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• Key USDA conservation programs that can be used 

for agroforestry application 

• Agroforestry funding and use in the 2008 Farm Bill 

 

Discussion Topics 
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Support for Agroforestry 

The 2008 Farm Bill 
provides an 
increased level of 
support for forestry 
and agroforestry.  

2008 
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USDA Conservation Programs 
 

• All programs are voluntary  

• Most programs are competitive 

• Most involve multi-year contracts 

• Most provide technical and planning services 

• Many offer opportunities that support agroforestry  
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• CTA – Conservation Technical Assistance 

• CRP - Conservation Reserve Program 

• EQIP - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

• WHIP - Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 

• CSP - Conservation Stewardship Program 

• Others – 20+ additional programs 

 
 

Key USDA Program Agroforestry Possibilities 
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Agroforestry Practices – Use and Funding 

Alley Cropping 

Riparian Forest Buffers 

Silvopasture Multi-story Cropping 

Windbreaks 

The right plant, in the 
right place, for the 
right purpose 
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USDA Programs with Agroforestry Practices 

Alley 
Cropping 

Riparian 
Forest Buffer 

Windbreak Silvopasture Multi-Story 
Cropping 

CTA* P P P P P 

EQIP* C C C C C 

WHIP* C C C C C 

CSP 

CRP 

CCRP C/I/R C/I/R 

C = Practice payment;    I = Incentive payment;    R = Rental payment;  
U = Land use payment;   P = Planning and technical   * Practice availability will vary by State.   

  NRCS            FSA 
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USDA Programs 

 

      - This practice can be developed after a CP3 contract is over 



Agroforestry: NRCS Reported Practices for All 

Plans, All States, All Programs 

FY 2008, 2009, 2010 USDA PROGRAMS (% Number) 

NRCS Conservation Practices Applied Number %CSP %EQIP %CRP %WHIP %OTHER %CTA 

 Alley Cropping (ac)   553  132  0.0 65.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 34.1 

 Multi-Story Cropping (ac)   228   49  0.0 87.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.2 

 Riparian Forest Buffer (ac) 124,748 13,036 0.0 6.2 69.3 1.3 3.7 19.5 

 Silvopasture Establishment (ac)   1,377   44  2.3 80.0 0.0 0.0 9.1 15.9 
 Windbreak/Shelterbelt    
 Establishment (ft) 21,811,497 10,867 2.3 29.4 42.2 3.5 2.3 22.6 

Source: Performance Results System (PRS) NRCS Summary of Conservation Practice (Applied and reported practices ) 
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NRCS AF Application 2008-2010 

Reported AF Application – NRCS  

Alley Cropping 
Multi-story 

Cropping 
Riparian Forest 

Buffer (ac) 
Silvopasture  

(ac) 
Windbreaks  

(ft) 

Wisconsin 7717 102,330 

Illinois 5808 89,716 

Iowa 2835 532,130 

Minnesota  4216 12 2,658,422 

Source: Integrated Data for Enterprise Analysis (IDEA) system – applied practices that were reported to PRS 
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FOTGs with: 

Alley Cropping 
Multi-story 

Cropping 
Riparian Forest 

Buffer (ac) 
Silvopasture  

(ac) 
Windbreaks  

(ft) 

Wisconsin X X 

Illinois X X X 

Iowa X X 

Minnesota  X X X 

NRCS FOTG* Agroforestry Adoption   

* FOTG = NRCS Field Office Technical Guide 



Show Me the Money 

Current USDA 
agroforestry  
program funding 
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Program Dollars (x 1000) 

EQIP $856,6971 

WHIP $62,6021 

CSP $320,3981 

CRP $1,909,0002 

        - Rental payments $1,740,0002  

        - Cost share & incentives $169,0002 

Total $3,148,697 

USDA Program Funding Obligations  

(FA) 2010 

1  Source: Budget Briefing Fiscal Year 2012 – NRCS February 2011 
2  Source: Conservation Reserve Program Status: September 30, 2010 – FSA September 2010  
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Contract Year: FY 2008 - 2010 

 Practice 
NRCS  

Program $* 
FSA  

Program $ Totals 

 Alley Cropping (ac) $43,219 $43,219 

 Silvopasture (ac) $205,692 $205,692 

 Multi-story Cropping (ac) $237,164 $237,164 

 Windbreaks (ft) $3,925,867 $5,538,362 $9,464,229 

 Riparian Forest Buffer (ac) $735,934 $16,576,956           $17,312,890 

 Totals $5,147,876 $22,115,318 $27,263,194 

Agroforestry Practice Obligations 
NRCS and FSA programs  

* NRCS: ProTracts (Does not include CSP $); FSA CRP Reports 
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Program  Wisconsin Illinois Iowa  Minnesota Totals ($) 

EQIP/WHIP $161,837 $23,728 $10,361 $74,984 270,910 

WB $161,837 $23,728 $10,361 $72,716 268,642 

RFB 0 0 0 $2,268 2,268 

CCRP $138,293 $1,214,065 $1,259,548 $1,256,678 3,868,584 

WB $4,625 $93,250 $391,500 $702,938 1,192,313 

RFB $133,668 $1,120,815 $868,048 $553,741 2,676,272 

Totals ($) $300,130 $1,237,793 $1,269,909 $1,331,662 $4,139,494 

Program Agroforestry Expenditures ($) 

Source: NRCS - ProTracts;  FSA - CRP Reports 



Web Sites for Further Information 

www.nrcs.usda.gov/ 
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www.fsa.usda.gov/ 
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Web Sites for Further Information 



• USDA programs are voluntary  
• $ reimbursements vary with the program 
• Agroforestry practices are being applied through 

many of the 2008 USDA Farm Bill programs 
• Agroforestry application varies by state. 
 

Take-home points: 
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For more information about agroforestry, visit the  

USDA National Agroforestry Center website:    

                          www.unl.edu/nac  
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 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

 To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://www.unl.edu/nac

