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Government Green Building Programs Inventory

As municipalities consider adopting green building standards, they are likely to look at programs of other cities so as not 
to reinvent the wheel. This national inventory of local government green building programs provides information about key 
factors of each of the programs. It indicates the policy vehicle used whether it be guidelines, administrative code, ordinance 
or bylaw, whether the policies are mandatory or voluntary and the sector(s) to which they apply. It describes the performance 
standard used and what, if any, incentives are offered. Additionally, information about how the programs are funded and 
their staffi ng levels are provided. It is organized alphabetically by jurisdiction and contains live links to the actual policy or 
program. 

The primary green building standard cited is LEED™- Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, the nationally 
recognized green building rating system of the US Green Building Council (www.usgbc.org). LEED™ is a third party certifi cation 
program. There are four certifi cation levels: certifi ed, silver, gold and platinum. These are achieved by implementing some 
prerequisite approaches and benchmarks along with optional points in the areas of sustainable site, water effi ciency, energy 
and atmosphere, resource effi ciency, indoor environmental quality and innovations. The number of green features integrated 
into the design determines the number of points and hence, the level of certifi cation. Through integrated design-- forming a 
cross-disciplinary team from the beginning to design and construct the building as a whole system incorporating green and 
cost effective approaches, the LEED™ system typically results in buildings that are energy, water and resource effi cient, and 
healthy for those living and working in them as well as for the environment and the community.

The Government Green Building Programs Inventory was fi rst compiled by University of Wisconsin-Extension and Flad & 
Associates in 2004, in preparing recommendations for the City of Madison Mayor’s Energy Task Force. The database has 
been updated and maintained by UW-Extension. In the last three years, the number of government green building programs 
has nearly tripled, increasing from 36 municipal programs to 113. The programs have expanded to include additional sectors 
and, in some cases, the base level of certifi cation has increased as well. 

Of the 113 municipal programs listed in this inventory, 101 are based on the LEED™ green building rating system. While the 
majority of municipalities use the LEED™ standard, 28% do not require third party certifi cation through USGBC. Seventy-
three municipalities require certifi cation through USGBC for at least one of their sectors (municipal, commercial, multifamily, 
residential, industrial).  Some communities require that municipal buildings are certifi ed to LEED™ but offer voluntary 
programs with incentives for the private sector.  Fifty-fi ve per cent of municipalities listed have programs and policies 
that pertain to private commercial development. There are many permutations and approaches between communities as 
detailed in the inventory.

Once your municipality has passed a green building resolution or ordinance, or has expanded or revised an existing one, 
please send the link and additional information as presented in the Inventory so it can be added to the database. Send 
information to gruder@engr.wisc.edu. The Government Green Building Programs Inventory will be linked on the US Green 
Building Council’s Government Committee web page.

2007 Update      2004 First Edition
By: Sherrie Gruder, UW-Extension    By: Sherrie Gruder, UW-Extension and Garrick Maine, Flad & Associates
Research Assistance: Josh Clements, SHWEC Intern  Research Assistance: Colleen Blomgren UW-Extension and Marr Bolger,  
              Steve Carbin and Trevor Calarco, Flad & Associates.

http://www.shwec.uwm.edu
http://www.shwec.uwm.edu
http://www.uwex.edu/
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1 Acton, MA Zoning By-
law

M / C 
/ MF / 
R / I

V LEED™ All development in 
the township

Buildings achieving 
LEED™ Certification 
are granted a 
development density 
bonus

Alameda County Green Building 
Practices

County 
Admin-
istrative
Code

M M LEED™ All county projects 
except for traditional 
public works projects 
(see comments)

County 
administrator's office 
& other designated 
compliance officials

Buildings must be 
certified to LEED™ 
Silver level minimum

Alameda County Green Building 
Guidelines: Home Remodeling 
& New Home Construction

Guidelines R V Alameda County (CA) 
Waste Management 
Authority Green 
Building Guidelines

Residential 
development--
professional 
contractors and 
homeowners

Alameda County 
Waste Management 
Authority and 
Recycling Board

Green Points 
requirement - need a 
minimum of 50 to be 
considered a "green 
home"

Albany, CA Green Building and Bay Friendly 
Landscaping Ordinance

City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ All municipal projects 
greater than 5,000 
SF; public-private 
partnership projects

LEED Certified level 
required, Silver level 
encouraged. LEED™ 
AP must be part of the 
design team. 
Compliance offical will 
inspect for LEED 
compliance at each 
inspection and may 
issue a stop-work 
order.

Green Building and Bay Friendly 
Landscaping Ordinance

City 
ordinance

C M LEED™ All Commercial 
Construction and 
renovation projects 
greater than 10,000 
SF

See above

2

3

Government Green Building Programs Inventory

Alameda 
County, CA

http://doc.acton-ma.gov/dsweb/Get/Document-8253/EAVPC+Articles+Presented+at+Town+Meeting+-+April+2004.pdf
http://www.acgov.org/admin/admincode/Alameda_County_Administrative_Code/Title_4/38/index.html
http://www.builditgreen.org/
http://www.albanyca.org/dept/pdf/042506GreenBldgResoPZ.pdf
http://www.albanyca.org/dept/pdf/042506GreenBldgResoPZ.pdf
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Albany, CA 
continued

Green Building and Bay Friendly 
Landscaping Ordinance

City 
ordinance

MF M Alameda County (CA) 
Waste Management 
Authority Green 
Building Guidelines

Multi-use and multi-
family developments 
consisting of more 
than 5 residential 
units

Alameda County 
GreenPoints Checklist 
required to be 
incorporated into 
construction plans 
submitted for Building 
Permit review and 
issuance. Must meet or 
exceed point 
standards. Checklist 
must be completed 
and submitted.

Green Building and Bay Friendly 
Landscaping Ordinance

City 
ordinance

R M Alameda County (CA) 
Waste Management 
Authority Green 
Building Guidelines

Single family homes 
and remodels greater 
than 50% of existing 
square footage for 
house size 1,500 SF 
or greater

Alameda County 
GreenPoints Checklist 
required to be 
incorporated into 
construction plans 
submitted for Building 
Permit review and 
issuance.

4 Albuquerque, 
NM

High Performance Green 
Building Standards

Executive 
Order

M M LEED™ All city-funded 
projects over 5,000 
SF and/or using over 
50kW demand . All 
renovations of 
municipal buildings 
requiring two of three 
major systems 
replacements.

Department of 
Municipal 
Development, Energy 
Conservation Council.

Projects must be 
certified to LEED™ 
Silver minimum. 
Includes use of LEED-
NC™, LEED-EB™, 
LEED-CS™, and 
LEED-CI™ where 
applicable. Municipal 
buildings over 50,000 
GSF must draw 25% 
of electrical demand 
from on-site renewable 
sources. Energy 
consumption must be 
10% below code.

http://www.albanyca.org/dept/pdf/042506GreenBldgResoPZ.pdf
http://www.albanyca.org/dept/pdf/042506GreenBldgResoPZ.pdf
http://www.cabq.gov/sustainability/green-goals/green-building/green-building-page
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Arlington County Green Building 
Incentive Program

County 
program

C / 
MF / 
R

V LEED™ All types of 
development

A density bonus that 
ranges from a 
minimum of .15 Floor 
Area Ratio (FAR) for 
a LEED™  Certified 
project to a maximum 
of .35 FAR for a 
Platinum project.

