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A catalog of suggested funding sources for trail projects.
Sources include grant programs admininistered by the State of Wisconsin

Departments of Natural Resources, Transportation and Administration,
as well as private programs.

FUNDING
For Wisconsin Trails
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CENTRAL OFFICE (CO)
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
101 S. Webster St. - PR/6
Madison, WI 53703
608-267-7474 (Fax)  
   

GARY HANSON - NER
Green Bay
(920) 662-5123
gary.hanson@wi.gov

MELISSA COOK - SER
Milwaukee
(414) 263-8559
melissa.cook@wi.gov
SER Ice Age Trail Contact

NORTHEAST REGION (NER)
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
2984 Shawano Avenue
Green Bay WI  54313-6727
920-662-5413 (Fax)  

SOUTHEAST REGION (SER)
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
2300 N Dr Martin Luther King Jr Dr
Milwaukee WI  53212
414-263-8483 (Fax)

DANA WHITE-QUAM - SCR
Fitchburg
(608) 275-3302
dana.whitequam@wi.gov
SCR Ice Age Trail Contact

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION (SCR)
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
3911 Fish Hatchery Road
Fitchburg WI  53711 
608-275-3338 (Fax) 

CAMERON BUMP - WCR
Eau Claire
(715) 839-2786
cameron.bump@wi.gov
WCR Ice Age Trail Contact

WEST CENTRAL REGION (WCR)
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
PO Box 4001
Eau Claire WI  54702-4001 
715-839-6076 (Fax) 

STATE OF WISCONSIN -- DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
TRAIL COORDINATORS

TERRY JORDAN - NOR
Spooner
(715) 635-4121
terry.jordan@wi.gov
NOR Ice Age Trail Contact

BRIGIT BROWN - CENTRAL OFFICE
Madison
(608) 266-2183
brigit.brown@wi.gov
Statewide Ice Age Trail Contact

NORTHERN REGION (NOR)
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
810 W Maple Street
Spooner WI  54801  
715-635-4105 (Fax) 

Region Offices

Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
107 Sutliff Avenue
Rhinelander, WI 54501
(715) 365-8932 (Fax) 

Jean Romback-Bartels
NER Ice Age Trail Contact
Green Bay
(920) 662-5114 
jean.rombackbartels@wi.gov
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Funding For Wisconsin Trails 

 
 
 
 

 
Introduction 

This manual features a variety of funding sources available for trail development and 
maintenance in Wisconsin and is designed to empower trail advocates to access 
financial support from state, federal and private sources to develop trails in their 
communities. Please view this material as only a starting point since trail funding 
options and their availability change quickly. Creative, alternate-funding sources will 
help finance your trail project, and steadfast patience will get you through the 
process. Most trail projects require the combined efforts of both government 
agencies and private groups. Have fun with your trail project! 

 
 

Prepared by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources’ Bureaus of Parks and Recreation and Community 
Financial Assistance, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, and the Wisconsin Department of 
Administration. 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment, programs, 
services, and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any questions, please write to Equal 
Opportunity Office, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
 
This publication is available in alternate format (large print, Braille, audiotape, etc.) upon request. Please call the 
Bureau of Parks and Recreation Office at 608-266-0866 for more information. 

 
For copies and updates of this document: 

Telephone (608) 266-2181 
Fax (608) 267-7474  
TDD (800) 274-7275 
E-mail wiparks@wisconsin.gov  

 
 
 
 
 
 

PUB-PR-464  
APRIL 2002. Revised 2003, 2009 
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 Trail Funding Resources Administered by Wisconsin Governmental Agencies 
 

1.Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The following grant programs focus on the acquisition of land or rights to land, restoration, or 
development of land for conservation and public outdoor recreation purposes and can be used to 
fund trails: 
 

State Programs 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Local Assistance Programs: 

 Aids for the Acquisition and Development of Local Parks (ADLP) 
 Urban Rivers Grants (UR) 
 Urban Green Space Grants (UGS) 
 Acquisition of Development Rights Grants (ADR) 
 State Property Development Grants 

 
Non-Stewardship Programs:  

 ATV Fund 
 Snowmobile Fund 

 
Federal Programs 

 Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON) 
 Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 

  
 

 
GETTING HELP 
There is at least one Community Services Specialist (CSS) in each of the five 
DNR Regions (see page 12 for a map of DNR Regions) who will walk through 
the process with you from project conception to issuing the final check. They 
will explain the requirements of the grant programs administered by the 
DNR, assist you in planning and evaluating project alternatives, bring in 
other DNR resource people as needed, and help you complete the application 
form. They will also determine which of the various grant programs is 
appropriate for your project. It is recommended that you review the program 
criteria, explained in the individual program sections, but not spend a great 
deal of time trying to determine which program is the most appropriate. The 
CSS will do that for you. Their names are listed on page 11.  

 
Information on the Stewardship Program and other grant programs is available on the DNR 
Bureau of Community Financial Assistance website at: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/Grants/index.html.  
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DDNNRR  GGrraanntt  PPrroocceessss  SStteeppss  --  HHooww  ddooeess  iitt  wwoorrkk?? 
1. Determine which grant program(s) your project will qualify for. 
2. Local sponsors work with DNR regional community services specialists to 

plan projects and complete grant applications. 
3. Submit applications by May 1 each year for the Stewardship and Federal 

programs. Applications for the ATV and Snowmobile programs are due by 
April 15. Stewardship Grants for Friends Groups are due by November 15. 

4. DNR regional staff review and rate eligible projects using a set of rating 
questions that reflect each program’s goals and priorities. You’ll find the 
rating questions listed in the application booklets, which can be obtained 
from your DNR regional community services specialist. 

5. The projects within each program are then combined in a statewide listing 
and prioritized according to rating score.  Exception:  ADLP (Aids for the 
Acquisition and Development of Local Parks) projects are prioritized by 
region rather than statewide. 

6. Projects ranking the highest are awarded a grant to the extent that funds 
are available.  

7. Local sponsors sign an agreement to accept the grant and assume the 
responsibility of complying with program requirements and conditions of 
the grant award.  (E.G., contracts and bidding, operation and use, 
accessibility, income, inspections, etc.) 

