
Rent Smart ACTIVITY 4: HANDOUT 5—OPTIONAL 

Module B: CHECKING OUT THE RENTAL PROPERTY AND THE LANDLORD 

Don’t Rent Trouble 

It is recommended that you bring the following items for the first unit inspection and use them to check for 

problems. 

Flashlight 

Light bulb 

Hair dryer 

Pen/pencil and paper – to take notes of the property 

Electrical 

Turn on each switch to see if it works. If there is no light bulb in the socket, use the one you brought. 

Check every outlet by plugging in your hair dryer and turning it on. There are problems, if a fuse blows out or 

the dryer won’t turn on. 

If outlets or sockets don’t work, there could be dangerous defects in the electrical system that could cause a 

fire. 

Plumbing 

Turn on the sink and bathtub faucets to see if they work or leak. 

How long does it take to get hot water? 

Flush the toilet to see if it operates properly or leaks. 

Do drains operate properly? 

Are ceilings and/or walls stained or cracked? These may indicate a leaking roof, defective rain gutters, or 

defective plumbing upstairs. Water damage could cause the ceiling or walls to collapse.  

Look at the water heater to see if it is leaking. 

Safety 

Does the rental unit have smoke detectors?  

Does the rental unit have carbon monoxide detectors? 

Are there deadbolt locks on the rental unit doors and building’s exterior doors? 

Windows 

Are there storm windows and screens? 

Very gently push on the windows to see if they are secure or loose in the frame. 

Do windows open and close? 

Rodents and Other Pests 

Open cabinets and immediately shine in flashlight to detect roaches. Look for roaches. 

Look for rat and mouse holes and droppings in the back of cabinets and closets. 

Heating and Cooling 

Even in summer, push the thermostat up to see if the furnace works. 

Even in the winter, turn on the air conditioner to make sure it works.  


