
Module E: Communications 

RENT SMART ACTIVITY 3: HANDOUT 5 

“I Messages” Scenarios 

Scenario 1 

When you got up this morning, you found water dripping into your bathroom from the rental unit 

above. In addition to the mess and the fact that the water has made the floor slippery, it is causing 

damage to the ceiling tiles. 

You haven’t spoken with the landlord for several months, but you have heard other tenants complain 

that he doesn’t fix things. You call him and say… 

Scenario 2 

Chris is a single parent of three children, ages 5, 8, and 10. Chris has just returned from work and 

picking up the children from school. Chris works from 6:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. It is a rainy day. The 

three children are playing games in the hallway, chasing each other, and screaming. 

To you, the next-door neighbor, the children seem to be getting louder and louder. You work from 

11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. and you just want to sleep. You knock on Chris’s door and say… 

Scenario 3 

You are responsible for paying the electric company for heat and electricity. When you moved in 

three months ago, you were working 40 to 50 hours per week. You were just keeping up with the 

rent and other bills. The electric bill is usually $60-$70 each month. 

Now you’ve lost work and work only 30 to 35 hours each week. You did not pay the electric bill last 

month. This month’s bill just came. You owe $160 and do not have the money to pay it. You call the 

electric company and say… 

Scenario 4 

When you moved in two months ago, you noted on the check-in form that two windows did not have 

screens on them. This is in violation of local housing code. When you submitted the check-in form to 

the landlord, you mentioned the need for these screens. She said, “I’ll have to order them.” Nothing 

has happened since then. The weather is warming up and you’d like to open your windows. You do/

say this to address the issue… 

Scenario 5 

When you moved in with your friend, you both signed the lease. For the first seven months things 

went reasonably well. Now, the two of you rarely speak to each other and have started locking your 

food in separate rooms. Your roommate has recently threatened to move out. You do/say this to 

address the issue… 