8. The project sponsor incurs costs for work actually completed and then 
files a claim for reimbursement.  Project payment takes place on a 
reimbursement basis.  Reimbursement is not permitted for work that 
takes place prior to the grant award date or after the expiration date. 
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DNR GRANT PROGRAMS: 
 
A. Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Local Assistance Programs 
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/LR/Stewardship/stewardship.html 
 
Stewardship Program Description  
The Stewardship Program is an umbrella program for a number of separate subprograms, each with its own goals, 
priorities, and criteria related to conservation and expanding outdoor recreation opportunities. The program 
provides funds through state general obligation bonds. The State of Wisconsin sells bonds to investors to raise the 
funds, then pays back the debt over subsequent years. A key component of Stewardship is cooperation and 
partnership between the Wisconsin DNR, local units of government, and 
nonprofit organizations. More than $8 million a year for ten years is allocated for 
local grant purposes.  
 
Although each program has individual goals, all projects must create or support 
nature-based outdoor recreational opportunities. “Nature-based outdoor 
recreation” means activities where the primary focus or purpose is the 
appreciation or enjoyment of nature. These activities may include, but are not limited to, hiking, bicycling, 
wildlife or nature observation, camping, nature study, fishing, hunting, picnicking, cross-country skiing, and 
canoeing. Support facilities for these activities may include, but are not limited to, access roads, parking areas, 
utility and sanitation systems, sanitary and shelter buildings, signs, interpretive items, and other features that 
enhance nature-based outdoor recreation and/or improve disabled accessibility. 

 
Stewardship Grant Subprogram Descriptions 
Aids for the Acquisition and Development of Local Parks (ADLP)  
To enhance the quality of life for Wisconsin residents and visitors by expanding the opportunities for outdoor 
recreation in local parks and recreation areas. Acquiring or developing public outdoor recreation areas for 
nature-based outdoor recreation, including trails and supports facilities development. 
 
Urban Rivers (UR)  
To improve the quality of urban waterways and riverfronts through preservation, restoration or enhancement 
which will encourage economic revitalization and expanded outdoor recreational opportunities that involve 
enjoyment of the state’s natural resources. Acquiring land or rights in land on or adjacent to rivers that flow 
through urban areas, in order to preserve or restore urban rivers or riverfronts for the purposes of economic 
revitalization and encouraging outdoor recreation activities, including trail and support facilities development. 
 
Urban Green Space (UGS)   
To enhance the quality of life for Wisconsin urban dwellers by providing open natural space within or in 
proximity to urban development. Acquiring lands to provide natural space within or near urban areas, protect 
scenic or ecological features, and to provide land for noncommercial gardening. Developing a trail on lands 
acquired through this program is usually an activity that is allowed. 

 
Acquisition of Development Rights (ADR)   
To acquire development rights for the protection of natural, agricultural, or forestry values that would enhance 
nature-based outdoor recreation opportunities. A new Stewardship initiative to acquire development rights 
(easements) for nature-based outdoor recreation purposes, including development rights for where a trail might 
be located or that might buffer a trail. 
 
State Property Development Grants   
To develop nature-based outdoor recreational opportunities on Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
owned land. 



- 6 - 

 
Eligible Applicants  
Towns, villages, cities, counties or tribal governments are eligible to apply for funds. Qualified nonprofit 
conservation organizations (NCO's) are also eligible for land acquisition grants through the local assistance grant 
programs. 
 
Eligible Projects 

• Development and rehabilitation of trails and trail linkages. 
• Construction of trailside and trailhead facilities. 
• Acquisition of easement or property for trails. 
• Maintenance is not an eligible expense in the Stewardship Program. 

 
Levels of Assistance 
Eligible sponsors may receive a grant for up to 50% of the total project costs. The project sponsor’s match can 
consist of cash payments, donations of labor, materials, services and land for projects. These donations must be 
consistent with program rules and be identified at the time of application. 
 
Funding Cycle 
Applications are due to the DNR Regional Offices by May 1 of each year. 
 
Contacts  
If you have questions about the stewardship grant programs, your application, or your project, Contact your 
regional Community Services Specialist (see page 11 for contact information). If you have general questions 
about program history, development or fund status, contact: 
• Local Government Grant Program Manager, Amy Bradley - Amy.Bradley@Wisconsin.gov, (608) 267-0497 
• Nonprofit Conservation Organization Grant Manager, Kim Wright - Kimberlee.Wright@Wisconsin.gov, (608) 266-0868 
 
 

      STEWARDSHIP GRANT  
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Is there a maximum grant award? N N N N Y * 
Is there a sponsor match requirement? Y Y Y Y Y 
Are non-cash donations eligible as sponsor match? Y Y Y Y Y 
Does the program fund development? Y Y N N Y 
Does the program fund acquisition? Y Y Y Y N 
Does the program fund planning? N N N N N 
Are local governments eligible? Y Y Y Y N 
Are nonprofit conservation organizations eligible? Y Y Y Y Y 
 
* The maximum grant award under this program is $20,000 per year. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Summary Information on 
Stewardship Subprograms 
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DNR GRANT PROGRAMS: 
 
B. ATV Fund 
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/cfa/LR/ATV/atvtrails.html 
 
Program Description  
The all-terrain vehicle grant program was created by the Wisconsin Legislature in 1985. The DNR was 
authorized to administer a grant program to accommodate all-terrain vehicles through the acquiring, insuring, 
rehabilitating, developing and maintaining of all-terrain vehicle trails, intensive use areas, support facilities and 
routes as per section 23.33 of Wisconsin Statutes. An off-road vehicle (ORV) advisory council consisting of 
seven members appointed by the Natural Resources Board advises the Department on matters relating to the 
administration of the program.  
 
Eligible Applicants 
Cities, villages, towns, counties, tribes and federal agencies are eligible. 
 
Eligible Projects   
Eligible project costs include: 
• Maintenance of all-terrain vehicle trails – up to 

$450 per mile for summer maintenance and up to 
$100 per mile for winter maintenance. 

• Up to 50% cost sharing for the costs to operate 
and maintain an intensive use area. 

• Up to 100% of the cost of purchasing liability 
insurance for the sponsor of the trail or intensive 
use area. 

• Up to 100% of the cost of both short term 
($.10/rod) and fee simple acquisition for all-terrain 
vehicle trail riding opportunities. 

• Up to 100% of the cost of major rehabilitation to 
bridge structures or trail segments damaged as a 
result of all-terrain vehicle use. 

• Provides up to 100% of the cost of the 
development of ATV trails and intensive use areas, 
including routes. 

