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Optimizing Production of Grass and Mixed Grass Forages

Using Dairy Manure to Fertilize Forage Stands - Richard Halopka, Extension Clark County

Optimizing Production of Grass and Mixed Grass Forages – Kevin Jarek, Extension Outagamie County

Panel Discussion – Aaron Barclay, 2019 World Forage Superbowl winner and Kevin Jarek

Fine Tuning Conservation – Dan Smith, Nutrient and Pest Management Program Presentation

Wednesdays – January 13 through March 3 – 12:30 to 1:30 pm
Register at https://go.wisc.edu/334pqz
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Optimizing Production of Grass and Mixed Grass Forages - Aaron (Barclay)  
2019 World’s Forage Analysis Superbowl Winner and Kevin Jarek - UW
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Make Sure You are Getting Advice and Grass 
Seed from a Reputable Supplier…
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The Benefits of a Grass/Alfalfa Mix – Fiber Digestibility

• Grass and Legume Mixtures have 
More Total Fiber Compared to 
Alfalfa Alone
• Grass has a Higher Proportion of 

Digestible Fiber than Either 
Alfalfa or Corn Silage Alone
• Grass Can be a Good Fit with 

High Corn Silage Rations Which 
Tend to be Lower in Fiber and 
Higher in Non-Fiber 
Carbohydrates (Grain Portion)

Source: Growing High-Quality Grasses for Dairy Rations Requires Attention to Detail available at 
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/growing-high-quality-grass-for-diary-rations-requires-attention-to-detail/
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Italian Ryegrass Impact on Quality compared to Alfalfa

Source:  Italian Ryegrass as a Companion for Alfalfa Seeding
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https://go.wisc.edu/334pqz
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/growing-high-quality-grass-for-diary-rations-requires-attention-to-detail/
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Italian Ryegrass Seeded into Damaged Alfalfa 7-13-2005
Seymour, WI – Outagamie County
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Download the Hay and Pasture Seeding 
Rate Calculator at: 
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/
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Be Aware that Different Varieties Can Behave 
Quite Differently During the Growing Season
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Depth of Planting Considerations

Source: Ernest Weaver, 
Byron Seeds
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https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/
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Frost Seeding of Grasses – Which Species Work?

Source: Frost Seeding Legumes and Grasses into Established Pastures, Mike Rankin
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Inter-seeding into Damaged Alfalfa Stands
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Inter-seeding into Damaged Alfalfa Stands
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Inter-seeding into Damaged Alfalfa Stands
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Italian Ryegrass as a part of a Cocktail Mix 6-28-20
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Italian Ryegrass as part of a “Cocktail Mix” –
July 2020 – Barclay Farm, Seymour, WI
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Four inches cutting height allows for faster regrowth by 
leaving energy stored in crowns and leaf area for 

photosynthesis.
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When Dealing with Grasses, Cutting Height Matters… 

Source: Growing High-Quality Grasses for Dairy Rations Requires Attention to Detail available at 
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/growing-high-quality-grass-for-diary-rations-requires-attention-to-detail/
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Italian Ryegrass 2nd Cutting Cocktail Mix 
Regrowth 7-28-21
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Source: Fall Seeding Grasses, Dan Undersander
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https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/forage/growing-high-quality-grass-for-diary-rations-requires-attention-to-detail/