Green Building Fund--
site plan developers 
who do not commit to 
achieving a LEED™ 
rating contribute to 
the Fund at a rate of 
$0.03 per SF

Arlington County 
Planning Division & 
Environmental 
Planning Office

Requirements for 
projects: LEED-AP on 
projects team; LEED 
scorecard & point 
explanation; tracking & 
credits incorporated 
into site plan; 
conditions verified for 
each permit; 
construction waste 
management plan; 
commissioning.  For 
multi-family, Energy 
Star appliance & other 
requirements.

Arlington County Green Home 
Choice Program

County 
program

R V Arlington Green 
Home Choice

Residential Front-of-the-line plan 
review, lawn signs 
indicating 
participation in the 
program, attendance 
at County-sponsored 
seminars, and 
recognition as “green” 
builders.

see above Arlington County 
Planning Division & 
Environmental 
Planning Office

Arlington Green Home 
Choice Certification 
Award requires 175 
points -- builders use 
county provided 
scoresheet to tally 
points.

6 Arlington (town 
of), MA

Arlington (town of) By-laws Town By-
laws

M M LEED™ New municipal 
construction

Certification at LEED™ 
Silver level or higher; 
project not deemed 
complete until 
certification is  
obtained.

Arlington 
County, VA

5

http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/EnvironmentalServices/epo/EnvironmentalServicesEpoGreenBuildings.aspx?lnsLinkID=1075
http://www.town.arlington.ma.us/Public_Documents/ArlingtonMA_TownBylaws/title1
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7 Asheville, NC Resolution M M LEED™ All new municipal 
projects 

LEED™ Gold 
certification required of 
buildings greater than 
5,000 SF, Silver for 
buildings less than 
5,000 SF. If the 
payback period for 
recovering incremental 
construction cost in 
building greater than 
5,000 SF is greater 
than ten years, City 
staff shall design, 
contract, and build to 
LEED™  Silver 
certification. 

City of Aspen / Pitkin County 
Efficient Building Program

City 
Program

MF / 
R

V Built-Green Colorado, 
Energy Star®

New construction and 
remodeling projects 
of one- and two-family 
dwellings, and 
multifamily dwellings 
not more than 3 
stories in height

Grants, Consultation, 
Education, Technical 
Assistance, 
Permitting Assistance

The City of Aspen, 
Holy Cross Energy, 
USDOE and The 
Colorado Governor’s 
Office of Energy 
Management and 
Conservation. 

Community Office of 
Resource Efficiency 
(CORE)

Point System based 
upon Built-Green 
Colorado incorporating 
Energy Star® 
guidelines. Point 
requirements vary 
depending upon 
project type and 
square footage. 
Checklist must be 
submitted with building 
permit application and 
worksite is subject to 
inspection for 
compliance.

City of Aspen / Pitkin County 
Efficient Building Program

Building 
Codes

M/C/
MF/R/
I

M Building codes based 
on of LEED™, Built-
Green Colorado, 
Energy Star®

All Buildings Cooperative program 
with Pitkin County, CO

9 Athens-Clarke 
County, GA

Building Design for 
Sustainability

Policy M M LEED™ All new municipal and 
municipally funded 
projects greater than 
5,000 SF, remodels 
where work area 
exceeds 50% of the 
aggregate area of the 
building

Athens-Clarke County 
LEED™ Committee 
and Environmental 
Coordinator

LEED™  registration 
and certification 
required. LEED-AP™  
must be on design 
team. Policy includes 
priority listing of 31 
LEED™ credits to be 
included in project 
RFP.

8 Aspen, CO

http://www.builtgreen.org/
http://www.aspenpitkin.com/depts/41/bldg_efficient.cfm
https://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=2265
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10 Atlanta, GA Sustainable Development 
Design Standards

City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ All municipal and city 
funded new 
construction and 
renovations larger 
than 5,000 SF, or at 
least $2 million

City Environmental 
Manager

LEED™ Silver 
certification required. 
Life cycle cost analysis 
required. Unoccupied 
or specialized buildings 
(pump stations, 
garages, and storage 
spaces) are exempt 
from standards; 
however, a LEED™ 
checklist must be 
completed for every 
project.

Austin, TX Austin Energy Municipal 
Guidelines

Guidelines M M LEED™ All public projects 
greater than 5,000 
GSF

Austin Energy--a 
community-owned 
electric utility & a 
department of the City 
of Austin

LEED™ Silver 
certification required, 
highest certification 
level possible should 
be pursued

Austin Energy Commercial 
Green Building Program

City 
program

C V Any commercial 
building owners and 
designers

Resources and 
technical assistance 
provided to design 
teams; Smart Growth 
Matrix credit; 
Financial bonus

see above

Austin Energy Multifamily Green 
Building Program

City 
program

MF V Any multifamily 
building owners and 
developers

Sustainability 
consultation; 
facilitation of links to 
incentives for 
resource & energy 
conservation; 
marketing assistance; 
SMART housing 
compliance, 
consulting, review.

see above

Austin Energy Residential 
Green Building Program

City 
program

R V 5 star rating system 
rates buildings in six 
areas: energy 
efficiency, testing, 
water efficiency, 
materials efficiency, 
health & safety, 
community

New and remodeled 
homes by builders, 
architects, or 
designers that are 
members of the 
Green Building 
Program

see above

11

http://www.atlantaga.gov/client_resources/forms/energy%20conservation/adopted%20ordinance.pdf
http://www.austinenergy.com/Energy%20Efficiency/Programs/Green%20Building/About%20Us/index.htm
http://www.austinenergy.com/Energy%20Efficiency/Programs/Green%20Building/index.htm
http://www.austinenergy.com/Energy%20Efficiency/Programs/Green%20Building/About%20Us/index.htm
http://www.austinenergy.com/Energy%20Efficiency/Programs/Green%20Building/About%20Us/index.htm
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Babylon, Town 
of, NY

Babylon's Green Building 
Initiative

City 
Building 
Code

C / 
MF / I

M LEED™ All new commercial, 
industrial, and multi-
family buildings over 
4,000 SF

Completion of LEED™  
checklist required for 
building permit, 
certification not 
required. All projects 
must pay $0.03/SF fee, 
not to exceed $15,000, 
into Babylon Green 
Building Fund. LEED™ 
cerfitied projects will 
have the fee refunded.

City 
Building 
Code

R M Home Energy Rating 
System (HERS), 
Energy Star™ 

All new single family 
residences

Long Island Port 
Authority (LIPA)

All new residences 
must be built to comply 
with the LIPA Energy 
Star Labeled Homes 
program and achieve 
either: 1) Builder 
Option Package 
established by the 
LIPA, or 2) achieve 84 
points or greater on the 
HERS test. Before 
building permit is 
obtained, plans 
submitted must certify 
Energy Star 
compliance with either: 
thermal envelope 
standards, electrical 
savings and ventilation 
requirements, or  LIPA 
equipment efficiency 
requirements.

13 Baltimore 
County, MD

Green Building Tax Incentive City 
Program

C V LEED™ Commercial buildings 
receiving a Silver or 
greater LEED™ 
certification may 
apply for a county 
property tax credit for 
up to 10 years and up 
to 100% of their 
county property tax

Issued on first-come, 
first-serve basis, 
capped at $1 million 
per year to a single 
project, $5 million 
overall for the program. 
County is exploring 
similar credit for 
homes.