 
Levels of Assistance 
No cap, but projects are generally under $100,000. 
 
Funding Priorities   
Highest priority for funds is the maintenance, insurance, and acquisition of existing trails and intensive use areas, 
followed by bridge and trail rehabilitation and then the development of new all-terrain riding opportunities and 
support facilities. 
 
Funding Cycle   
Applications are due to the DNR Regional Offices by April 15 of each year.  
 
Contacts   
Contact your regional Community Service Specialist (see table on page 11 for names and phone numbers) or 
Diane Conklin, Diane.Conklin@Wisconsin.gov, (715) 822-8583.
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DNR GRANT PROGRAMS: 
 
C. Snowmobile Fund 
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/lr/snowmobile/snow.html  
 
Program Description   
The snowmobile grant program was created with the creation of sections 23.09(26) and 350.12(4), Wisconsin 
Statutes. The DNR was authorized to administer a grant program to counties for the acquisition, development, 
insurance and maintenance of public snowmobile trails. The Governor's snowmobile recreation council, 
consisting of 15 members, was created to advise the DNR on matters relating to the administration of the 
program.   
 
Eligible Applicants 
Approximately 90% of available funds are distributed to counties for the maintenance, development and 
infrastructure of snowmobile trails. Cities, villages, and towns are eligible for route signage costs. Snowmobile 
clubs can receive free signage for trails open to the public.  
 
Eligible Projects   
Eligible projects include maintenance of snowmobile trail, providing up to $250 per mile to keep a trail safe and 
enjoyable to use, major bridge rehabilitation, trail rehabilitation and trail development. Highest priority of funds 
provides for maintenance of existing approved trails, including purchase of county liability insurance and 
acquisition of easements of less than three years.    
 
Funding Cycle 
Applications are due to the DNR Regional Offices by April 15 of each year.  
 
Contacts  
Contact your regional Community Service Specialist (see table on page 11 for names and phone numbers) or 
Diane Conklin, Diane.Conklin@Wisconsin.gov, (715) 822-8583. 
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DNR GRANT PROGRAMS:  
          
D. Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/LR/SECTION/rectrails.html  
 
Program Description   
Recreational Trails Program (RTP) provides funds through the transfer of federal gas excise taxes paid on fuel 
used in off-highway vehicles. These funds are used to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-related 
facilities for both motorized and non-motorized recreational trail uses. This program is sometimes also called 
RTA which stands for Recreational Trails Act. 
 
Eligible Applicants   
Towns, villages, cities, counties, tribal governing bodies, school districts, state agencies, federal agencies or 
incorporated organizations are eligible to apply for funds. Incorporated organizations are those that are 
incorporated under section 181.32 of Wisconsin Statutes, whose primary purpose is promoting, encouraging or 
engaging in outdoor recreation trails activities. 
 
Eligible Projects 

• Maintenance and restoration of existing trails. 
• Development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and trail linkages. 
• Construction of new trails (with certain restrictions on Federal lands). 
• Acquisition of easement or property for trails. 

 
Levels of Assistance    
Eligible sponsors may receive a grant for up to 50% of the total project costs of a recreational trail project. In 
addition to sponsor match consisting of cash payments, the sponsor may utilize donations of labor, materials, 
services and land for the trail project to act as the non-Federal cost share. These donations must be consistent 
with program rules and be identified at the time of application. 

 
RTP funds may only be used on trails which have been identified in or which further a specific goal of a local, 
county or state trail plan included or referenced in a statewide comprehensive outdoor recreation plan required 
by the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund Program (LAWCON). 30% of the funds must be used on 
motorized trail uses, 30% on non-motorized trail uses, and 40% on diversified (multiple) trail uses. 
 
Funding Priorities  
The priorities for motorized, non-motorized or compatible/multiple use trails (in order of descending priority):  

1. Rehabilitation of existing trails  
2. Trail maintenance  
3. Trail development  
4. Trail acquisition 

 
Funding Cycle 
Applications are due to the DNR Regional Offices by May 1 of each year. 
 
Contacts  
Contact your regional Community Service Specialist (see table on page 11 for names and phone numbers) or 
Diane Conklin, Diane.Conklin@Wisconsin.gov, (715) 822-8583. 
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DNR GRANT PROGRAMS:  
 
E. Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)  
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/Grants/LWCF/  
 
Program Description 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a program established by Congress in 1965 to create parks 
and open spaces, protect wilderness, wetlands, and refuges, preserve wildlife habitat, and enhance recreational 
opportunities. From parks to playgrounds, wilderness to wetlands, bicycle paths to 
hiking trails, LWCF has helped communities nationwide acquire nearly seven million 
acres of parkland, water resources, and open space. LWCF has also underwritten the 
development of more than 37,000 state and local park and recreation projects.   
 
The fund has two main components: 1) a federal program that funds the purchase of 
land and water areas for conservation and recreation purposes within our nation's four 
federal and management agencies – Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Park Service, Bureau of Land Management; and 2) a state matching grants program that provides funds to states 
for planning, developing, and acquiring land and water areas for state and local parks and recreation areas. 
 
Source of Funds 
The program is funded through off shore oil and gas drilling lease proceeds. In most years the funds are divided 
among the states using a formula based primarily on population. The funding level varies annually. In Wisconsin 
we have funded over 1,800 state and local government land acquisition and development projects with the over $70 
million received since the program's beginnings. 
 
Eligible Applicants  
Local government (towns, villages, cities, counties, tribes), soil and water conservation districts and school 
districts are eligible. 
 
Level of Assistance  
Grant awards cover up to 50% of eligible project costs.  
 
Eligible Projects   
Developing and acquiring land and water areas for local parks and recreation areas. Funds appropriated to the 
state can be used to acquire land for parks and recreation purposes, conserve open space, forests, estuaries, 
wildlife, and natural resource areas through recreation projects, build or redevelop recreation and park facilities, 
provide riding and hiking trails, enhance recreation access, and habitat restoration as a project component. 
 
Contacts 
Contact your regional Community Service Specialist (see table on page 11 for names and phone numbers) or 
Amy Bradley, Amy.Bradley@Wisconsin.gov, (608) 267-0497 
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Regional Community Service Specialists (CSS) Contact Information 
For additional information and to submit applications please contact the CSS in your area. See table below. 

