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Ag Plastics Recycling Program Update
Ken Schroeder—Agriculture Agent, Portage County
Revolution Plastics began a statewide
Ag plastics recycling program in Wisconsin in 2016. Currently the program
is keeping over 1 million pounds of Ag
plastics out of landfills or from being
burned on the farm every month. As of
March 2017, Revolution Plastics has
over 2,400 farms on the program. At
present they are distributing about 110
dumpsters per week throughout Wisconsin and Minnesota. Revolution
Plastics provides free use of 8 yard
dumpsters manufactured in Poynette,
Wisconsin and free on-farm pick up of
your Ag plastics.

Adams County: Alana Voss
Agronomy & Nutrient Management
569 N. Cedar, Suite 3
Adams, WI 53910
(608) 339-4237
alana.voss@ces.uwex.edu
Green Lake County: Vacant
571 County Road A, PO Box 3188
Green Lake, WI 54941-3188
(920) 294-4032
Juneau County: Craig Saxe
Dairy & Forage Management
211 Hickory St.
Mauston, WI 53948-1386
(608) 847-9329
craig.saxe@ces.uwex.edu
Marquette County: Lyssa Seefeldt
Livestock Production & Emerging Markets
480 Underwood Avenue, PO Box 338
Montello, WI 53949
(608) 297-3141
lyssa.seefeldt@ces.uwex.edu

This program is a win-win for everyone
involved. It enables farmers to dispose
of their used Ag plastic at no cost, reduces the amount of plastic going to
landfills and reduces the amount of
plastic being illegally burned, while at
the same time recycling the unwanted
material into new products, and provides jobs for Wisconsinites.
Get signed up for your dumpster
today! Dairy and livestock farmers
interested in enrolling in this program
should contact Revolution Plastics by
phone 844-490-7873 or sign up on
their website at: http://
www.revolutionplastics.com/ .

Portage County: Ken Schroeder
Vegetable Production
1462 Strongs Avenue
Stevens Point, WI 54481
(715) 346-1316
ken.schroeder@ces.uwex.edu
Waushara County: Ken Williams
Farm Business Management
Courthouse, 209 S. St. Marie, PO Box 487
Wautoma, WI 54982-0487
(920) 787-0416
ken.williams@ces.uwex.edu
Wood County: Matt Lippert
Dairy & Cranberry Production
Courthouse, 400 Market St.
PO Box 8095
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-8095
(715) 421-8440
matthew.lippert@ces.uwex.edu

University of Wisconsin, State Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.
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New UW-Extension Identification Guide to Toxic
Plants in Forages and Pastures Available
Craig Saxe—Agriculture Agent, Juneau County

While most plants are safe for livestock to consume,
a few plant species can sicken or even kill animals if
ingested. Recognizing poisonous plants and knowing proper livestock management are important
steps in minimizing the potential for poisoning according to Mark Renz, University of WisconsinExtension weed scientist at UW-Madison.

“We often receive questions about toxic plants, the
level of toxicity, and what animals they are toxic to,”
Renz said. “In this new identification guide, we have
close-up pictures of the plants for easy identification, and detailed information on the most common
toxic plants in Midwestern pastures, as well as forage crops.”
In addition to identification information about plants,
the guide provides detailed information on what the toxin is, what
animal species it is toxic to, where
the plant is generally found, what
parts of the plant are toxic and how
long the toxin persists, and what
can be done.
The easy to use, spiral-bound
book, Toxic Plants in Midwest Pastures and Forages, is available

online at The Learning Store https://
learningstore.uwex.edu/. The guide can either be
downloaded for free or a hard-copy purchased.
“Toxicity in plants is a complex issue as it can occur
throughout the year depending on the plant and environmental conditions. Because of this we encourage landowners and animal owners to inform themselves on plant toxicity so they can make the correct
management decision,” Renz warns.
If you suspect plant poisoning in livestock, follow
these recommendations:
• Remove animals from where the plants are pre-

sent and remove any affected feed or forage.
• Contact your veterinarian.
• Survey the area to identify any

plants that may be the potential
source of toxicity. Use a digital
camera to compare the images
to online identification databases
such as http://weedid.wisc.edu/
or published references. You can
also submit unknown images to
your county extension agent to
confirm their identity.

