
RENT SMART—Module B 

OVERALL HANDOUT 

Checking Out the Rental Property and the Landlord 

Questions to Consider: 

What features will you want/need in your rental 

unit? How will they affect the way in which you shop 

for housing? 

What resources can you use to help locate potential 

rental properties? 

How will you compare rental units? 

How will you prepare for talking to the landlord/

property manager about a prospective rental unit? 

Module Notes: 

Determining your housing needs. 

How to locate rental housing—list resources you may 

use to find a rental unit. 

Major items to inspect prior to making a decision to rent 

property. 

Talking to the landlord/property manager—building a 

relationship. 

References and Resources: 

Tenant Resource Center: 

http://www.tenantresourcecenter.org/ 

Legal Action of Wisconsin, Inc. Tenant Source Book: 

http://www.legalaction.org/ 

(http://www.legalaction.org/data/cms/march%202014%

20Tenant%20Sourcebook.pdf) 

Video walk through on RentPrep site: 

http://www.rentprep.com/apartment-marketing/youtube

-fill-rental-property-vacancies/ 

Sexual Offender Registry Database: 

http://offender.doc.state.wi.us/public/ 

Wisconsin Housing Search 

http://www.wihousingsearch.org 

Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 

www.hud.gov/offices/fheo 

References to websites used in this publication are for your 

convenience and not an endorsement of one product over other 

similar products. 

Remember: 

The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in the 

sale, rental and financing of dwellings, and in other 

housing-related transactions based on race, color, 

national origin, religion, sex, familial status (including 

children under the age of 18 living with parents or 

legal custodians, pregnant women, people securing 

custody of children under the age of 18), and 

handicap (disability). 

The Fair Housing Act covers most housing. In some 

circumstances, the Act exempts owner-occupied 

building with no more than four units, single-family 

housing sold or rented without the use of a broker, 

and housing operated by organizations and private 

clubs that limit occupancy to members. 
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