 
 
For information on program history, 
development, policy, statewide coordination, and 
program fund status, contact: 
 
Stewardship and Federal Land & Water 
Conservation grants to local governments 
Amy Bradley, Amy.Bradley@Wisconsin.gov,  
(608) 267-0497 
 
Stewardship Grants to nonprofit conservation 
organizations (NCO’s) 
Kim Wright, Kimberlee.Wright@Wisconsin.gov, 
(608) 266-0868 
 
Motorized Recreation Aids Programs, Federal 
Recreation Trails Program 
Diane Conklin, Diane.Conklin@Wisconsin.gov, 
(715) 822-8583. 

 
 
 

Northeast Region 
Counties: Brown, Calumet Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marinette, 

Marquette, Menominee, Oconto, Outagamie, Shawano, Waupaca, Waushara counties 

Local Government Contact 
Chris Halbur 

NER Headquarters 
2984 Shawano Avenue 
Green Bay, WI 54313 
Phone: (920) 662-5121 

Fax: (920) 662-5159 
Christine.Halbur@Wisconsin.gov  

NCO Contact 
Sue Kocken  

NER Headquarters 
1125 N Military Ave 

PO Box 10448 
Green Bay, WI 54307 
Phone: (920) 492-5797 

Fax: (920) 492-5877 
Susan.Kocken@Wisconsin.gov  

West Central Region 
Counties: Adams, Buffalo, Chippewa, Clark, Crawford, Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,  

Marathon, Monroe, Pepin, Pierce, Portage, St. Croix, Trempealeau, Vernon, Wood 

Local Government Contact 
Lavane Hessler 

1300 West Clairemont Avenue 
P.O. Box 4001 

Eau Claire, WI 54702-4001 
Phone: (715) 839-3751 

Fax: (715) 839-6076 
Lavane.Hessler@Wisconsin.gov 

NCO Contact 
Karen Blodgett 

1300 West Clairemont Avenue 
P.O. Box 4001 

Eau Claire, WI 54702-4001 
Phone: (715) 836-6574 

Fax: (715) 839-6076 
Karen.Blodgett@Wisconsin.gov 
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South Central Region 
Counties: Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Lafayette, Richland, Rock, Sauk 

Local Government Contact 
Renee Sanford  

3911 Fish Hatchery Rd 
Fitchburg, WI 53711 

Phone: (608) 275-3213 
Fax: (608) 275-3338 

Renee.Sanford@Wisconsin.gov  

NCO Contact 
Stefanie Brouwer  

3911 Fish Hatchery Rd 
Fitchburg, WI 53711 

Phone: (608) 275-3218 
Fax: (608) 275-3338 

Stefanie.Brouwer@Wisconsin.gov  

Southeast Region 
Counties: Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Sheboygan, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha 

Local Government Contact 
Tom Blotz 

2300 N. Dr. ML King Jr. Dr. 
Milwaukee, WI 53212 
Phone: (414) 263-8610 

Fax: (414) 263-8661 
Tom.Blotz@Wisconsin.gov 

 
Also: Gene Park  

Phone: (414) 263-8676 
Gene.Park@Wisconsin.gov 

 
NCO Contact 

Daniel Kaemmerer 
2300 N. Dr. ML King Jr. Dr. 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 
Phone: (414) 263-8661 

Fax: (414) 263-8661 
Daniel.Kaemmerer@Wisconsin.gov 

Northern Region (Spooner Office) 
Counties: Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Burnett, Douglas, Polk, Rusk, Sawyer and Washburn 

Local Government Contact 
Ed Slaminski 

810 West Maple Street 
Spooner, WI 54801 

Phone: (715) 635-4130 
Fax: (715) 635-4105  

Edward.Slaminski@Wisconsin.gov 

NCO Contact 
Pat Zatopa 

107 Sutliff Ave 
Rhinelander, WI 54501 
Phone: (715)265-8928 
Fax: (715) 365-8932 

Patricia.Zatopa@Wisconsin.gov 

Northern Region (Rhinelander Office) 
Counties: Florence, Forest, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Oneida, Price, Taylor and Vilas 

Local Government Contact 
Pat Zatopa 

107 Sutliff Ave 
Rhinelander, WI 54501 
Phone: (715)265-8928 
Fax: (715) 365-8932 

Patricia.Zatopa@Wisconsin.gov 

NCO Contact 
Pat Zatopa 

107 Sutliff Ave 
Rhinelander, WI 54501 
Phone: (715)265-8928 
Fax: (715) 365-8932 

Patricia.Zatopa@Wisconsin.gov 
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 Trail Funding Resources Administered by Wisconsin Governmental Agencies 
 

2. Department of Transportation (DOT) 
 
INTRODUCTION. The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) receives federal funds to 
provide a variety of improvement programs, including the Transportation Enhancements and the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Facilities programs as components of the Statewide Multi-Modal Improvement Program (SMIP). 
These programs are designed to fund projects that increase multi-modal transportation alternatives and enhance 
communities and the environment, and can be used to fund trails. 

 
A. Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program  

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/ad/te.htm  
 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Program (BPFP) in conjunction with TE 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/aid/bike-ped-facilities.htm  

 
Program Description  
The Transportation Enhancement (TE) program and Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Program (BPFP) are designed to 
strengthen the cultural, aesthetic and environmental aspects of transportation systems. The TE program provides for the 
implementation of non-traditional projects ranging from the restoration of historic transportation facilities, bike and 
pedestrian facilities, landscaping and scenic beautification, and the mitigation of water pollution from highway runoff. 
Examples of bicycle projects include multi-use trails (in greenways, former rail trails, etc.), paved shoulders, bike lanes, 
bicycle route signage, bicycle parking, overpasses/underpasses/bridges, and sidewalks. All TEs must relate to surface 
transportation. Federal regulations restrict the use of federal funds on trails that allow motorized users, with the exception 
of snowmobiles.  
 
Eligible Applicants 
All projects must be sponsored by a government agency or Indian Tribal Nation.  
 
Eligible Projects 
Eligible projects include: 
• Providing facilities for pedestrians and bicycles 
• Acquiring scenic easements and scenic or historic sites and preserving historic sites 
• Landscaping and other scenic beautification 
• Preserving abandoned railway corridors (including rail-trail development) 

 
Levels of Assistance 
Only projects costing $25,000 and above for non-construction and $100,000 and above for construction-related 
activities are eligible for the program. Project costs are 80% reimbursed. The required 20% match can be in-
kind/donated labor and materials provided certain conditions are met. 
 
