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Experiential Learning Model

"Experiential learning" is what distinguishes 4-H Youth Development
Education from many formal education methods. It involves providing
opportunities for youth to practice what they are learning by sharing the
experience, reflecting on its importance, connecting it to real life
examples, and applying the knowledge that results to other situations.

Youth do before
being told or shown how.

1.
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The writing activities and ideas in this manual have been designed
with this model in mind. Your aim is to guide and support youth while
respecting the personal nature of the creative process.

The activities that follow have been designed to encourage youth to
think and reflect on their experiences in order to write about them.
Respect the fact that youth may not feel comfortable having you read
some of the things theyve written. On the other hand they may well
welcome the opportunity to share certain things with you. A good rule
of thumb is simply to ask youth if they would like to show you anything
they've written. Be sure to remember, however, that your role is not to
inspect or criticize what they've written, but rather to support their
efforts at expressing themselves creatively. You can reinforce this by
asking questions related to the experiential learning model. Here are
some examples:

Examples of
sharing questions:
(What happened?)

® What kinds of writing activities
have you been doing ?

e Which of the activities have you
enjoyed the most?

® What is the hardest part about
being a writer? What is the most
rewarding?

Examples of

processing questions:
(What's important?)

® What do you think you are

learning by working on these
activities?

e Why do you think it's worthwhile to
write about things that are
important to you?

® What is something important to
keep in mind about creativity?

Examples of
generalizing questions:
(S0 what?)

® What kinds of things are you
learning about yourself by being
involved in this project?

® Why is it important to be able
to have a way of expressing
thoughts and feelings?

® What are some reasons for
sharing the things you've written
with other people? What are
some reasons not to?

Examples of
application questions:
(Now what?)

® How have you used what you are
learning in this project with
other things you do in your life?

® Describe a situation where
it's been helpful to be able to
write about what's happening in
your life.

e [f you haven't had a chance to
use what you have learned, can
you think of a way you might be
able to in the future?
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A note to adults:

his manual, which is a part of the 4-H Youth
Development Building Bridges: Reaching Feople
Through Communication program, has been
designed to encourage youth to find creative ways
of expressing themselves in writing.

This project is intended to be used by youth of various ages depending on
their interests and the resources that are available to them. Middle school
and high school aged youth will gain the most from this project if they can rely
on adults to respect their need to work independently. The project can also
be adapted for use with younger children, and while it will be important to
guide their efforts they will also need to be given room for their
individuality to come forward.

Communication as a Primary Life Skill

This project focuses on the life skill of communication with a particular
emphasis on the importance of developing creative approaches to using words
and language as a means of creative expression.
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ommunication begins with
something on the inside
waiting to be expressed:

Thoughts and ideas
Things you believe
Opinions and ideas
Reactions to what’s
happening to you
Feelings about people
who matter in your life.

Table of Contents

Fun with journals and diaries

It can be frustrating to keep
these kinds of things inside.
That's why words are so
important. They enable us to
express who we are and how we
think.

This handbook is for people
who want to be creative about
expressing what they have to
say. It’s full of ideas and
projects for having fun with
something you've been using for
a long time already—words.

Writing poetry for the fun of it

10

What's a “commonplace” book?
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Using (and not using) e-mail

The pleasure of old-fashioned letters

A few kind words
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Fun wi th eople have been putting their personal

jOUI"nClIS thoughts into journa|§ and. diaries for
S thousands of years. Since it has worked for
and dlC(r'ICS 0 many other people, you might want to

give it a try, too.

A journal or diary lets you say exactly what you want to say and
nobody but you will get to see what you write.

Writing in a journal or diary is very easy to do. In fact you can

do it any way you want to do it because there aren’t any rules to
follow—unless you make them up yourself. About the only “rule” most
people agree on is the importance of finding a private place to keep
their journals when they're not in use.

et started is 1o

The best way to {gbook and otart

find an empty note
writing.

If you want something 2 little more
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All kinds of ideas for things to write about in
your journal or diary

Make a list.

Are you a busy person? Do you have so much to do that you're afraid you
won't have enough time to write in a journal? Making lists could

be the answer for you. You can use lists to summarize things that have
happened since the last time you wrote. It's a quick and easy way to

get your ideas written down in just a couple of minutes.