Pasture Management
Craig Saxe—Agriculture Agent, Juneau County
In a pasture environment, managing what we can’t see is
just as important, if not more important, than what we can
see. About half of the growth in a pasture takes place
below the surface of the ground. What we see above the
ground reflects what is going on below. If pasture grasses and legumes are allowed to grow, their root system
also grows. In other words, if two tons of forage dry matter accumulate on the surface, nearly two tons will accumulate under the surface.
When the forage is cut or grazed the root system will get
smaller, as the nutrients in the roots are mobilized to help
the plant grow again. The shorter a pasture is kept, the

more shallow the root system and the more susceptible it
is to drought and winter damage. In a grazing system,
what develops under close grazing are varieties of grasses and legumes that survive better when they are kept
short, the most common ones being bluegrass and white
clover. But even bluegrass and clover won’t hold up if
they are kept too short. Eventually, what begins to show
up are plants that animals don’t prefer to eat. These
plants are able to grow and develop a stronger root system than the grasses around them. A good example
would be thistles.
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Dairy Facility Modernization—Ball Park Estimates
Matt Lippert—Agriculture Agent, Wood County

Note this title doesn’t say expansion, it says modernization! As I get out to dairy operations, even
those that have spent considerable effort on updates I can usually find facilities that are not giving
all to our cattle that they deserve. It may be stall
size, design or surface, ventilation, labor efficiency
or ability to handle and store forages or manure. As
dairy margins remain tight, we often improve by
steps, continually addressing what is now the major
bottleneck in the system. That retrofit that was completed ten years ago and offered vast improvements
for your calves may now be the area that needs to
be improved. It isn’t even that you did it wrong at
that time but as understanding of our cattle’s needs
improve or as new technologies become available
we look at things differently.
Continuous improvement, even by small steps is
how we remain competitive in this difficult market.
Some of the most frequently asked questions in our
office are typical rates for different practices. How
much per acre is standing alfalfa worth? How much
should I charge to chisel plow for my neighbor?
Rental prices and sales price
of farm land are also of great
interest. There are surveys
and numbers for all of these
questions available in our office. Often the answer for you
cannot be found in one number. How is your situation
different from the average?

(insulated)? $25 per square foot. You get the idea.
Again your situation may not be as straight forward
as one number. The market situation this year vs.
2015 when the survey was done, or in our particular
part of the state may differ, but it is a nice place to
start. If you have extra site preparation needs or
special needs to connect or modify to an existing
structure that may make the change more expensive. Knowing what it typically has cost and what
your current contractor or your own labor and materials expense appears to be can be insightful as
well.
You can access the bulletin at this website:
http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/resources/dairy-facilitiesmodernization/
There are about 150 cost estimates of structures,
materials, specialized facilities, etc.
While at the UW-EX dairy website I am sure you will
find other things that are useful and interesting.

Did you know we also have a
resource for costs of dairy
facilities? Cow freestall cost
per stall electric and plumbing not included? $2,500 $3,000. 2 x 6 stud frame wall

Visit the
Central Wisconsin Agricultural Specialization Team
on the web
http://fyi.uwex.edu/cwas/
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Wisconsin Farm Technology Days 2017
Hosted in Kewaunee County at Ebert Enterprises—July 11-13, 2017
Ebert Enterprises
E5083 County Road K
Algoma, WI 54201

Admission: $8.00
(Children 12 and under FREE)
FREE PARKING

Go to the website for all of the information:
www.wifarmtechnologydays.com/kewaunee/

Tuesday: 9:00am-4:00pm
Wednesday: 9:00am-4:00pm
Thursday: 9:00am-4:00pm
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Bale Wrapping Hay
Ken Williams—Agriculture Agent, Waushara County