Funding Priorities   
The most common TE program facility development projects in Wisconsin are: providing bicycle and/or pedestrian 
facilities; restoring railway depots; and streetscaping “Main Streets” and landscaping near transportation facilities. 
 
Funding Cycle   
Funding cycle varies. Contact the TE specialist at your local district transportation office for current information (see 
page 15 for listing). 
 
Contacts   
Contact your local TE specialist (see page 15) or John Duffe, State TE Coordinator, john.duffe@dot.state.wi.us;  
(608) 264-8723.  
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DOT GRANT PROGRAMS: 
 
B. Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/aid/saferoutes.htm 
 
Program Description   
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs encourage children ages K-8 to walk and bike to school by creating safer walking 
and biking routes. These programs are funded through the revised federal transportation act - SAFETEA-LU - signed 
into law on August 10, 2005. This legislation provides funding to state departments of transportation to create and 
administer SRTS Programs. SRTS Programs improve walking and biking travel options, promote healthier lifestyles in 
children at an early age and decrease auto-related emissions near schools. 
 
Eligible Applicants 
Communities in Wisconsin. 
 
Eligible Projects   
The Wisconsin Safe Routes to School Program provides funding for planning 
assistance and, infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects within two miles of an 
elementary or middle school (kindergarten through eighth grade), such as multi-use 
trails, bike racks, curb ramps and curb extensions, sidewalk improvements, bike and 
pedestrian education, and enforcement. 
 
Funding Cycle   
Funding cycle varies. Contact the Program Coordinator or local Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for more 
information (see page 16). 
 
Contacts 
Contact Renee Callaway, Program Coordinator, srts@dot.state.wi.us; (608) 266-3973. Also, contact your local MPO 
(see page 16). 
 
 
C. Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ)  
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/aid/cmaq.htm 
 
Program Description 
The primary purpose of the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ) is to fund projects and programs 
that reduce travel or emissions in areas that have failed to meet air quality standards for ozone, carbon monoxide and 
small particulate matter. Bicycle and pedestrian projects are eligible for CMAQ if they reduce the number of vehicle trips 
and miles traveled. Almost all bicycle projects eligible for Transportation Enhancements and Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Facilities programs are likely to be eligible, but a higher burden of proof that the project will reduce air pollution will be 
required. Non-construction activities such as maps and brochures may be eligible if a clear link can be made to emissions 
reductions. Only bicycle projects in Milwaukee, Kenosha, Racine, Ozaukee, Waukesha, Washington, Sheboygan, 
Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Walworth and Door Counties are eligible for CMAQ.  
 
Funding Cycle   
Funding cycle varies. Contact the CMAQ specialist at your local district transportation office for current information 
(see page 15). 
 
Contacts 
Contact your local district transportation office (note that the Region 2 (Waukesha) contact is Anita Pusch), or John 
Duffe, State Coordinator john.duffe@dot.state.wi.us; (608) 264-8723. Also contact your local MPO (see page 16).   
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DOT GRANT PROGRAMS: 
 
D. Other Funding Sources 
 
Highway Safety Improvement Program 
Bicycle and pedestrian projects are eligible for this program. The program focuses on projects intended for locations 
that have a documented history of previous crashes. Contact Wisconsin DOT Region coordinators for more details, 
or Chuck Thiede, Statewide Coordinator, (608) 266-3341. 
 
Surface Transportation Program - Urban    
Metropolitan areas receive an allocation of funds annually for a variety of improvements including bicycle and 
pedestrian projects. Most of the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) that administer this program have 
been using these funds to integrate bicycle and pedestrian projects as larger street reconstruction projects are initiated. 
See page 16 for MPO contact information.  
 
Incidental Improvements   
Bicycle and pedestrian projects are eligible for funding from most major federal-aid programs. One very cost-effective 
way of facilitating bicycle and pedestrian accommodations is to incorporate them as part of larger reconstruction, new 
construction, or repaving project. The same source of funding can usually be used for the bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodation as for larger highway improvements. The bicycle and pedestrian accommodation must be incidental 
in scope and cost to the overall project. Most bicycle and pedestrian accommodations in Wisconsin are made as 
incidental improvements.  
 

Wisconsin DOT Regional Office Contacts 
 

SW Region - Columbia, Crawford, Dane, Dodge, 
Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Juneau, La Crosse, 
Lafayette, Monroe, Richland, Sauk, Rock, Vernon  

Marilyn Daniels (608) 246-3864 / 2101 Wright St.  
Madison, WI 53704-2583 
marilyn.daniels@dot.state.wi.us 

SE Region - Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, 
Racine, Walworth, Washington, Waukesha  

Scott Ahles (262) 548-8789 / 141 Barstow St. NW  
Waukesha, WI 53187-0798  
scott.ahles@dot.state.wi.us  

NE Region - Brown, Calumet, Door, Fond du 
Lac, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marinette, Oconto, 
Outagamie, Sheboygan, Winnebago  

Pam Deneys (920) 492-5679  
944 Vanderperren Way / Green Bay, WI 54324  
pamela.deneys@dot.state.wi.us 

NC Region - Adams, Florence, Forest, Green 
Lake, Iron, Lincoln, Langlade, Marathon, 
Marquette, Menominee, Oneida, Portage, Price, 
Shawano, Vilas Waupaca, Waushara, Wood  

Joe Benbenek (715) 365-5714  
510 Hanson Lake / Rhinelander, WI 54501  
joseph.benbenek@dot.state.wi.us 

NW Region (south) - Buffalo, Chippewa, Clark, 
Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, Pepin, Pierce, St. Croix, 
Taylor, Trempealeau  

Mohamad Hayek (715) 836-2065  
718 W. Clairmont Ave. / Eau Claire, WI 54701 
mohamad.hayek@dot.state.wi.us 

NW Region (north) Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, 
Burnett, Douglas, Polk, Rusk, Sawyer, Washburn  

Glenn Landis (715) 392-7994  
1701 N. 4th Street / Superior, WI 54880  
glenn.landis@dot.state.wi.us  

 
State Program Coordinator – John Duffe, (608) 264-8723; john.duffe@dot.state.wi.us 
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Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Regional Planning Commission (RPC) Contacts
Agency Name Director and Mailing Address Primary Staff Contact Information 

Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission:
Sheboygan MPO  
Jim Van Lannen, RPC
http://www.baylakerpc.org
jvanlaan@baylakerpc.org  

