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2022 End of Year Summary

Welcome New Staff!

Rachael Lewandowski-Sarette is our
new program coordinator. She has
spent the past 4 school years working
at Environmental Learning Centers
from California to Minnesota and has
spent her summers working in a
Minnesota summer camp for people
with disabilities. She is excited to
spend time exploring Wisconsin while
helping visitors create the best
experience possible at Upham
Woods. She has a BA in
Environmental Science from
Northwestern University and an MS in
Environmental Studies from Antioch
University New England.

Oliver Meldrum is our new naturalist.
He has spent the past two years
working as a software developer in
Madison and learning about trees in
the UW-Arboretum. Before that, he
worked on a trail crew in Montana,
attended Oberlin College, and taught
at middle and high school summer
programs. He grew up in Berkeley,
CA, and enjoyed backpacking in the
Sierras. He is very excited to get to
know the woods on Blackhawk Island
and go canoeing on the Wisconsin
River while helping to make sure
visitors have enjoyable and inspiring
experiences at Upham. 

Brian Kline will be acting as our Interim
Office Operations Associate. Brian has
been providing fiscal, grant management,
and human resources support, to the
talented professionals of the NRI since
2017. Before joining the Environmental
Resources Center in 2017, he had
previous careers in the U.S. Marine Corps
and manufacturing operations. He is a
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy with
a BS in mathematics and an MBA from
UW-Madison.

Do you or someone you know want to be the next new employee at Upham
Woods? Check out current opportunities on our employment page:

Current Openings

https://www.facebook.com/uphamwoods/
https://twitter.com/uphamwoods1941
http://www.instagram.com/uphamwoods/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/upham-woods/
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/uphamwoods/get-involved/employment/


UW-Madison is committed to providing opportunities to people from all
backgrounds to help create a welcoming, empowered, and inclusive
community. UW-Madison encourages women, minorities, veterans, and people
with disabilities to apply.

Upham Woods Celebrates Staff Transitions
The past few months have led to some staffing changes at Upham Woods,
which means lots of celebrations as staff move forward with new opportunities!

Isabelle Herde, our Program Director,
became the Manager of Innovation and
Community Engagement at the Milwaukee
Zoo. She would love for everyone to come
visit her and all of the animals!

​John Celley, our Facility and Operations
Director of 3 years, transitioned into a new
position with the city of Baraboo in October.
We are excited that he is staying close so
we can stay in contact.

Jennifer Loveland, our Office Operations
Associate for 6 years and former camp
counselor, took a job in November as the
executive staff assistant with the Wisconsin Department of Health Services.

Thank you all for your hard work and dedication to Upham Woods over the
years. We wish you the best of luck and are excited to hear stories from your
new jobs!

November and December at Upham Woods
Ice is forming and snow has already fallen, which means that winter quickly is
coming to Upham Woods. Thanks to all of our visitors the last two months!

Outreach Programming with Ronald Reagan High School
Mad City Paddlers
Outreach Programming with Vincent High School
Skillet Creek 4-H.
UW-Madison Natural Resources Institute
UW-Madison Department of Atmospheric and Ocean Sciences
Rural Urban Flow
N-Gage Academy



Natural Resources Institute Day of Service
Fellow employees from the Natural
Resources Institute came out to Upham for
a day of professional development,
building connections and service. Thanks
to 14 volunteers, we were able to clean
garden beds, inventory winter equipment,
stack picnic tables and move life jackets
away from the mice. Our very own
Program Coordinator, Rachael, led the
learning opportunity on Universal Design
for Learning which left everyone with many ideas on creating more accessible
programming.

2022 Highlights:
We reached over 4,000
participants this year.
The busiest month was May
with over 1,200 participants.
May also marked the opening of
our new building.
August saw the return of our
first overnight adult group in
over 18 months!
In September we celebrated our
80th Anniversary.

Covid-19 Update: The University of Wisconsin continues to refine program
safety guidance in alignment with updated recommendations from the CDC.
Current communication from the University suggests that multiday overnight
youth visits to Upham Woods will be possible this spring. After the new year we
will have updated Covid-19 policies outlining the implementation of multiday
overnight youth visits in a conscientious way. You can expect further Covid-19
policy updates in the future.  

Upham Woods Outdoor Learning Center
N194 County Rd N

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
(608) 254-6461
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The University of Wisconsin–Madison does not discriminate in its employment practices and programs and activities on a
variety of bases including but not limited to: age, color, disability, national origin, race, or sex. For information on all covered

bases, the names of the Title IX and Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinators, and the processes for how to file a complaint
alleging discrimination, please contact the Office of Compliance, 361 Bascom Hall, 500 Lincoln Drive, Madison WI 53706, Voice

608-265-6018, (relay calls accepted); Email: uwcomplianceoffice@wisc.edu.
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