If you like the idea of making lists, you might even want to make a list
of things to list! To get you started, here are a few ideas:

[ ] Things you've lost and hope you'll find someday

[ ] Words you like because of the way they sound

[] All the people in your life who have been important to you
[ ] All the ways you have changed in the past 10 years

[ ] Reasons why people should be kind to one another

[ ] Interesting things you would like to know more about

[ ] Your most cherished poss€55i0Ns

[] Fictional characters (from books, movies and TV) you would like
to meet

[ ] Favorite sounds, sights, smells, tastes and textures

[] People who have influenced you

[ ] Things you hope you'll have accomplished by the time you're age 40
[ ] Things that upset or frighten you

[ ] Things that make you truly happy or thankful

[ ] Characteristics, qualities or skills you'd like to develop

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking 3
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10 secrets
about
writing in
a journal
or diary

. You don’t have to write

every day.
. You don’t have to write

once a week.

. You don’t have to write
once a month.

. You can write in your
journal or diary whenever
you want to.

. You don’t have to write
a lot.

©. If you only want to write

one sentence that’s okay.

. You don’t even have to

write sentences if you
don’t want to.

&. You don’t have to worry

about how words are
spelled (although it's
always a good idea to get
into the habit of spelling
things correctly).

. You don’t have to have
beautiful handwriting.

10. You can use whatever

words you'd like—even
the ones you would never
say in front of your
grandparentse.

Get to know you

Feople who write in diaries and journals usually end up discovering
things about themselves. Here are some ideas:

Outline the important “stepping stones” that have happened to
you over the years. Write your very own “philosophy” of life by
describing the things you believe and value.

Describe yourself the way other people might. (For example, what
do you suppose it's like to have you for a son or daughter, sister
or brother, or friend?)

Try predicting what you might be like when you're age 20 and
older.

Answer some questions.

Pick out a few of the following questions to copy into your journal

(or make up some of your own) and see what kind of answers you can

come up with.

What do you like best about being in 4-H?
Who are your “heroes” and why do you admire them?

If you could have dinner with a famous person who would
it be and why?

What do you think it is like to be your mother or father,
or other family member?

What is something most people probably don’t know about you
unless theyve gotten to know you really well?

If you could choose a different first name, what would it be,
and why?

What is something you would like to change about yourself
and why?

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking



Use a photograph.

Snapshots and photos can be great sources of inspiration for your
journal or diary. Fick out a picture to describe. If you want you

could actually paste it into your journal, otherwise jot down a brief
description of who's in the picture and where and when it was taken (if
you know). Then let your memory and imagination take over.

* If you were there when the picture was taken, try filling in details
about what was happening at the time.

e If you're using an old family photo, it's fun to examine the photo for
details and then imagine what might have been happening. (For
example: Do the people in the photo seem comfortable with one
another? Are they touching or do they appear to be avoiding each
other? Do they look happy, bored, irritated or worried?)

e Describe what you think might have been going on right before the
photo was snapped, and immediately afterward.

e Don't ignore the photographer! Who had the camera? What might
have motivated him or her to take this particular picture?

Be your own good friend.

Writing in a journal or diary can help you handle things that are
bothering you. It lets you pour out feelings, frustrations and fears
without being criticized for what you say. Once you've gotten it all off
your chest, you can help yourself figure out what to do about it. Think
about how you would respond to a good friend who needs your help with a
problem. Then do the same thing for yourself by writing it all down in your
journal. Here are some suggestions:

[ ] Write down the positive things that make you a special and
unique person.

[ ] Make a list of people you could talk to about what's bothering
you. (It might be helpful to “practice” what you want to tell them
by writing it out.)

Describe some things you can start doing differently.

Make a list of all the things you can do to cheer yourself up.

HEEN

Write a promise to yourself that you will follow your own good
advice.

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking
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Record your memories.

A journal or diary makes a wonderful place to store important things

that have happened so you won't forget them. If you are too busy to write
regularly you can pick out one or two important things that have happened
to you since the last time you wrote. Or dig a little deeper to see what you
can find from an earlier time in your life. For example:

Describe one of the earliest memories you have.

If you have younger brothers or sisters, write about what it
was like to have a new baby in the family.

Describe the toys you used to play with when you were a
child.

Try to remember the first time you realized how cruel people
can be to other people and write about the experience.

Write about what it was like to finally know how to do
something you had been trying to learn for a long time (how
to read, or ride a bike, for example).

You might also want to describe stories older family members have
told you about their own lives. Someday you'll thank yourself for having
preserved those memories when you had the chance.