Mark A. Walter, Director 
441 South Jackson St. 
Green Bay, WI 54301 
Email: mwalter@baylakerpc.org 

Jeff Agee-Aguayo, MPO 
Phone:  (920) 448-2820
Fax:       (920) 448-2823 
Email:  jagee@baylakerpc.org

Brown County Planning Commission:
Green Bay MPO 
(920) 448-6480 
www.co.brown.wi.us/planning/transportation.html 

Chuck Lamine, Director 
PO Box 23600 
Green Bay, WI  54305-3600
Email: lamine_cf@co.brown.wi.us 

Cole Runge 
Phone:  (920) 448-6480 
Fax:       (920) 448-4487 
Email: runge_cm@co.brown.wi.us 

East Central Intergovernmental Association
Dubuque, IA MPO 
(563) 556-4166
http://www.ecia.org/municipalities/transplanning/index.html 

Kelley Deutmeyer, Director
3999 Pennsylvania Ave. Suite 200 
Dubuque, IA   52002
Email:  kdeutmeyer@ecia.org 

Chandra Ravada
Phone: (563) 556-4166
Fax:      (563) 556-0348
Email: cravada@ecia.org

East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission:
Appleton/Oshkosh MPO  (920) 751-4770 
http://www.eastcentralrpc.org 

Eric Fowle, Director 
400 Ahnaip St., Suite 100 
Menasha, WI  54952 
Email: efowle@eastcentralrpc.org 

Walt Raith 
Phone:  (920) 751-4770
Fax:       (920) 751-4771 
Email: wraith@eastcentralrpc.org

Fond du Lac MPO
(920) 929-3350 
http://www.eastcentralrpc.org

Hal Wortman, Director  (920) 929-3351 
160 S Macy St., PO Box 150 
Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0150 
Email: hwortman@ci.fond-du-lac.wi.us 

Walt Raith 
Phone:  (920) 751-4770
Fax:       (920) 751-4771 
Email: wraith@eastcentralrpc.org

Janesville MPO
 (608) 755-3084
http://www.ci.janesville.wi.us/government/planning/mpo.htm  

Brad Cantrell, Director
18 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 5005 
Janesville, WI  53547-5005 
Email: cantrellb@ci.janesville.wi.us

Terry Nolan 
Phone: (608) 755-3095
Fax:      (608) 755-3196
Email:  nolant@ci.janesville.wi.us 

La Crosse Area Planning Committee
La Crosse MPO 
(608) 785-5977 
www.lapc.org/ 

Tom Faella, Director
400 4th St. N., Room 2300 
La Crosse, WI 54601-2300 
Email: faella.tom@co.la-crosse.wi.us 

Jackie Eastwood 
Phone: (608) 785-6141 
Fax:   (608) 793-6525 
Email: Eastwood.Jackie@co.la-crosse.wi.us

Madison Area Transportation Planning Board
Madison MPO 
608-266-4336
www.madisonareampo.org 

Bob McDonald, Director 266-4518
121 S. Pinckney St., Suite 400  
Madison, WI  53703
rmcdonald@cityofmadison.com 

William Schaefer 
Phone:  (608) 266-9115
Fax:      (608) 261-9967
Email: wschaefer@cityofmadison.com 

Marathon County Metro Planning Commission:
Wausau MPO 
(715) 261-6040 
www.co.marathon.wi.us/infosubtop.asp?dep=27&tid=3

Ed Hammer, Director 
Marathon County Planning Department 
210 River Dr. 
Wausau, WI  54403-5449 
Email:jehammer@mail.co.marathon.wi.us 

Dave Mack 
Phone: (715) 261-6043 
Fax:     (715) 261-6016
Email: dtmack@mail.co.marathon.wi.us

Metro Interstate Council (M.I.C.):
Duluth/Superior MPO 
(800) 232-0707; (218) 529-7545 
www.ardc.org 

Pat Henderson, Director, Arrowhead 
Regional Development Commission 
221 W First St. Duluth, MN  55802 
Email: phenderson@ardc.org 

Ron Chicka 
Phone: (218) 529-7506 
Fax:      (218) 529-7592 
Email: rchicka@ardc.org 

Mississippi River Regional Planning Commission
(608) 785-9396
www.mrrpc.com 

Gregory Flogstad, Director 
1707 Main St., Suite 240 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
Email:  greg@mrrpc.com 

Peter Fletcher 
Phone: (608) 785-9396
Fax:     (608) 785-9394 
Email:  peter@mrrpc.com 

North Central WI Regional Planning Commission
(715) 849-5510
www.ncwrpc.org 

Dennis Lawrence, Director 
210 McClellan St., Suite 210 
Wausau, WI  54403 
Email: dlawrence@ncwrpc.org

Darryl Landeau 
Phone: (715) 849-5510 Ext. 308
Fax: (715) 849-5110 
Email:  dlandeau@ncwrpc.org

Northwest Regional Planning Commission
(715) 635-2197
Mariann Lee (bkper) (715) 635-2197
www.nwrpc.com 

Myron Schuster, Director 
1400 South River Street 
Spooner, WI  54801 
Email:  mschuster@nwrpc.com 

Sheldon Johnson 
Phone: (715) 635-2197
Fax:     (715) 635-7262 
Email:  sjohnson@nwrpc.com

Southeastern WI Regional Planning Commission:
Kenosha,/Milwaukee/ Racine MPO 
(262) 547-6721;  Libby (bkper) #201 
www.sewrpc.org 

Ken Yunker, Director
Email:  kyunker@sewrpc.org

 W239N1812 Rockwood Drive,
P.O. Box 1607 
Waukesha, WI 53187-1607 

Chris Hiebert 
Phone: (262) 547-6722 (#227)
Fax:     (262) 547-1103
Email: chiebert@sewrpc.org 

Southwestern WI Regional Planning Commission
(608) 342-1214 
www.swwrpc.org

Larry Ward, Director 
One University Plaza, Room 719 
Platteville, WI 53818 
Email:  wardla@uwplatt.edu 

Amy Seeboth 
Phone: (608) 342-1057
Fax:     (608) 342-1220
Email:  seebotha@uwplatt.edu 

State Line Area Transportation Study:
Beloit MPO 
(608) 264-6690 
http://beloit.govoffice3.com/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC
={CB668F51-CAD6-4BD1-B913-2602817D75A2}&DE=