Recent years of drought and suboptimal hay-making
conditions have left many cattlemen with either reduced or poorer quality forage supplies, thus resulting in sharp forage price increases over the past 2
years. Feed costs for dairy and cow-calf producers
are often greater that 60 percent of total production
costs, with a large proportion of that 60 percent derived from forage expenditures. In the Midwest, the
primary factor that influences the quality of dry hay
that is harvested is weather. In many instances, wet
spring weather delays first cutting, resulting in mature hay that is lower in quality, palatability, and digestibility. If harvest is not delayed, often times the
window of opportunity for optimal drying is reduced,
resulting in hay that is baled either too wet, or after it
has been rained on, resulting in reduced quality at
the time of feeding. In both of these circumstances,
reduced hay quality and palatability will likely lead to
increased waste at the feeder, particularly if bales
have been stored outside.
The practice of producing baleage or wrapping
bales of high moisture hay is an alternative storage
method that more producers are interested in. Hay
that is baled with moisture content between 25 and
65 percent may be plastic wrapped and used to produce baleage. Hay that is under 25 percent moisture
is dry enough that the stems become stiff and as a
result this hay has a greater risk of punching holes
in the plastic. Hay that is over 65 percent moisture
will produce acid and bacteria when it is wrapped.
Baleage made from hay that is over 50 percent
moisture can result in problems for winter feeding as

the hay will be frozen together and cattle will be unable to break it apart.

When wrapping bales it is best to use a high quality
plastic. It is essential that there are no holes in the
plastic which will allow the infiltration of air. The
thickness of plastic used for wrapping bales is
sometimes confused with the thickness of plastic
used for silo covers. Both are sold as one mil of
thickness. The thickness of plastic for silo covers is
a metric measurement while the thickness of a plastic for bale wrapping is an English measurement. A
silo cover with a 1 mil thickness in metric would be
1/25 inch thick. A plastic for bale wrapping that is 1
mil thick would be 1/1000 inch thick. When wrapping
bales they must be wrapped enough times that no
air will get through. Studies have shown that bales
need to have six or more layers of plastic in order to
consistently result in an air tight job of wrapping.
When wrapping bales for baleage timeliness is very
important. It is important to wrap the bales as soon
after baling as possible. Any heating of the hay will
result in a decrease in total digestible nutrients
(TDN). High moisture hay that was baled and
wrapped the same day had the bale temperature
rise to 100 degrees and then drop to the current air
temperature. Hay that was baled and not wrapped
until the following day had the bale temperature rise
to 130 degrees before falling back to the air temperature.

The cost to wrap round bales is currently in the area
of $6.50 per bale or around $15 to $20 per ton. The
cost to wrap large square bales is around $12 per
bale.
A concern with using plastic for bale wrapping is disposing of the plastic. Current law does not allow the
burning of plastic as a way of disposal. There have
been some projects around the state which have
attempted to recycle the used plastic. However most
companies interested in recycling the plastic cannot
handle plastic with dirt in it. As a result the current
disposal method is to pay for disposal at a landfill.
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Brown Marmorated Stink Bug Found in Portage
County: what you should know about Brown
Marmorated Stink Bug
Ken Schroeder—Agriculture Agent, Portage County

As reported in the May 4, 2017 Wisconsin Peat Bulletin, Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB) adults
have been confirmed by the UW Insect Diagnostic
Lab from 34 locations, including sites in Dane, Jefferson and Walworth counties. The relatively high
number of BMSB reports as of early May suggests
that mild winter temperatures favored survival of this
new invasive pest. Reproducing populations are established in Dane and Rock counties, and potentially in other parts of south-central and southeastern
Wisconsin. Last season marked the first time BMSB
was captured in Wisconsin apple orchards. Since
the state’s first BMSB detection in 2010, specimens
have been confirmed in 14 counties. That number is
expected to grow in 2017.
Central Wisconsin crop advisors, farmers, vegetable and fruit producers need to increase
scouting for this newly-introduced pest. In the
June 8, 2017 Wisconsin Pest Bulletin, UW Extension Entomologist PJ Liesch reports that an adult
BMSB was recently submitted to his lab from the