\Writing %
'ourna\ ‘
a " 4 way
a ‘\:go w _\‘a\\( N

_\: o \_sour se
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Imaginary letters

If youre still looking for things to put in your journal, here’s a great way to
let your imagination take over. Here are some suggestions to get you going:

[] Write to your future self.

Time travel is possible when your
imagination takes you into the future to
communicate with the person you think
you'll be. Be sure to put the date on
your letter, and then make some
predictions about what life will be like
for you 10 or 20 years from now. Or
stop and think about the person you
want to be so that you can ask
yourself how you're doing.

[] Write to an intelligent
life form on another planet.

If you've ever wondered about extra-
terrestrial life forms, here’s a chance
to make imaginary contact with them.
Try describing what it’s like to use
words and speech instead of mental
telepathy to communicate with other
life forms.

[] Write to a fictional
character in a book you’ve
read or from a movie or TV
show.

You've probably read about people that
you wish you could get to know in real
life. Here’s the next best thing to
doing that. Explain why you like (or
dislike) that person and describe any
similarities or differences between his
or her fictional world and your own life.

[] Write to an ancestor
from a previous generation.

You would not be the person you are
today if it weren't for all the people
who lived long before you got here. Why
not write a note about some of the
things you think you've inherited from
them. Or describe the things theyd
find most amazing about life now if
they were to come back for a visit.

th't ,S 'Fuh
about these
'e{{er‘s IS
a'l: \jou can
say pretiy
much
Wha'l:ever \jou
Wafﬂ: {o Sa}_j
Sihce  \ou

wont be
mailing  them,
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[] Write to your future
spouse (if you hope to
get married someday).

You probably haven't met the person
you'll be spending the rest of your life
with, but you can introduce yourself
right now by writing to him or her.
List the qualities you're hoping he or
she will bring to your marriage as well
as what you yourself will be
contributing. End by describing some
of the things you hope the two of you
will be able to do together when you
finally meet.

You could also write a similar letter
to a future child, if you're hoping to
be a parent someday. Tell him or her
some of the things you hope you'll
remember to do when it’s time for
you to be the mom or dad.

[t will be fun for you to find these
letters in future years. So be sure
to save them.

[] Write a letter that could
be put in a bottle and
dropped into the ocean.

What would you say to someone
you've never met—someone who
probably will never get to meet you
either? Do you have any special
thoughts you've never shared with
anyone before? Are there some
secret hopes and dreams you've
never revealed to another living soul?
Here’s your chance to get it all in
writing.

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking

[] Write to someone who
hurt you.

It helps to put your feelings into
words—especially when you're feeling
badly about something that someone
has said or done to you. Write to the
so-called friend who snubbed you; the
teacher who embarrassed you in
front of the class; the parent who
didn’t listen to your side of the
story; or the brother or sister who
tade you take the blame for
something you didn’t do. Writing an
imaginary letter will let you describe
how upset you are about what
happened.

[] Write to someone you
love.

Think about the important people
who really matter to you and why you
feel the way you do about them. Then
put those feelings into words. When
you're finished, consider copying the
letter onto a separate piece of paper
and actually giving it to the person
you were thinking about.

FS.

.hc You like the idea of
Imaginary letters, why
not consider Writing
a few reg| ones?
It's a great way to
CoMmunicate with
people you don't see
very often. And if You've
g?t access to e-mgj|
it's even €asier. For
Some fun idegg about
how to haye fun through
the mail, check oyt

Pages 15 and 16 iy this
Mmanual,



And finally...here are a few extra ideas from people who have
already discovered the fun of writing in their journals or diaries:

I like to add other T have a _journal

stuff to my journal when : p-
T feel like 40 Tt 4ul Just for writing
of drawings, doodles, about SP‘;"‘/'M
photos, cartoons, notes Pﬂﬁa&s IVe been.
from friends and even T ondy write
stuff Tve clipped from in it ‘When I'm
magazines. on a trip or go

somewhere specmﬁ .
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o i DL

p e o - maKe stre T
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o ayy fave & oty the fun’T had.
ot L P oty #

someESr: Lt o e ”b/w’
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starting owut rto always
remember ro pur rthe dale
down ecach Zime rthey write.
/t’s Fan to read back /later
and see whal you wrole
about rthatr day.