12

http://www.e-codes.generalcode.com/codebook_frameset.asp?ep=fs&t=ws&cb=0924_A
http://www.e-codes.generalcode.com/codebook_frameset.asp?ep=fs&t=ws&cb=0924_A
http://www.baltimorecountycouncil.org/b08506.pdf
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14 Bar Harbor, ME City Code MF / 
R

V LEED™ Projects within a 
Planned Unit 
Development

For projects within a 
Planned Unit 
Development, the 
developer may apply 
for a density bonus of 
an additional market-
rate dwelling unit 
when all
the dwelling units 
meet LEED™ 
standards

Developer must sign 
affidavit for adherence 
during construction to 
meet LEED™ 
certification. Other 
density award options 
include: affordable 
housing, open space, 
pedestrian amenities, 
public transit, historic 
preservation, and 
stromwater 
management. 

Hugh L. Carey Battery Park City 
Authority Residential 
Environmental Guidelines

Guidelines MF M LEED-NC™,  LEED-
EB™ 

Residential facilities 
within their authority

New York State 
Green Building Tax 
Credit, New York 
State Energy 
Research and 
Development 
Authority

Hugh L. Carey Battery
Park City Authority

LEED™ Gold 
certification required 
and LEED-EB™ 
certification every 5 
years post-occupancy. 
All community space 
must attain LEED-CI™ 
Gold.

Hugh L. Carey Battery Park City 
Authority Commercial 
Environmental Guidelines

Guidelines C M Guidelines that are 
modeled after 
LEED™ and tailored 
to local concerns

Commercial facilities 
within their authority

Hugh L. Carey Battery
Park City Authority

Minimum requirement 
similar to LEED™ Gold 
rating

15 Battery Park, 
NY

http://www.e-codes.generalcode.com/codebook_frameset.asp?ep=fs&t=ws&cb=1953_A
http://www.batteryparkcity.org/index.php4?page=green_guidelines
http://www.batteryparkcity.org/index.php4?page=green_guidelines
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16 Bellingham, 
WA

Bellingham Green Building 
Resolution (same as Whatcom 
County, WA)

Resolution M / C 
/ MF / 
R

M LEED™ All publicially funded 
new and renovated 
projects over 5,000 
SF where city 
provides majority of 
funding.

LEED™ Silver 
certification is required 
for buildings greater 
than 5,000 SF. 
Resolution also 
promotes LEED™ and 
Low Impact 
Development (LID)  for 
private sector  projects 
not receiving city 
funds.

Berkeley Green Building 
Program

City Policy M / C V LEED™ Municipal buildings 
construction and 
renovation, 
municipally funded 
buildings, buildings on 
municipal land; larger 
than 5,000 GSF and 
$200,000

Sustainable 
Devlopment fee from 
Solid Waste & 
Permitting fee 
increases

City staff LEED™ Certification 
and registration not 
required, city 
determines whether 
projects achieve 
LEED™  rating at 
silver level or higher.

Berkeley's Best Builders Program C / 
MF / I

V Built It Green™ Buildings larger than 
5,000 SF

Free consultation, 
design assistance, 
education

Boulder Green Building 
Practices

City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ New or significantly 
renovated municipal 
facilities

LEED™ Silver 
certification minimum 
required

Boulder Green Points Building 
Program

City 
ordinance

R M Green Points All new residential 
buildings and 
remodels & additions 
over 500 SF

17

18 Boulder, CO

Berkeley, CA

http://www.cob.org/web/LEGILOG.nsf/0835b31f5719a205882566f0006c1444/a0569de45cc6f5fb88257004006bc72c/$FILE/200521.pdf
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/sustainable/government/62284.GreenBuilding.pdf
http://www.builditgreen.org/
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=208&Itemid=489
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19 Boston, MA Zoning Code Zoning 
Code

M V LEED™ All new municipal 
buildings

LEED™  Silver rating 
design goal of all 
municipal buildings; 
certification not 
required.

Zoning 
Code

C / 
MF / I

M LEED™ All private buildings 
over 50,000 SF

Green Building 
Feasibility Study 
grants of $20,000. 
Extra Boston Green 
Building Credits may 
be earned to count 
toward city LEED™ 
requirements

Boston 
Redevelopment 
Authority, Boston 
Public Health 
Commission

LEED™ checklist must 
be submitted with 
every new private 
project and point 
analysis conducted by 
LEED-AP™; however 
certification with 
USGBC is not 
required.  Boston 
Green Building Credits 
program - additional 
credits that Boston will 
count toward meeting 
LEED™ Certification. 
Projects may earn up 
to 4 additional points: 
modern grid, historic 
preservation, 
groundwater recharge, 
and modern mobility. 
Boston Public Health 
Commission 
prerequisites must be 
met before credits may 
be earned.

20 Bowie, MD Bowie Green Building 
Resolution

City 
Resolution

M M LEED™ Guidelines 
and Green Building, 
Low Impact 
Development, Waste 
Management, and 
Conservation 
Landscaping 
principles on a project-
by-project basis

Municipal facilities, 
City-funded projects, 
and infrastructure 
projects

LEED™ Certification 
not required

http://www.cityofboston.gov/environmentalandenergy/
http://www.cityofboston.gov/bra/gbtf/GBTFhome.asp
http://www.cityofbowie.org/green/green.htm
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21 Burbank, CA Green Architecture and 
Sustainable Building Program

City 
ordinance

C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED™ All private 
developments

Builders may apply to 
reduce plan check 
permit fees by 5%-
15% depending upon 
level of sustainability. 
Proposed LEED™ 
certified buildings will 
receive expedited 
approval process.

Three levels of 
sustainablity: Level I 
must have 
Construction and 
Demolition Waste 
Diversion and Storm 
Water Pollution 
Prevention program. 
Level 2 must add 
Sustainable Building 
Methods and Meterials 
program. Level 3 must 
add LEED™ 
Certification. City 
considering mandatory 
certifcation for 
municipal buildings.

22 Calabasas, CA Municipal Code: Green 
Development Standards

City 
ordinance

M / C 
/ I

M "Calabasas - 
LEED™"

All non-residential, 
city and privately 
owned buidlings over 
500 SF

Structures up to 5,000 
SF must achieve at 
least LEED™ certifed 
rating and structure 
above 5,000 SF must 
achieve at least Silver 
rating. "Calabasas-
LEED" application and 
fee submitted to city for 
review.

23 Calgary, AB Sustainable Building Policy City Policy M M LEED™ New municipal 
buildings larger than 
500 square meters; 
significant renovation 
projects

Certification required 
when cost of 
documentation  and 
registration is less than 
$5.00 per square 
meter of developed 
space. Where costs 
exceed $5 per square 
meter, must be 
reviewed by LEED-AP 
as meeting LEED™ 
Silver.

http://www.burbankca.org/building/Manuals/bgreenmanual.pdf
http://www.cityofcalabasas.com/pdf/green-building-ordinance.pdf
http://www.calgary.ca/docgallery/bu/cityclerks/council_policies/amcw005.pdf
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24 Cambridge, MA City Policy M M LEED™ All new municipal 
projects and major 
renovations

Municipal projects 
follow LEED™, 
certification not 
required. Zoning 
advises developeres 
about using LEED™.