Mike Flesch, Engineering Director 
100 State Street 
Beloit, WI 53511 
Email:  fleschm@ci.beloit.wi.us 

Bob Soltau 
Phone:  (608) 364-6702 
Fax:      (608) 364-6609 
Email:   SoltauB@ci.beloit.wi.us 

West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning 
Commission
Eau Claire-Chippewa Falls MPO
(715) 836-2918 
www.wcwrpc.org 

Jerry Chasteen, Director 
800 Wisconsin St., Mailbox #9 
Eau Claire, WI  54703-3606 
Email: jerry@wcwrpc.org

Ann Schell 
Phone: (715) 836-2918 
Fax:      (715) 836-2886 
Email: aschell@wcwrpc.org 

MPO/RPC Responsibilities
Sandra Beaupre 

(266-7575)  
Aileen Switzer 

(266-3662) 
Claudia Orvis 

(266-1857) 
 Andrea Finch 

(266-8377) 
John Nordbo 

(267-7751) 
Bobbi Retzlaff  

(264-7266) 
Diane Paoni 
(266-1402) 

SEWRPC All MPO/RPC All MPO/RPC La Crosse MPO
Chippewa/Eau Claire 

MPO
WCWRPC  
MRRPC

Appleton/Oshkosh
MPO

Fond du Lac MPO 
Wausau MPO 
 Beloit MPO 

Janesville MPO 
NCRPC

ECRPC

SEWRPC
Superior/Duluth 

MPO
Dubuque MPO  

Green Bay MPO 
Sheboygan MPO 
Bay-Lake RPC, 

NWRPC, SWRPC 

Madison Area MPO 
CARPC
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 Trail Funding Resources Administered by Wisconsin Governmental Agencies 
 

3. Department of Administration (DOA) 
 
A. Comprehensive Planning Grants  

http://www.doa.state.wi.us/category.asp?linkcatid=745&linkid=128&locid=9  
 
Program Description 
The Wisconsin Department of Administration (DOA), Division of Intergovernmental Relations administers   
the Wisconsin Comprehensive Planning Grant Program to assist local governments in the development and 
adoption of comprehensive plans.  The Program awards $2 million in grant funds annually to assist local 
governments in the development of local comprehensive plans.  
 
Eligible Applicants 
Towns, villages, cities, counties and regional planning commissions are eligible to apply. Two or more local 
governmental units are eligible to apply as a multi-jurisdictional applicant. 
 
Eligible Projects   

• Eligible activities include activities reasonably related to the development of a comprehensive plan 
described in 16.965, 16.9651 and 66.1001 of Wisconsin Statutes. 

• Services and activities included in 16.965(2) and 16.9651(2), Wisconsin Statutes, including contracting for 
planning consultant services, public planning sessions, educational activities, and purchase of 
computerized planning data, planning software and hardware required to utilize planning data. 

• Development of the plan document including printing costs. 
• Public participation and outreach activities including educational materials, citizen surveys, internet 

activities and newsletters. 
• Development, purchase and documentation of data, maps and computerized information used within the 

plan or plan update. 
• Other activities necessary for the development and preparation of a comprehensive plan or plan update. 

 
Levels of Assistance 
Maximum grant award levels range from $10,000 to $175,000 and are based on the population of the community 
applying for the grant. The required local match for the project is at most 50% of the base funding level, based 
on whether projects are single or multi-jurisdictional and the cost of the project.  
 
Funding Cycle   
Funding cycle varies. Contact Comprehensive Planning Grant Program staff for current information. 
 
Contacts 
Contact the Comprehensive Planning Grant Program staff, (608) 267-3369; Comp.Planning@wisconsin.gov. Also 
work with your local Metropolitan Planning Organization (see page 16) to get your trail included in local 
planning efforts. 
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DOA GRANT PROGRAMS: 
 
B. Coastal Management Grants  

http://coastal.wisconsin.gov  
 

Program Description 
The Wisconsin Coastal Management Program (WCMP) supports the management, protection and restoration of 
Wisconsin's coastal resources, and increases public access to the Great Lakes. The Wisconsin Department of 
Administration (DOA) administers WCMP Grants in collaboration with the Wisconsin Coastal Management 
Council (WCMC) and the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM), U.S. Department of 
Commerce, through funding provided under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (CZMA). 
 
Eligible Applicants 
Eligible applicants are local units of governments, state agencies, colleges and universities, regional planning 
commissions serving coastal areas, tribal units of government and private, nonprofit organizations. Applicants 
for redevelopment and public access projects must be public agencies; nonprofit applicants may be considered if 
the project will be implemented on publicly owned land. 
 
Eligible Projects   
Eligible activities include activities related to wetland protection and restoration, cumulative and secondary 
impacts of development, land use and community planning, waterfront renovation, and public access projects. 
Projects must be located in one or more Wisconsin counties adjacent to Lake Superior or Lake Michigan. 
 
Redevelopment and Public Access Grants will renovate under-used or deteriorated waterfronts 
(lakefront/riverfront), boost the local economy and make waterfronts more accessible and enjoyable to the 
public. Projects that qualify for this grant category are low-cost construction projects that are not capital-
intensive. Examples include construction of walkways, piers, viewing decks, fishing piers, restoration of historic 
buildings, etc. Funds may be used to purchase materials and to pay labor and management costs for 
construction. Land acquisition for providing public access and removal of pilings is also eligible. 
 
Projects that are not eligible include harbor dredging, warehouse demolition, breakwater construction, 
constructing an erosion-control structure, marina construction and improvements to buildings for rental and 
lodging.  
 
Levels of Assistance 
Approximately $1.5 million is available annually for Coastal Management Grants. Projects totaling $60,000 or 
less require a 50% match. Projects larger than $60,000 require a 60% match. Match may be in-kind, cash, or a 
combination of the two. Applicants must certify that they can supply the required match. Match cannot be 
federal funds except for tribal “self-sufficiency” grants. Local money spent before the grant is awarded cannot be 
considered as match, including expenses incurred in preparing this application, preliminary engineering reports, 
etc. 
 
Funding Cycle   
A request for proposals will be released in August; applications are due in November. Projects may start after 
July 1 and must be completed within 12 months (June 30).  
 
