gum, No Glare Strips, Muellergesic
ointment

Founded: 1961

By JANE BURNS
jburns@madison.com
608-252-6440

PRAIRIEDUSAC—With a
company address like 1Quench
Drive, it’s easy to associateMuel-
ler SportsMedicinewith one
product.

But the Prairie du Sac company
goeswell beyond the chewing
gum that prevents cottonmouth.
It has continually adjustedwith
the times and developed new
products to become aworldwide
player in developing andmarket-
ing products ranging fromknee
braces, balms and the ubiquitous

kidney-shaped black patches
under athletes’ eyes.

That’s a longway from the
part-time business CurtMuel-
ler began in the basement of
his father’s pharmacy in down-
townPrairie du Sac.The former
Badgers basketball player began
by selling balms and antiseptic
products for high school teams.

One he developed years ago
continues to find newniches.
Whizzer cleaning solution, first
developed in the 1960s to kill
staph infection onwrestlingmats,
has been approved by theU.S.
Environmental ProtectionAgency
to kill viruses ranging fromHIV to
H1N1 flu.

Mueller is a colorful execu-
tivewhose office door says “The
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EXECUTIVE Q&A Curt Mueller took a long
and winding path to his
successful business.

Mueller Sports Medicine: Not just gum

JANE BURNS – State Journal

Curt Mueller turned a business he began in the basement of the
family pharmacy into a worldwide sports medicine and athletic
training supply company.

MONEY TO THE RESCUE
By JUDY NEWMAN
jdnewman@madison.com
608-252-6156

AnchorBanCorpWisconsinwill
transform froma company that
has been shrinking under the bur-

denof baddebts—and could have been
merged out of existence, industry observ-
ers say— toone
of the finan-
cially strongest
in the state,
strong enough
to perhaps buy
someof its
competitors.

That’s
whatAnchor
executives say,
in thewake
of lastweek’s
proposed
investment deal
valued at up to
$400million to
buymost of the
publicly traded
company just as
federal officials
are tightening
the screws on
theMadison
financial insti-
tution and its
wholly owned
subsidiary,
AnchorBank.

“This is a
major change
in strategic
direction. It’s a
big turnaround
story for the
state,” said
Chris Bauer, a
formerMilwau-
kee bank officialwho cameout of retire-
ment to take over as president and chief
executive ofAnchor BanCorp in June.

Bauer andMarkTimmerman, executive
vice president,metwith a State Journal
reporter onThursday following the an-
nouncement that BadgerAnchorHold-
ings plans to pumpbetween $70million
and $290million intoAnchor andprovide

Anchor BanCorp ready
for ‘change in strategic
direction,’ president says

ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT

Compiled by
Bill Pinkovitz, Professor,
UW-Extension.

QUESTiONS? Contact
Bill Pinkovitz at
bill.pinkovitz@
ces.uwex.edu.

Economic Snapshot
is a weekly feature
provided by the

Today,womenfill half of the jobs in the
United States. TheCurrent Employ-
ment Statistics survey conducted by

theBureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) reports
thatwomen accounted for 65.3million (49.8
percent) of the 131million jobs in theU.S. in
September. TheShriver Report, released in
October,highlights these andother dramatic
changes in the role ofwomen in theU.S. and
how these changes have affected our lives
andwork. Thismonth,Economic Snapshots
will examine theBLSdata cited in the Shriver
Report.

BLSdata reveals someother significant
facts and trends. For example, the65.3

million jobs held bywomen today is greater
than the total number of jobs held bymen
andwomen (58.9million) in theU.S. in 1964.
Today,womenfill almost 3.5 times asmany
jobs than theydid in 1964 (18.8million).

TheBLS calculates current employment
statistics (CES) by surveying employers.
TheCES counts the number of jobs,not the
number of people. Therefore, if a personhas
more than one job, each job is counted in the
total.TheCES includes private andpublic
sector jobs, but does not include farmwork-
ers or self employedpeople in their calcula-
tion.The following graph includes jobs by
gender since 1964.

Women in the
workplace

Week 1: Number of
working women rises

Womenmake up half of U.S. workforce

Source: BLS Current Employment Statistics
survey, http://www.bls.gov/ces/home.htm State Journal

The number of jobs in the United States,
divided by gender
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Photos by CRAiG SCHREiNER – State Journal

Chris Bauer, left, president, chief executive and chairman of Anchor BanCorp and CEO of subsidiary AnchorBank, and Mark Timmerman, Anchor-
Bank president and chief operating officer, say a proposed $400 million infusion from a Chicago area investment group will put the company back
on a growth track.

Anchor BanCorp
restructures

Leaders ofAnchor BanCorpWisconsin
have taken a series of steps since January
to shore up the90-year-old thrift institu-
tion.

Theyhave strengthened the company’s
structure and recruited executiveswith
a variety of financial experience,diluting
the power ofDoug andMarkTimmer-
man, the father and sonwhohave led the
financial institution formanyyears.

DavidOmachinski, amember of the
board of directors,was named leaddirec-
tor, a newposition.Omachinski is a for-
mer president and chief operating officer
ofOshkoshB’Gosh.

Chris Bauer becamepresident and chief
executive officer ofAnchor BanCorp, suc-
ceedingDougTimmerman,who retired.
Bauer alsowas namedCEOof subsidiary
AnchorBank, taking over fromMarkTim-
merman,who is now the bank’s president

ANCHOR
BANCORP BY
THE NUMBERS

• Assets: $4.6 billion

• Deposits: $3.7 billion

• Mortgage loans:
$2.6 billion

• Consumer loans:
$755 million

• Commercial loans:
$168 million

• Customer locations: 73

• Employees: 1,093 (full
time and part time)
including 557 in Dane
County

• Since 1980, Anchor
has acquired 14 savings
& loans and banks in
Wisconsin.

• its default rate for
residential loans, for
single-family homes to
four-unit buildings, is
5 percent, compared
to a state average of 7
percent and national
average of 10 percent,
according to the
Mortgage Bankers
Association.

Source: Anchor
BanCorp; numbers
as of Sept. 30

Please see ANCHOR, Page C5

Anchor BanCorp’s headquarters is at 25 W. Main St. on the Capitol Square. When the 10-story
office building was built in 1964, the project cost $2 million. it was designed by architects from
John J. Flad and Associates and the general contractor was John H. Findorff and Son.Please see CHANGES, Page C4

Please see MUELLER, Page C7