25 Chapel Hill, NC Town 
ordinance 
and 
Compre-
hensive 
Plan

M M LEED™ All new municipal 
construction or 
addition projects 
greater than 5,000 SF

LEED™ Silver 
certification required. 
Waived if LEED-AP 
determines cost 
exceeding 7% of 
project budget. LEED-
AP required on team. 
Energy performance & 
optimization first 12 
months of operations 
as part of A/E contract

26 Chatham 
County, NC

Compact Communites 
Guidelines

Ordinance C / 
MF / I

V LEED™ All Buildings Full state and county 
property tax 
abatement for any 
building achieving 
LEED™ Gold 
certification for the 
first five years, then 
tapering off by 20% 
each year until the 
tenth year.

Use of LEED™ 
"strongly encouraged"; 
LEED™ Gold 
Certification required 
for incentive.

27 Chatham 
County - 
Savannah, GA

Chatham County-Savannah 
Metropolitan Tax Incentive

Incentive C / R V LEED™ Incentives include:
• Up to $500 for 
residential retrofits
• $2,000 per home for 
new residential 
construction
• Up to $1.80/square 
foot for commercial 
buildings
• A 30% tax credit for 
the installation of 
solar energy systems

http://www.cambridgema.gov/cdd/et/env/clim_plan/clim_plan_6.pdf
http://www.ci.chapel-hill.nc.us/index.asp?NID=48
http://www.chathamcounty.org/Chatham/uploads/Agn2006/m2006_05_12.PDF
http://www.thempc.org/
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28 Chula Vista, CA GreenStar Building Efficiency 
Program

City 
Program

R V EnergyStar® Residential home 
remodeling and new 
construction

Priority permit 
processing; public 
recognition.

GreenStar homes are 
designed and built to 
be 15% more energy 
efficient than California 
Title 24 energy code 
and meet U.S. Energy 
Star® requirements. 
EnergyStar homes 
must also submit an 
Air Quality 
Improvement Plan.

Chicago, IL Chicago Standard The 
Chicago 
Standard--
City Policy

M M LEED™ Munipal buildings--
design, construction, 
renovation

Director of 
Sustainability,  
Department of 
General Services--
Architecture, 
Engineering and 
Construction 
Management

LEED™ Silver as a 
minimum; target is 
LEED™ Gold. 26 
specific LEED™ 
credits, or approved 
substitutes, required in 
standard.

Chicago Standard City 
Program

C / 
MF / I

M LEED™ Any building which 
recieves city money 
or financial incentives 
such as Tax 
Increment Financing 
(TIF)

LEED™ Certification 
required. Also green 
roof required as per 
Chicago  green roof 
policy. 26 specific 
LEED™ credits, or 
approved substitutes, 
required in standard.

29

http://www.chulavistaca.gov/City_Services/Development_Services/Planning_Building/Development_Services_Center/GreenStarWeb.pdf
http://www.cityofchicago.org/webportal/COCWebPortal/COC_ATTACH/ChicagoStandard.pdf
http://www.cityofchicago.org/webportal/COCWebPortal/COC_ATTACH/BestPracticesforGB.pdf
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Chicago, IL 
continued

Green Homes for Chicago City 
Program

R V Home Energy Rating 
System

City of Chicago 
residential

Chicago Department 
of Energy and 
Housing

Affordable housing: 
developers buy 
abandoned property 
from the City for $1 in 
return for keeping it 
within a capped price & 
incorporating green & 
solar energy features

Chicago Green Bungalow 
Initiative

City 
Program

R V Bungalow owners in 
the City of Chicago

$1,000 voucher for 
purchase of qualifying 
energy efficient 
appliances

Chicago Department 
of Environment

City of Chicago staff 4 Chicago bungalows 
were rehabbed using 
geothermal heating, 
solar panels and other 
green technology and 
kept within $150,000 
for the cost of the 
homes.  A report was 
written to provide a 
guideline to bungalow 
owners

Chicago Green Building Awards 
Program

City 
Program

C / 
MF / 
R

V All privately owned 
buildings in the City of 
Chicago

Award and publicity Projects evaluated 
based on how well the 
buildlng integrates 
systems, uses energy 
efficiently, provides a 
healthy environment 
for occupants, is 
sensitive to natural 
surroundings, and 
minimizes the 
environmental impact 
of materials, 
construction, and 
operations.

http://www.cityofchicago.org/webportal/COCWebPortal/COC_ATTACH/GreenBungalowRpt.pdf
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City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ All new municipal 
buildings must be 
LEED™ Certified; all 
renovated municipal 
buildings should 
incorporate LEED™ 
elements during 
construction.

City 
ordinance

C / 
MF

V LEED™ New, private 
commercial buildings 
and new or 
rehabilitated 
residential apartment 
buildings with four or 
more units

Automatic tax 
exemption and 100% 
exemption of the 
assessed property 
value for construction 
of new, private 
commercial buildings 
and residential units 
that achieve LEED™ 
certification.

LEED™ Certification 
required for financial 
incentives.

MF / 
R

V LEED™ New residential, 
rehabilitated low-
income or qualified 
mix income projects

Community 
Development Block 
Grant funding

Fund finances the gap 
between building to 
LEED™  vs. to code.

31 Clayton, MO Green Building Ordinance City 
Ordinance

M M LEED™ All new construction 
and major renovation 
projects to be owned, 
occupied or funded by 
the City of Clayton 
that are 5,000 SF of 
floor area or greater

LEED™ Silver 
certification required.

32 Cook County, 
IL

Cook County Green Building 
Oridnance

County 
Ordinance

M M LEED-NC™,  LEED-
EB™

All County building 
projects

County Department of 
Capital Planning & 
Policy

Projects must be 
LEED™  certified and 
earn a minimum of 8 
credits in the LEED™ 
Energy & Atmosphere 
category.  Renovation 
and retrofits of current 
County buildings will 
also use LEED-EB™  
when practicable.

30 Cincinnati, OH

http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1975
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1974
http://www.co.cook.il.us/secretary/CommitteePages/Meeting%20Reports/Environmental%20Control%20Committee/2001/04-11-01.htm


Government Green Building Programs Inventory
July 2007

16  615.SG.0707

Jurisdiction Program
Policy 

Vehicle A
p

p
lic

a
ti

o
n

 
(M

/C
/M

F
/R

/I
)

P
a

rt
ic

ip
a

ti
o

n
(M

/V
)

Performance 
Standard

Extent of 
Jurisdiction Incentive Options Funding Sources Operational Staff Details

33 Cotati, CA Sustainable Building Program Resolution M / C 
/ MF / 
R

M Build-it-Green 
Guidelines

All new private 
residential and 
commercial 
development, 
municipal buildings, 
and commercial 
additions greater than 
2,500 SF

Must achieve 60 points 
on the Green Points 
Inspection Checklist 
with site inspection and 
third party certified 
inspector to complete 
certification. 
Certification required 
for certificate of 
occupancy.

Sustinable Building Standards Town 
Ordinance

M M LEED-NC™, LEED-
EB™

All new township 
owned or funded 
facilities

Projects must meet 
LEED™ Silver 
certification. LEED-
EB™ used for major 
renovations.

Green Building Density 
Incentive Program.

Town 
Ordinance

C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED™ Private 
redevelopment 
projects

Redevelopments may 
request a density 
bonus when pursuing 
LEED™ certification. 
Incentive varies 
based upon 
certificaiton level.

Requirements: 
LEED™ AP on the 
design team, LEED™ 
scorecard and point-by-
point explanation, 
construction waste 
management plan, 
energy star appliance 
& fixtures (multi-
family). LEED™ 
certificaiton required 
for density incentive.

35 Dallas, TX Green Dallas Initiatives City 
Ordinance

M M LEED™ Municipal buildings 
larger than 10,000 SF

LEED™ Silver 
certification required in 
new construction. City 
is exploring ways to 
require LEED for 
private sector.