Soybeans, corn and other agronomic crops are also
at risk as this invasive pest becomes more widely
distributed in the state. Feeding by BMSB on soybean pods and seeds results in ‘stay green’ symptoms, or soybeans that do not produce harvestable
yields. Crop advisors and soybean growers should
be alert for BMSB in 2017 and bring any suspects to
your local UWExtension Office Lab for identification. Minnesota
confirmed its first detection of BMSB in soybeans
last August, in Dakota County bordering northwest
Wisconsin.

Stevens Point area of Portage County. This find represents the northernmost confirmed detection of
BMSB to date. Apples, grapes, sweet corn and tomatoes are a few of the crops at high risk of BMSB
damage.

How do I identify BMSB? Adults are very similar in
size, shape and appearance to native stink bugs
(see photos). They are approximately ½ to 5/8 inch
long, have the typical “shield”-shaped bodies of other stink bugs, and are mottled brown to gray in color. The most identifiable characteristics of BMSB
adults are the alternating light (whitish) and dark
brown spots on the abdomen where it protrudes beyond the edge of the wings. Their antennae also
have alternating light and brown bands towards the
tips. Their eyes are dark red. For more information
call your local UW-Extension office or check out the
Factsheet on the UW Insect Diagnostics Lab website http://labs.russell.wisc.edu/insectlab/ under the
resources tab.
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The Cycle Continues for Nutrient Management
Alana Voss—Agriculture Agent, Adams & Juneau County

As you start to see many of the fields turning green
from the new crops emerging from the soil and the
planting equipment being tucked away until next
spring. You are already starting to think about what
needs to be done between now and next spring.
Especially, as you consider what you’re planting
and the nutrients needed to be spread through fertilizer and manure on the fields for 2018. Is soil sampling fields a part of your to do list this fall? How
about creating and/or updating your nutrient management plan for the next year? Or even the next
five years? If you are planning to do both soil sampling and creating/updating a nutrient management
plan you are sitting in the perfect place to use SnapPlus.
SnapPlus is a nutrient management software that is
created to help with Soil Nutrient Application Planning in Wisconsin. This is a software program that
will take the soil samples from the fall and help you
make informed and sound decisions when planning
for your purchases for the next planting and growing
season. SnapPlus assists you with calculating the
potential soil and phosphorus runoff for each field,

meanwhile allowing you to look at the economic value of applying fertilizer and/or manure. Thanks to
this easy to use program, you can save time by storing all of your fertilizing, manure spreading, and
planting decisions from the previous year and you
can update it easily each year. This program can
also help find any issues in your 590 Compliance
Report and offer suggestions on how to fix any issues that may arise while making decisions for your
farm.
This program is available online and can be downloaded onto your personal computer to help you in
all your nutrient management needs. Whether you
use manure or not this program can be used as a
smart tool in nutrient management decisions on
your farm and when you work with your local land
and conservation department. UW-Extension can
also answer questions on this program and help explain the benefits that come with using this tool on
your own farm. For more details on this beneficial
tool go to https://snapplus.wisc.edu/ and see for
yourself the benefits of using SnapPlus on your
farm.

Marquette County
480 Underwood Avenue
PO Box 338
Montello WI 53949

Return Service Requested

CENTRAL WISCONSIN AGRICULTURE SPECIALIZATION
(CWAS)

A cooperative effort of seven
Central Wisconsin Counties and
University of Wisconsin Extension.

Our Mission
To be the primary source of research based
agricultural information and education for the
agricultural community in Central Wisconsin.
University of Wisconsin, State Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating.
An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment
and programming, including Title IX and American with Disabilities (ADA) requirements.