Contacts 
Contact the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, (608) 267-7982; coastal@wisconsin.gov. 
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 Private Trail Funding Resources (List not complete) 

 
American Greenways Kodak Awards Program 
http://www.conservationfund.org/node/245  
Eastman Kodak, the Conservation Fund, and the National Geographic Society provide small grants to stimulate the 
planning and design of greenways in communities throughout America. This program provides grants of $500 to 
$2500 to local greenways projects. Grants can be used for almost any activity that serves as a catalyst for local 
greenway planning, design or development. Contact the American Greenways Program at the Conservation Fund, 
(703) 525-6300; kodakawards@conservationfund.org.  
 
 
American Hiking Society – National Trails Fund 
http://www.americanhiking.org  
Created in 1998, American Hiking Society's National Trails Fund is the only privately supported national grants 
program providing funding to grassroots organizations working toward establishing, protecting and maintaining foot 
trails in America. National Trails Fund grants have been used for land acquisition, constituency building campaigns, 
and traditional trail work projects. Awards typically range from $500 to $5,000 per project. For more information, 
contact the American Hiking Society, (800) 972-8608; info@AmericanHiking.org.  
 
 
Bikes Belong Grants Program 
http://bikesbelong.org/grants   
The Bikes Belong Grants Program strives to put more people on bicycles more often by funding important and 
influential projects that leverage federal funding and build momentum for bicycling in communities across the U.S. 
These projects include bike paths, lanes, and routes, as well as bike parks, mountain bike trails, BMX facilities, and 
large-scale bicycle advocacy initiatives. Visit the Bikes Belong website for more information. 
 
 
International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) 
http://www.imba.com/resources/grants/index.html   
IMBA creates, enhances, and preserves trail opportunities for mountain bikers worldwide, and helps with trail design. 
IMBA encourages low-impact riding, volunteer trail work participation, cooperation among different trail user groups, 
and innovative trail management solutions. Visit the IMBA website for a listing of funding opportunities. 
 
 
REI 
http://www.rei.com/aboutrei/grants02.html  
REI offers two kinds of grants. One focuses on conservation and the other on recreational activities.  Unsolicited 
grant requests will not be accepted. REI employees must make nominations. Contact your nearest REI store for 
information. Two REI stores are located in Wisconsin. 
 
REI, Brookfield Store   REI, Madison Store    
13100 West Capitol Drive  7483 West Towne Way    
Milwaukee, WI 53005   Madison, WI 53719 
(262) 783-6150    (608) 833-6680 
 
 
 
 
 



- 20 - 

 Other Funding Sources 
 
Wisconsin Environmental Education Board (WEEB) - Energy Resource Grant Program 
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/grant-program/  
Energy Resource Grants are available specifically for K-12 Technology and Engineering (Tech. Ed.) teachers and 
Family and Consumer Science (FCS) teachers. These funds are designed to be used to purchase energy-related 
resources and services and to support professional development experiences in energy education. This grant program 
is offered in cooperation with the Wisconsin K-12 Energy education Program (KEEP) and is funded by Focus on 
Energy. These grants would not pay for trail construction but would pay for education which could include things like 
kiosks, maps, signs, and other user education efforts in schools. 
 
 
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin - C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Program 
http://www.wisconservation.org/index.php?page=About_the_Program  
The C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Program promotes the responsible stewardship of Wisconsin's natural 
resources at the local level by providing matching grants for small-scale, natural resource projects and programs. The 
grant program is named after C.D. "Buzz" Besadny, former head of the Department of Natural Resources and 
Natural Resources Foundation co-founder, in honor of his dedication to the conservation of Wisconsin's natural 
resources. For more information, contact the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, (866) 264-4096, 
info@wisconservation.org.  
 
 
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin - Norma and Stanley DeBoer Quiet Trails Fund 
http://www.wisconservation.org/ 
The Norma and Stanley DeBoer Quiet Trails Fund was created by Carla and Neal Butenhoff of Elm Grove, 
Wisconsin as a donor-advised fund in support of quiet (non-motorized) trails on public lands. For more information, 
contact the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, (866) 264-4096, info@wisconservation.org.  
 
 
National Endowment for the Arts – Design Arts Program 
http://arts.endow.gov/grants/apply/Design.html  
The Design Arts Program of the National Endowment for the Arts funds projects that promote excellence in urban 
design, historic preservation, planning, architecture and landscaped planning.  Contact the staff: Room 265, Nancy 
Hanks Center, 1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20506. 
 
 
Local Community Foundations 
Local Community Foundations in your area are good potential funding sources. The book Foundations in Wisconsin is 
available through your local library and will list Community Foundations that serve your area. 
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 Websites to visit as you are thinking about your project: 

 
Rail to Trails Conservancy - http://www.railtrails.org  
The purpose of Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC) is to enrich America's communities and countryside by 
creating a nationwide network of public trails from former rail lines and connecting corridors. Founded in 1986, 
RTC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that promotes policy at the national and state levels to create the 
conditions that make trail building possible. Rails-to-Trails Conservancy is located in Washington, D.C. and has 
regional offices in California, Florida, Ohio and Pennsylvania.  
 

Contact Information 
In Wisconsin, contact the Ohio office for more information:  
10 South High Street, Suite A 
Canal Winchester, OH 43110 
Phone: (614) 837-6782  
Fax: (614) 837-6783 

 
 
American Hiking Society - http://www.americanhiking.org  
The mission of American Hiking Society (AHS) is protecting and promoting foot trails. They also offer a 
multitude of resources to help fund and plan for trails and serve as an advocate for policy that benefits foot 
travel. AHS is located in Washington DC and works to closely monitor federal legislation, but also offers 
resources and assistance to local trails groups.   
 

Contact Information  
American Hiking Society  
1422 Fenwick Lane  
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Phone: (800) 972-8608 
Fax: (301) 565-6714  
E-mail: info@AmericanHiking.org  
 
 

Gathering Waters - http://www.gatheringwaters.org   
Gathering Waters is a land conservation organization formed in 1995 to assist land trusts, landowners and 
communities in their efforts to protect Wisconsin's land and water resources. Established by a coalition of land 
trusts, Gathering Waters serves as an education and technical assistance center for land trusts and landowners, 
providing training and expert advice on land conservation issues. Gathering Waters works directly with 
concerned landowners and existing land trusts to preserve Wisconsin's natural heritage and rural landscape.  
 

Contact Information 
211 S. Paterson St., Suite 270 
Madison, WI 53703 
Phone: (608) 251-9131 
Fax: (608) 663-5971 
E-mail: info@gatheringwaters.org  
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