34 Cranford 
(township of), 
NJ

http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/comdev/advance/BEST/policy_maker_packet/G_B/Cotati_GB.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/Docs/News/News1952.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/Docs/News/News1952.pdf
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36 Dakota County, 
MN

Sustainable Design and Building 
Standards; Green Building 
Initiative.

City Policy M M LEED™, Minnesota 
Sustainable Design 
Guide

All municipal new 
construction and 
renovation projects

Life cycle costing using 
50 year time period, 20 
years for renovations. 
Buildings designed to 
last no less than 100 
years. LEED™ 
Certification a goal for 
all projects. 
Sustainable Design 
and Building Guide 
based off of the 
Minnesota Sustainable 
Design Guide. MSDG 
covers: Site, Energy 
Conservation, Indoor 
Air Quality, Materials, 
Water Conservation, 
and Waste Reduction 
over four 
planning/design/ 
construction phases

Dane County, 
WI

Dane County Green Building 
Policy

County 
Policy

M M County Guideline All County new 
construction, 
remodels and 
additions --a guideline 
for construction 
planners, engineers 
and contractors for 
Dane County

Dane County Public 
Works

Focuses on: exceeding 
governmental 
environmental 
standards, resource 
efficiency during life 
and construction of 
facility, minimizing 
toxic materials, 
seeking renewable 
energy sources, 
creating healthy indoor 
environments, 
designing facilities for 
long term.

Wisconsin: Green Built Home None R V Energy Star®; 
Wisconsin Green 
Built Home

New and remodeled 
residential

Madison Area 
Builders Association, 
utilities, product 
distributors, and 
organizations that 
promote green 
building

Wisconsin 
Environmental 
Initiative in 
partnership with 
Madison Area 
Builders Association

Wisconsin Green Built 
Home certification 
requires 60 points and 
prerequisites to be 
certified.  Green Guide 
given to homeowners 
of GBH certified 
homes. The program is 
used by builders in 
other parts of the state 
as well.

37

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/cppm/sustainability/sustainable_building_downloads.htm
http://www.greenbuilthome.org/
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Greenprint Denver - Sustainable 
Develoment Initiative

Policy M M LEED™, Energy 
Star®

All new municipal 
buildings and 
renovation projects

Xcel Energy LEED™ Silver 
Certification required 
for new construction. 
Goal includes using 
LEED-EB™ for all 
renovation and 
maintenance 
operations.

Greenprint Denver - Sustainable 
Develoment Initiative

Policy C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED™, Energy 
Star®

All new private 
projects

Education and grants 
for affordable green 
housing and housing 
located near mass 
transit lines.

Metro Denver 
Economic 
Development 
Corporation, Xcel 
Energy

Greenprint Council, 
city staff

Goal is to obtain a 10% 
annual increase in 
LEED™ and Energy 
Star® certified private 
projects in Denver.

39 Dublin, CA Green Building Requirements City 
Ordinance

M M LEED™ All municipal projects 
with a budget greater 
than $3 million

Green Building 
Coordinator.

Projects not required to 
be registered or 
certified with USGBC. 
Must meet LEED™ 
Silver as judged by the 
Dublin Green Building 
Compliance Official.

40 Durango, CO Green Building Principles Resolution M M Green Building 
Principles outling 
basic green building 
techniques

All new City facilities 
and renovations

41 Epping, NH Ordinance M / C 
/ I

M Custom point-based 
rating system

All non-residential 
buildings

Point System includes 
points for: energy 
conservation, 
renewable energy 
production, building 
site, materials, waste 
management, HVAC 
efficiency, and 
innovative 
technologies. Point 
requirements based 
upon square footage.

38 Denver, Co

http://www.greenprintdenver.org/
http://www.greenprintdenver.org/
http://www.ci.dublin.ca.us/pdf/772005att1b_greenbldg_ch1_ch2.pdf
http://www.durangogov.org/dynamic_stuff/ipacket/data/1/Feb_03_2004_53/0203Green%20building%202.pdf
http://www.mgplanning.com/Epping/Article22/ARTICLE22.pdf
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Eugene, OR Eugene Sustainable Building 
Policy

City Policy M M LEED™ All city general funded 
new construction 
projects over 10,000 
SF. 

LEED™ Certification at 
Silver level required. 
New construction less 
than 10,000 SF will 
meet LEED™ Silver 
whenever technically 
feasible. LEED™ gold 
and platinum 
certification to be 
attempted as funding 
permits. 

Eugene Sustainable Building 
Policy

City Policy M M LEED™ LEED-EB™ to be 
used as framework 
for sustainable 
building operation and 
maintenance. City will 
"pursue LEED 
certification for 
existing buildings at 
the highest possible 
level when technically 
and economically 
feasible"

It is City policy that 
sustainability elements 
should be considered 
part of the standard 
costs of building, 
renovating, and 
preserving public 
assets

43 Everett, WA Sustainable Building and 
Infrastructure Policy

Ordinance M M LEED™ All municipal new 
construction and 
renovation projects 
exceeding 5,000 SF

LEED™ Silver 
certificaiton required. 
LEED™ Silver  
certification pursued to 
the greatest extent 
practical in new 
construction less than 
5,000 SF and 
renovations.

42

http://www.eugene-or.gov/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_5848_319_0_43/http;/cesrv501/lf7/docview.aspx?id=17405
http://www.eugene-or.gov/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_5848_319_0_43/http;/cesrv501/lf7/docview.aspx?id=17405
http://www.everettwa.org/cityhall/citydepts/full_agenda/includes/display_file.asp?id=3747
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Green Fairview City Policy M M LEED™ Municipal buildings LEED™ Certification 
required, bike racks 
and additional green 
building techniques 
required. 

Green Fairview City Policy C / 
MF

V Green Fairview 
building guidelines

Private developments 
over 20,000 SF

Density bonuses for 
developments using 
porous paving, solar 
thermal/ solar electric; 
rebates and fee 
reductions for use of 
solar technology.

Efficient building 
techniques apply per 
Green Fairview country 
guidelines.  Policies 
include promotion of 
alternative 
transportation, energy 
efficiency and 
renewables, air quality, 
waste reduction, water 
conservation, and 
habitat preservation. 
City exploring 
mandatory LEED™ 
standard for buildings 
greater than 20,000 
SF.

Green Building Program City 
ordinance

R M EnergyStar® All new single family 
residential 
construction

EnergyStar® required; 
standards include 
additional water 
conservation, waste 
reduction, and indoor 
air quality measures.

45 Fort Collins, 
CO

City 
Resolution

M M LEED™ All new municipal 
building greater than 
5,000 SF

LEED™ Gold 
Certificaiton required. 
Adopting LEED™ as a 
framework for 
operation and 
maintenance of 
existing buildings.

44 Fairview, TX

http://www.fairviewtexas.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b32E162AD-F6C1-4DF3-8AFD-7D4BD71C4789%7d
http://www.fairviewtexas.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B23BE9F13-8168-433F-B1BD-846683EBD651%7D
http://www.fairviewtexas.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b32E162AD-F6C1-4DF3-8AFD-7D4BD71C4789%7d
http://citydocs.fcgov.com/?cmd=convert&vid=4&docid=987634&PHPSESSID=830thpni0ujoeshi4iqvmpoiv3
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Frisco Green Building Policy City Policy M M LEED™ Municipal LEED™ Silver 
Certification required.