} LIKE TO USE DIFFEREAT COLORED PEMS
WHEW | WRITE i1 ANY JOURMAL DEPEMDIHG oM
WHAT KifD OF ANOOD PAN M. | USE RED ifK
WHEA PAN REALLY AUGRY AMD BLUE MK WHEM
PAN FEELIMG CALAN. BLACK MK iS FOR “HEAVY
THOUGHTS” AUD PURPLE iS FOR DESCRIBIG
ALL MY WILD AMD CRAZY iDEAS.
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remember— poetry doesn’t havegsjgﬁ vo create
rhyme unless

you want it to.

Vertical poems

Here's a great Way 4o vake one word and turn it into a complete poem-
you want to use:

The first thing you need to do 19 Jecide on the word
It could be 2 feeling or a apecia\ quality you think ie important to have,
such as, l0ve, kindneso or courage. Or it could be a place of a thing. It

could even be your own name.

Write your word vertically down the center of a piece of paper- Then

Loe each letter 1O pecome pary of 2 line in a poem that descri
word. Here's an example:
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Telephone number poem

This is a lot like a vertical poem except instead of using a word, you
start by writing your telephone number vertically down the left side
of the paper. The poem can be about anything at all and you get to
use the numbers to determine how many words to have in each line
of the poem. (Zeros are bonuses—you get to use as many words as
you want.) Here's an example.

5 Here is a short list

5 of golden things:

5 daffodile glistening in the rain;
4 haystacks in the summer;

6 a bright grove of autumn trees;
1 and

7 hundreds of stars on a wintry

night

CIHQUain i

CA
ThIS is NE)

Line tw,
Consjstg
or expand the firstoﬂ;?ur syllab

Line three has gjy Sy

Line four adds eight

les that descripe
,Iabl65,

. m
Line fiye Wraps everyt °re oyllables,

hing up with ¢y, fing

Example Gdr‘dens / SYllablesg
:.o iulll i seedg
° tull of
and m Wt‘.leds hdf
. s . ating j, theg::)n
Xample. ©
Example, Rdin cam B
T/;e sound of drume
hd wr;:l";: CI throy h the night
ancing SIGP t ] Was Eea“
y

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking

1



Nature poems

Many beautiful poems have been written about the outdoor world, the creatures
who live there, the things that grow there and the kinds of sights, sounds and
smells that can be discovered just by paying attention.

Begin with a place you feel is especially beautiful. Spend some time there by

yourself. Notice what's around you and how it affects your senses or inspires
your thoughts.

When you're ready, think of a special phrase that describes how you feel about
what you've observed (for example, “the world is a gentle place”). Use this phrase

somewhere in your poem as a way of organizing your thoughts. You can also repeat
the phrase as a way of linking together stanzas or verses.

Bamplee  The world is a gentle place
Of purple mists in the morning

And delicate drops of rain that fall all day long
On quiet roof tops.

] have seen the moon drift behind the trees
And heard the wind at night
This is how 1 know

The world is a gentle place.

“Found” poem? 4 stack of old magazines and

: , it.
s 2 scissore and & printed on |

Allyou reed 18 8 ything elee that 12 word® B! ou starv

newspapers: Or 198 y what you end up AT

ight be sur rised b . e
Touk'nr?g‘jgk\]'\ere’a hosv 1o “find” a poem and give
ooking.

e Words and phra@e@ that
1. Beginby ®

A like and
you'd like 2
capture your attention.
set them aside.

i for O\ggcriptiv
earching Cut out as many a9

ke a few
. 0 Tt d Our 66arch’ ta ) .
2. When you phink youve ﬁ;f:: Wzrde and phrases you ve found

y
n

: ind. ; he
g 0 ion take over. Experiment with how T
|

glue the words onto a piece of paper-

W' Eeel free To write in extra words if
' you think they would fit.

7. Now let your imaginat
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commonplace book is a personal collection of

things that have been read somewhere else and

copied down into one place so they won't be
forgotten: quotations, poems, jokes, passages from
favorite books or plays, scriptural verses, etc.

There are no rules about how to keep a Commonplace Book except
the rules you make up for yourself. All you need to do is keep a book
handy for those times you want to copy something into it. Here are
some ideas to help you get started:

* You might want to purchase a really nice blank book from
a card shop or department store. But it's not necessary
because spiral notebooks work just as well. If you're really feeling
creative, why not make your own book?

