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Milwaukee Riverkeeper
Our mission is to 
protect water 
quality and wildlife 
habitat and 
advocate for sound 
land use in the 
Milwaukee, 
Menomonee, and 
Kinnickinnic River 
Watersheds.



We are the Milwaukee Riverkeeper®

One of 199 Waterkeepers 
licensed by the Waterkeeper 
Alliance, based in New York
An independent watchdog for 
the river
Responds to citizen concerns 
and complaints
Finds solutions to 
environmental problems
Physically patrols river, 
conducts  pro-active 
monitoring, and expands 
citizen monitoring network

www.milwaukeeriverkeeper.org

http://www.milwaukeeriverkeeper.org/
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WATEWATERKEEPER ALLIANCE
Waterkeeper Alliance is a 
global environmental 
movement uniting more than 
199 Waterkeeper
organizations around the 
world and focusing citizen 
advocacy on the issues that 
affect our waterways, from 
pollution to climate change. 
Waterkeepers patrol more 
than 100,000 miles of rivers, 
streams and coastlines in the 
Americas, Europe, Australia, 
Asia and Africa. 
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International Waterkeeper 
OrganizationsArgentina 

Australia 
Bangladesh
Bolivia 
Brazil 
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Czech Republic 
Ecuador 
England
India 
Mexico 
Nepal 
Peru 
Russia 
Senegal 
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What is a Waterkeeper?�

An informed environmental advocate, 
A consistent voice on the water, 
A flexible coalition builder, 
A thorough investigator, 
A trusted spokesperson, 
A dependable listener, 
A community servant, 
A dedicated scientist, 
A dynamic educator, 
An resolute leader, 
A trusted expert, 
An economist, 
A visionary. 



International



International

Population and water 
consumption are increasing
Food and Water Nexus
Climate Change = rain-
dependent agricultural yields 
projected to go down 50%
By 2020, the UN forecasts 50 
nations will have “severe” 
water shortages



Protecting Water Quality



Water Trail Map



Protecting Wildlife Habitat



Advocating Sound Land Use



Illicit Discharge Detection



Southeastern Wisconsin 
Watershed Trust (SWWT)



Purpose of the Watershed 
Restoration Plans

Develop a plan to improve our 
watersheds based on science and 
with input from stakeholders
Identify cost effective water 
quality and habitat 
improvements 
Incorporate the public’s desire 
for improvements along the 
waterways
Identify actions (both short and 
long term) to achieve our water 
quality goals and objectives



Outcome of the Watershed Restoration 
Plans

Load Reduction 

Improved Water Quality 

Improved Habitat

Watershed Restoration Actions



SWWT Goals and Focus Areas

SWWT has been working to build partnerships and 
set up committees: Science; Policy; Watershed Action 
Teams
Goal to implement SEWRPC Regional Water Quality 
Plan 
Goal to incorporate citizen/stakeholder input: water 
quality, habitat, aesthetics, access, etc.
Focus areas identified by committees and public: 

Human Health
Habitat
Nutrients









Hot Spots of Contamination



WAT Community Mapping



Watershed Implementation Plans



Milwaukee River fish Passage 
Project







KK River Concrete 
Removal



A New Kinnickinnic River
Overview / Background / Neighborhood Plan Recommendations / Next Steps 

River Zone 3: Collect 
(emphasis on stormwater 

management)

River Zone 1: Grow 
(emphasis on urban agriculture)

River Zone 2: Gather
(emphasis on community)



KK River Projects



Milwaukee Central Park



KPOW—Keep Public Our Water



WATER QUALITY TESTING 
PROGRAMS



Goals of Monitoring Program:
Establish a watershed-wide network of 
trained citizen volunteers monitoring streams, 
collecting information in a consistent and 
useable format
Train volunteers to recognize and respond 
appropriately to questionable practices 
(erosion violations, illicit discharges, etc.)
Improve the quantity and quality of data that 
can be used to monitor the health of our 
waters



Water Quality Trainings
Since 2006, trained 
50 Level II advanced 
volunteers 
Trained 115 Level I 
(WAV) volunteers 
Trained 165 
volunteers total
Crayfish/AIS/Project 
RED trainings
Bacteria monitoring



WQ Parameters Monitored
Level II volunteers-
monitored pH, DO, 
turbidity, and temperature 
(using automated 
thermistors). 
Level I volunteers 
measured DO, temperature, 
turbidity, flow, and 
macroinvertebrates 
Volunteers monitor on at 
least a monthly basis.
Data will be entered into 
either the DNR “SWIMS” 
or WAV databases



Preliminary Results
Six potential streams for 
coldwater trout 
introductions: Mole Creek, 
Riveredge Creek, Pigeon 
Creek, Mink Creek, Batavia 
Creek, Melius Creek.
Several volunteers’ data 
demonstrates negative 
effects of dams on water 
quality in Grafton (2 dams), 
Menomonee Falls, Milwaukee 
(Estabrook Dam), West 
Bend, and Thiensville 
(Seminary Dam).
Some potential positive 
effects of restoration 
projects (e.g. North Ave 
dam removal, Trinity Creek 
project)
Several problems detected

Riveredge Creek - Water Temperature at South Boundry
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Citizen Enforcers?!
Residents and 

volunteers identify 
problem areas/places 

of concern in the 
Basin (e.g. algal 
outbreaks, poor 

erosion control, cows 
in the stream, etc.), 

and Riverkeeper 
staff try to address 

these concerns 
and/or refer to DNR 

staff.
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