Frisco Green Building Program City 
Program

C V LEED™ Non single-family 
developments greater 
than 10,000 SF

All new construction in 
this jurisdiction must 
submit LEED™ 
scoresheet for program 
evaluation; city 
developing mandatory 
LEED™ standards.

Frisco Green Building Program City 
program

R M EPA Energy Star® Single family 
residential

Comprehensive and 
Environmental 
Planning & 
Development 
Services/ Inspections 
departments

Focus on energy 
efficiency, water 
conservation, indoor 
air quality, and C&D 
recycling

Gainesville Green Building 
Program

City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ Municipal buildings LEED™ certification 
required

City 
ordinance

C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED™ Private developments Fast-track permitting 
for building permits, 
50% reduced 
permitting fee. 
Inclusion into City 
Marketing Program. 
Green Building 
Award. 

LEED™ certification 
required for financial 
incentives and award 
program

48 Grand Rapids, 
MI

Sustainability Policy for City 
Buildings

City Policy M M LEED™ Municipal buildings 
greater than 10,000 
SF and $1 million in 
costs

LEED™ Certification 
required.

46

47 Gainesville, FL

Frisco, TX

http://www.friscotexas.gov/projects_programs/green_building/index.aspx?id=150
http://www.friscotexas.gov/uploadedFiles/Projects_Programs/Green_Building/Comm_GB_Submittal_Req.pdf
http://www.friscotexas.gov/uploadedFiles/Departments/Planning_Development/Environmental/ResGreenBuildingMinimumStandards.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1979
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1979
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1980
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Honolulu Green Building Policy City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ All facilities greater 
than 5,000 SF; 
excluding wastewater 
treatment, solid 
waste, and other 
facilities for which 
LEED™ is not 
available, or 
determined infeasible

LEED™ Silver 
certification required. 
Measure begins fiscal 
year 2008.

Honolulu Green Building Policy Property 
Tax 
Exemption

C / I V LEED™ Exemption from real 
property taxes on the 
building 
improvements for a 
period of one year on 
all new Hotel/Resort, 
Commercial, or 
Industrial construction 
that achieves a 
LEED™ Certification

LEED™ Certified 
projects receive 
financial incentive

50 Houston, TX Houston Green Building 
Resolution

City 
Resolution

M M LEED™ New or major 
renovated city-owned 
buildings and facilities 
larger than 10,000 SF

Must certify to LEED™ 
"to the greatest extent 
practical and 
reasonable" with a 
target of LEED™ 
Silver.

51 Irvine, CA Resolution M M LEED™ All municipal new 
construction and 
major renovations 
greater than 5,000 SF

LEED™  certification 
required.

48 Honolulu, 
Hawaii

http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1368
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1368
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1981
http://www.irvinequickrecords.com/SIRESearch/
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Issaquah, WA Sustainable Building Program Incentive C V LEED™ Private commercial 
developments

Preferential building 
permit review: placed 
to head of review line; 
free design 
consultations for 
projects seeking 
LEED™  certification; 
$150 rebates per no-
water urinals; $25 per 
dual flush toilet; free 
technical assitance 
for rainwater 
collection system 
design and 
construction; $15-$40 
rebates on Energy 
Star flourescent 
lighting fixtures;  free 
energy-efficiency 
consultations.

City of Issaquah 
Resource 
Conservation Office

To receive preferential 
building permit review, 
projects must receive 
LEED™ base 
certification.

Incentive MF V Built Green™, Energy 
Star®

Private multifamily 
projects 

Preferential building 
permit review: placed 
to head of review line; 
free Built Green 
consultations; $25 
rebate on dual flush 
toilets; $75 rebate on 
Energy Star clothes 
washers; $20 rebate 
on Energy Star 
dishwashers; $25 
rebate for super-
efficient gas hot water 
heaters; $150 rebate 
on Energy Star gas 
furnaces; $15-$40 
rebate per Energy 
Star fluorescent 
lighting fixture. Free 
construction waste 
recycling assistance.

City of Issaquah 
Resource 
Conservation Office

To receive preferential 
building permit review, 
multifamily buildings 
must certify with 
greater than 420 Built 
Green™ points.

52

http://www.ci.issaquah.wa.us/Page.asp?NavID=326
http://www.ci.issaquah.wa.us/Page.asp?NavID=326
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Issaquah, WA 
continued

Incentive R V Built Green™, Energy 
Star®

Single family 
residential

see above; also $50 
rebate on Energy Star 
clothes washers for 
common area

City of Issaquah 
Resource 
Conservation Office

To receive preferential 
building permit review, 
single family residential 
must certify under Built 
Green with at least 300 
points and certify as 
Energy Star compliant.

53 Kansas City, 
MO

Kansas City Green Building 
Policy

City Policy M M LEED™ All new City buildings 
greater than 5,000 SF

LEED™ Silver 
Certifiction required.

King County, 
WA

King County Green Building 
Initiative

County 
Policy

M M LEED™ All new capital 
improvement 
projects, all remodels 
and renovations over 
$250,000 must also 
adhere to these 
guidelines

Department of 
Natural Resources 
and Parks in 
coordination with 
other departments

Departments and 
offices shall seek the 
highest LEED™ 
certification
level achievable that is 
cost-effective based on 
life cycle cost analysis 
and the limits of 
available funding. 
Encourages the 
application of LEED-
EB™  during 
renovations. Local 
LEED™  application 
guide currently under 
development.

King County Green Building 
Grants

Incentive C / 
MF

V LEED™ Any project in King 
County oustide the 
City of Seattle 
achieving LEED-
NC™ or LEED-CS™ 
certification at Silver 
level

Grant levels are: 
Silver - $15,000; Gold 
- $20,000; Platinum - 
$25,000. 50% of the 
funds issued up front, 
the rest after 
successful 
certification. Funds to 
be used for achieving 
LEED™ & green 
design goals.

LEED™ Silver 
certification or greater 
required to recieve 
grants. Minimum 
performance 
requirements: 75% 
recycling rate, 50% 
decrease in landscape 
irrigation, and 20% 
reduction in building 
water use. Meet King 
County 2005 Surface 
Water Design Manual 
Standards and Post-
Construction Soil 
Standard.

54

http://www.ci.issaquah.wa.us/Page.asp?NavID=326
http://cityclerk.kcmo.org/ordinancesearch.aspx
http://dnr.metrokc.gov/dnrp/ksc_tour/resources/gb_initiatives.htm
http://www.metrokc.gov/dnrp/swd/LEED/index.asp
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55 Lakewood, OH Green Buildling Policy City Policy M M LEED™ All new facilities 
projects constructed, 
owned, managed or 
financed by the City 
including major 
retrofits

Lakewood Green 
Team

Green Building Policy 
enouraged for private 
developments

56 Livermore, CA City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ Municipal 
construction and 
renovation projects 
must achieve LEED™ 
Silver certification

All projects must have 
a LEED-AP™ on the 
project team. City is 
currently developing an 
ordinance for 
commercial and 
residential projects.

Long Beach Green Building 
Policy for Municipal Buildings

2010 
Citywide 
Strategic 
Plan

M M LEED™ Municipal new 
construction, 
remodel, and tenant 
improvements over 
7,500 SF of occupied 
space

Existing City Staff LEED™ Silver 
Certification required.