* Keep a supply of colored pens and markers handy so you can use
a different color each time you have something to copy.

e Let your friends and relatives know about your Commonplace Book
in case they find things to pass along to you. Teachers might
also have some good suggestions. Just remember—it’'s your
book and you don’t have to include something someone else has
suggested unless you want tol

* Consider marking down the date each time you add something to
your Commonplace Book. And be sure to include the source of the
item you are copying.

What's a

“commonplace
book” ?

People have

been keeping
Commonplace Bookse
since ancient
times. Some
libraries

have examples from
as far back as

the Middle Ages.
Even though it's
fun to read
another person’s
Commonplace Book,

it's even better to
make \our own.
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Questions and answers about
keeping a Commonplace Book

What else can I put in my Commonplace
Book besides things I read in books?

Written words are everywhere and once you start paying
attention you'll probably find lots of neat things. How about
copying the lyrics from a favorite song? Or maybe there’s

an interesting magazine or newspaper headline that has
captured your attention. Slogans on billboards, magazine ads
and even bumper stickers can be extremely clever. You might
even find something worth copying the next time you have
breakfast and find yourself reading the cereal box.

Does it matter how things are organized?

Feople usually copy whatever they think is interesting into their
Commonplace Book regardless of whether or not it “fits” with
what’s already there. You don't have to divide things into sections
or group them together by subject or category—unless you'd
rather do it that way.

Can | add pictures or %Dhofos or should

stick to words alone

[t's your book so you can do anything you'd like. Sometimes
people illustrate the things theyve copied by adding hand-
drawn sketches or cartoons. You might want to attach things
other people have drawn for you, or illustrations you've clipped
out of a newspaper or magazine.

Can | include things I've written myself
in my Commonplace Book?

That's entirely up to you. Some people prefer writing really
personal things in a journal or diary and keeping them private.
But there’s certainly no reason why you cant make notes in
your Commonplace Book to explain why you like a certain quote
or passage that you've copied.

What if 1 make a mistake when I'm copying
something ?

No big deall Most people make mistakes now and then while
copying things from one place into another. So if that happens
to you all you need to do is fix it and keep going.

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking



f you use e-mail you know how much fun it is to “talk”
to people via the computer. If you don’t have e-mail

Using

i
access, keep in mind you don’t need to rely on the (or riot Lfs ng)
Internet to send your thoughts and ideas to somebody E'mall
else through the mail. People have been sending messages

back and forth for hundreds of years—before anyone
had ever heard of e-maill

Writing to another person is a great way to communicate thoughts and
feelings. Sometimes, however, people end up saying the same old things

again and again and it can get pretty boring. Here are some ways you
can have fun through the mail or via e-mail communicating with other

people.
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i 7 to your o-mail messageo or reg o o
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Basic e-mail
etiquette

E-mail ien't as private as

it seems. Other people can easily
find ways to get access to your
correspondence. So if you have
something very personal to
confide to another person,
better not do it via e-mail.

Some people think e-mail
gives them an excuse to say
whatever they want—using
any kind of language—even
though it’s rude, obscene or
unkind. There’s never a good
reason for talking that way
to another person, so why do
it over the Internet? The
words you use to express
yourself reveal a lot about
the kind of person you are.
When you use rude and
obnoxious language, you're
ihsulting yourself just as
much as the person to whom
you're writing.

Te” Mme,

Ihg th
Ask him or her ¢ € other person g fey, questions,

0 Write back With the answers gn 4

£ ,
Wo hew questions for you.

* What’s somethj
in g : ,
Lo you in the Hexg You'e hoping wil ha

t six Months? ppen

Speaking of e-mail

E-mail can bring people together.

E-mail makes it quick and easy for people to keep the lines of
communication open. It's a great way for family members who don’t
live in the same house to stay in touch. Just remember that e-mail
is simply a tool. It can never take the place of really talking to
another person face-to-face.

Stick to the facts!

If you're writing to someone you have never met, you might be
tempted to stretch the truth about yourself in order to impress
the other person. Some people make up all kinds of things about
themselves because they figure the other person will never find out
anyway. Creating a fantasy world and hiding behind a false image
of yourself might seem like fun at the time. In the long run, however,
it can cheat you out of an honest relationship with another person.

Don’t be fooled.

You can’t automatically assume that everything you hear via
e-mail is the truth. The person on the other end might not be the
person he or she is pretending to bel
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The pleasure of old fashioned letters

In the past—~before telephones or computers—the only way to keep in
touch with people who lived far away was to write letters. Sometimes it
took months and months for those letters to get delivered. No wonder
they were go precious when they finally arrived.