Long Beach Green Building 
Policy for Municipal Buildings

2010 
Citywide 
Strategic 
Plan

C / 
MF / 
R

V LEED™ Privately owned 
commercial and 
residential buildings

Expedite plan checks 
/ zoning for voluntary 
private developments 
seeking LEED™ 
certification

Mayor's Award for 
Green Building is the 
major private sector 
effort.

57 Long Beach, 
CA

http://www.clevelandgbc.org/oldnews/#lakewood
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Livermore/municipal/Lvmore15/Lvmore1574.html
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=2002
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=2002
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Los Angeles Green Building 
Requirement for Municipal 
Projects

City Policy M M LEED™ All new municipal 
buildings; all new LA 
Department of Water 
and Power Board of 
Commissioners 
(LADWP)  building 
projects over 7,500 
SF.

LEED™ Certification 
required for all 
municipal buildings, 
LEED™ Silver for all 
new LADWP projects

Incentive C / 
MF

V LEED™ Private developments $250,000 grants from 
LA Department of 
Water and Power to 
assist a building to 
meet LEED™. 
Buildings seeking 
LEED™ Certification 
also receive priority 
treatment through the 
construction and 
water/power 
connection process

City of Los Angeles is 
developing a LEED™ 
project fast-tracking 
and priority plan review 
process, as well as 
zoning code bonuses. 

59 Los Angeles 
County, CA

Energy and Environmental 
Policy

Policy M M LEED™ New country buildings 
of at least 10,000 
GSF

LEED™ Silver 
certification required. 
Projects must use only 
drought tolerant 
landscaping.

58 Los Angeles, 
CA

http://clkrep.lacity.org/councilfiles/06-0002-s104_reso.pdf
http://lacounty.info/bos/sop/supdocs/29932.pdf
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Building a Green Capital City: A 
Blueprint for Madison's 
Sustainable Design and Energy 
Future

City Policy M M LEED™ All municipal building 
and renovation 
projects greater than 
$1 million are 
required to meet 
minimum LEED™ 
Certified level. 
Existing buildings 
systematically 
upgraded to LEED-
EB™. 

Wisocnsin Focus on 
Energy Program and 
US DOE Solar City 
Program offset part of 
costs of solar electric 
and thermal 
installations. 
MadiSUN: Solar City 
Program.

Office of Sustainable 
Development, 
Madison Sustainable 
Design and Energy 
Committee, 
Engineering 
Department, other city 
staff.

LEED-EB™ 
systematically applied. 
Must achieve greater 
than a 30% energy 
savings from code. 
Renewable energy 
included in new 
projects as part of 
RFP.

Building a Green Capital City: A 
Blueprint for Madison's 
Sustainable Design and Energy 
Future

Resolution C / 
MF / I

V LEED™ Mandatory for TIF 
funded projects 
greater than 20,000 
SF in 2007

Incentives in 
development for 
private commerical 
projects not receiving 
TIF funding

see above Certification at Silver 
level. Projects must 
achieve at least 3 
energy optimization 
points. Resolution in 
development July 2007

Marin County Building Energy 
Efficient Structures Today 
(BEST)

County 
policy

C / 
MF / 
R

V Depends on incentive 
program--most relate 
to CA Title 24

Residential and 
Commercial

Permit fast tracking, 
technical assistance, 
Energy Efficient 
Building Incentive 
Program, Wood 
Stove Rebate 
Program, PG&E 
Rebate, CEC Rebate

Community 
Development Agency

Single Family Home Energy 
Efficiency Standards

Ordinance R M CA Title 24 Single family homes 
greater than 3,500 SF

Energy credit available 
for renewable energy 
systems and energy 
efficiency measures 
not included in CA Title 
24. Homes larger than 
3,500 SF must be 
meet increased energy 
efficiency targets 
based on SF.

Marin County Green Building 
Guidelines: Home Remodeling 
& New Home Construction

Marin 
County-
wide Plan 
& Develop-
ment Code

R V Marin Green Home 
Rating System

Residential 
development

Community 
Development Agency

60

61 Marin County, 
CA

Madison, WI

http://www3.uwm.edu/Dept/shwec/publications/cabinet/pdf/GreenCapitalReport_Secure.pdf
http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/comdev/advance/best/index.cfm
http://www.dsireusa.org/documents/Incentives/CA40R.pdf
http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/comdev/advance/Sustainability.cfm
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Miami - Dade 
County, FL

Sustainable Building Policy Resolution M M LEED™ Municipal owned, 
financed, or operated 
buildings

Sustainable Building 
Standards include 
aggressive water 
conservation strategies 
and peak-load 
reduction techniques. 
LEED™  certification 
not required, selection 
and implementation of 
LEED™  strategies 
based on ease of 
implementation and 
cost implications

Sustainable Building Policy County 
Policy

C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED™ Private Developments Expedited review and 
approval of building 
permits, tax and 
targeted jobs 
incentives for 
commerical green 
building. Incentives 
for use of solar 
thermal and 
photovoltaics; Green 
product database.

A large array of 
city/county ordinances 
and resolutions outline 
and dictate aggressive 
water conservation 
strategies (mandatory). 
Commerical and multi-
family buildings must 
be LEED™ registered 
to obtain expedited 
review and approval of 
building permits.

63 Minneapolis, 
MN

Resolution M M LEED™ All city-financed 
municipal projects

New construction or 
renovations must 
achieve LEED™ Silver 
certification. City-
financed projects must 
use LEED Emphasis 
placed on "Energy and 
Atmosphere" LEED™ 
points.

62

http://www.co.miami-dade.fl.us/govaction/legistarfiles/Matters/Y2006/061015.pdf
http://www.co.miami-dade.fl.us/govaction/legistarfiles/Matters/Y2006/061015.pdf'
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/council/2006-meetings/20060721/docs/LEED-Standards-Draft-Resolution.pdf
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Montgomery 
County, MA

Green Building Policy County 
Policy

M M LEED™ All new county or 
county-funded non-
residenteial buildings 
over 10,000 SF

LEED™ Silver 
certification required. 
Requires a Green 
Building Plan 
submitted to the 
Planning Board that 
complies with the new 
LEED™  standard as a 
condition of site plan 
approval for covered 
building.  

Green Building Policy County 
Policy

C /  
MF / I

M LEED™ Projects for which the 
County finances at 
least 30% of the cost: 
exceeding 10,000 
GSF, or substantially 
renovated projects 
effecting 50%  of the 
building's GSF

Clean Energy & 
Environmental Design 
Awards Program

Department of 
Permitting Services

LEED™ Silver 
Certification required. 

Green Building Policy County 
Policy

C / 
MF / I

M LEED™ Private non-
residential and 
multifamily buildings if 
the receive a building 
permit from the 
county, greater than 4 
stories tall, exceeding 
10,000 GSF, or 
substantially 
renovated projects 
effecting 50%  of the 
building's GSF

see above see above LEED™ Certification 
required. 

Energy and Environmental 
Design Tax Credit

Incentive C / I V LEED™ 5 years, 50% county 
property tax credit per 
year; or 10 years, 
25% county property 
tax credit per year. 
Taxpayer must 
choose option at the 
time of application.

LEED™ Silver 
Certificaiton required 
for incentives.