These days, answering machines and e-mail help our messages get
through quickly and efficiently. Even so, there’s still something special
about finding a letter from a friend or relative waiting in the mailbox. Are
you someone who would love to get a “real” letter now and then? The
best way to get letters is to send letters, and that can be as much fun
as getting them. Here’s how:

[ ] Put together a mail kit.

You can find cool stationery and note cards in just about any color, size
and pattern. Check out the office or school supply section of any
department store for pens. Start a collection and keep it all together in
one place. Then add to it whenever something catches your eye.

[ ] Be creative.

Use stickers, stamp pads, marking pens, glitter or anything else you can
think of to decorate your own notepaper and envelopes.

[ ] Don’t worry if you can’t write a long letter.

Use a post card instead to jot down a short note letting somebody
know what you've been up to lately. Why not start collecting interesting
postcards to have handy, or make your own by decorating one side of
a standard size index card and using the other for your message.

[ ] Enclose a photo, drawing, newspaper clipping, or
anything else that is flat and can be easily slipped into
an envelope.

Form letters

If you hate to write letters because you
don’t know what to say, here’s an idea:
Make a few copies of the form
letter on the next page and
simply fill in the blanks
whenever you want to write
to someone.

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking
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Dear

| hope you don’t mind getting a form letter, but | wanted to write and tell you that | would have

written sooner, but I've just been so lately that | haven't been able to.

It's probably because of all the
I've had to do.

The weather has been:

[] rainy [ ] sunny [ ] gorgeous  [] windy
[ ] snowy [ ] gloomy [ ] warm []cold

[ ] foggy [ ] bright [ ] misty [] stormy
[]icy [ ] humid [ ] yucky [ ] other:

So that means | [_] have [ ] have not been able to
and that has been

Things have been pretty around here.
I've been feeling:

[] excited [ ] bored [] frustrated [ ] sad

[ ] upset [] happy [ ] furious [ ] wonderful

[] glad [ | miserable [ ] great [ ] stressed out
[ ] worried [ ] good [] pleased [] other:

The reason | feel that way is probably because

[ thought you might also be interested to know that |

s0 that will probably
| sure hope you

50 be sure to remember

[ ] Love,
[] Sincerely Yours,

[] Yours Truly

|8 4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking



ords have a lot of power. Just as cruel words

spoken in anger and spite can hurt badly, the

opposite is also true. Words spoken in
kindness and friendship can make a person feel wonderful.

Here’s a way to turn kind words into a cool little gift you can give to
someone special in your life. (After all, a few kind words really can be
the nicest gifts of alll)

You'll need:

[ ] along straight strip of paper that
can be folded accordion style

heavier paper to use as a cover
glue
yarh or ribbon

empty matchbox (optional)

OO0 oo

marking pens, glitter, stickers, etc.

Begin by following the instructions on the next page for making,
illustrating and decorating an accordion style book. You can be
as creative as you want to bel

When it's completely dry, you'll be ready to fill the book with “kind
words” to let someone know you're thinking of him or her. Here are
just a few ideas:

e Fill it with words of encouragement for a friend who's worried
about something.

* Use it to say thank you.

* Make it into a tiny birthday book full of words that describe
the birthday person.

e Use it as a Valentine and fill it up with reasons why you love
that person.

e Fill it with words to cheer up someone who's ll.
e Turn it into a very special Mother's or Father's Day gift.

e Fill it with short quotes, proverbs, scripture verses or other
sayings and give the book to someone who is celebrating a
very epecial occasion (confirmation, graduation, wedding or
anniversary).

4-H Youth Development Building Bridges Curriculum — Creative Wordworking
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Accordion Book Instructions

Cut a long straight strip of paper that is as high
as you want each page, and as long as the width
of a page times (x) the number of pages:

For Example: If you want pages 4" high by 3" wide and
you want 12 pages, the length of the strip will be 26

Fold like an accordion.

Cut two covers out of stiff paper.

Open Accordion Closed Accordion
(opens like an accordion) (opens like a book or fan)

1. Glue one cover to 1. Place the 2 covers
the last page of the side by side, face
accordion. down.

2. Lay a piece of ribbon 2. Lay the piece of cord
or cord across the or ribbon across
inside both covers.
of the other cover. 3.  Glue the first and

3. Glue both to the last page of the
front page of the accordion to the
accordion. two covers.
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