64

http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/bill/2006/0617.pdf
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/bill/2006/17-06.pdf
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/bill/2006/17-06.pdf
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/bill/2006/0637.pdf
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65 Multnomah 
County, OR

High Performance Green 
Building Policy

Resolution M M LEED™ All municipal 
buildings built to 
highest level of 
LEED™ practical

Facilities and 
Property 
Management, 
Sustainability Initiative

66 Morgantown, 
WV

Green Building Municipal 
Leadership Initiative

Resolution M M LEED™ All new construction 
and major retrofit 
projects in city owned, 
managed or operated 
facilities and buildings 
over 10,000 SF

LEED™ certification 
required. LEED™ used 
as a guide in the 
management, 
renovation, operation, 
and demolition of 
facilities.

Ordinance M M LEED™ All new municipal 
construction greater 
than 5,000 GSF or 
costing $2 million; 
renovations and 
additions affecting 
5,000 SF or greater.

LEED™ Silver 
certification required. 
Proof of LEED™ 
registration,  LEED™ 
scorecard and credit 
analysis must be 
submitted at the time 
of building permit 
application.

Downtown Community Plan Incentive C / 
MF

V LEED™ All new construction 
in the Nashville 
Downtown Business 
District

Buildings achieving 
LEED™ Silver 
certification may 
apply for a Floor-Area-
Ratio bonus 
increasing ratio cap 
from 15 to 17.  
LEED™ Gold projects 
increase FAR bonus 
to 19.

All downtown 
development is 
encouraged to achieve 
LEED™ certification.

Downtown Community Plan Incentive C / 
MF

V LEED™ All new construction 
in the Nashville SoBro 
Neighborhood

Buildings achieving 
LEED™ Silver 
certification may 
apply for a Floor-Area-
Ratio bonus 
increasing FAR cap 
from 5 to 7.  LEED™ 
Gold projects 
increase FAR bonus 
to 9.

All downtown 
development is 
encouraged to achieve 
LEED™ certification.

Nashville, TN67

http://www2.co.multnomah.or.us/Departments/County_Management/Sustainability/sustainability/green_bld/Res%2004-178%20Adopted.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=2163
http://www.nashville.gov/mc/ordinances/bl2007_1374.htm
http://www.nashville.gov/mpc/subarea/subarea9.htm
http://www.nashville.gov/mpc/pdfs/downtown/VDowntown2Core_2B_UP_SoBro.pdf
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68 New York, NY New York Green City Building 
Act

Guidelines M M LEED™, BREEAM City construction 
projects greater than 
$2 million and 10,000 
SF; private projects 
where greater than 
$10 million or 50% of 
the project budget 
comes from public 
money

NYSERDA, Mayor's 
Office of Grants 
Administration, 
Robert Sterling Clark 
Foundation, Energy 
Foundation, New 
York State Council on 
the Arts, Design Trust 
for Public Space

City of New York 
Department of Design 
and Construction, 
Office of Sustainable 
Design

Mayor can exempt 20 
percent of projects; 
only half the remainder 
must apply for LEED™ 
certification; however 
all must meet LEED™ 
Silver requirements on 
paper. Schools and 
hospitals need only 
LEED™ Certified 
Level.

69 Normal, IL Central Business District 
Guidelines

City 
ordinance

M / C 
/ MF

M LEED™ All public and private 
buildings in the 
Central Business 
District over 7,500 SF 
at ground level

Failure to comply with 
ordinance may result 
in a fine up to 
$1,000/day of 
noncompliance

70 Novato, CA City 
Ordinance

R M Alameda County 
Waste Management 
Authority Green 
Building Guidelines; 
New Home Green 
Points Calculator 
produced by the City 
of Novato based on 
Alameda County's 
Guidelines

All new residential 
buildings, major 
remodels, and 
additions

All new construction 
must achieve 50 New 
Home Green Points, at 
least 10 from each 
category. Major 
renovations must 
achieve 30 points, 
minimum 5 each 
category.  Minimum 
point requirement to 
become 60 in 2008.

http://home2.nyc.gov/html/dob/html/guides/green_buildings.shtml
http://www.normal.org/code/ord5018.asp
http://www.ci.novato.ca.us/cd/forms/ord1503.pdf
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Green Building Ordinance City 
Ordinance

M M LEED™ Municipal building 
and renovation 
projects exceeding $3 
million

City of Oakland Public 
Works Agency

LEED™  Silver 
certification required. 
Projects over $3 million 
must have a LEED™ 
AP on the design 
team. All municipal 
projects under $3 
million must meet as 
many LEED™ points 
as possible, as well as 
submit LEED™ 
checklist and report.

Oakland Sustainable Design 
Guide

Guidelines MF / 
C

V CA Title 24, LEED™, 
BREEAM, MN 
Sustainable Design 
Guide

All private commercial 
and multifamily 
buildings

Free green building 
technical assistance 
and grants, green 
building guidelines, 
and free public 
promotion for 
qualified projects.

Oakland Energy 
Partnership’s Energy 
Efficiency Design 
Assistance Program 
and PG&E’s Savings 
by Design Program

Standards are a hybrid 
of the Minnesota 
Sustainable Design 
Guide with 
commentary to make it 
specific to Oakland, 
CA.

City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ Municipal buildings 
greater than 5,000 SF

City staff LEED™ Certified at 
minimum

City 
ordinance

C / 
MF

M LEED™ Commericial 
construction of 25,000 
SF or more; 
residential buildings 4 
stories tall or taller

Developments 
including affordable 
housing earn a 
construction tax 
rebate of $1,000 per 
unit.                        
Developments 
recieving LEED™ 
certification qualify for 
a rebate from 
Pasadena Water and 
Power:            
Certified: $15,000;       
Silver: $20,000;        
Gold: $25,000;        
Platinum: $30,000.

Pasadena Water and 
Power

City Staff Projects must be 
LEED™ Certified to 
receive incentives

72

71

Pasadena, CA

Oakland, CA

http://bpc.iserver.net/codes/oakland/_DATA/TITLE15/Chapter_15_35_GREEN_BUILDING_R.html
http://www.oaklandpw.com/Page46.aspx
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/councilagendas/2005%20agendas/Dec_19_05/5A1.pdf
http://www.cityofpasadena.net/councilagendas/2005%20agendas/Dec_19_05/5A1.pdf
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73 Petaluma, CA Build-It Green City 
Program

MF / 
R

V GreenPoints - based 
upon Alameda 
County Waste 
Management 
Authority Green 
Building Guidelines

Single and multi-
family residential new 
construction and 
remodeling

"Green Team" 
consisting of city staff, 
Resource 
Performance 
Partners, Practica 
Consulting

GreenPoint certified 
buildings require 50 
points on their rating 
scale.

74 Philadelphia, 
PA

Sustainable Development 
Initiatives

City Policy M V LEED™ New or significantly 
renovated municipal 
facilities

Municipal Energy 
Office (MEO)

LEED™ Certification 
not required. MEO 
strives to ensure an 
overall integrated 
design process and the 
use of LEED™. Part of 
large city program 
including other 
sustainability 
initiatives.

75 Phoenix, AZ Sustainability Blueprint Guidelines M M LEED™ All new municpal 
buildings

Bond funds approved 
by voters in 2006 
include 2% cost to 
cover LEED™-related 
design and 
construction costs

City Staff LEED™ Certified level 
minimum. City building 
requirements go 
beyond LEED™ 
requiring: roof & non-
roof heat island effect 
reduction; reduced 
water use in 
landscaping by 50%; 
water use reduction of 
20%; Optimized 
energy performance by 
30%; 50% construction 
waste diversion; 
LEED™ AP on design 
team.

http://cityofpetaluma.net/cdd/big/pdf/pbig-overview.pdf
http://www.philaplanning.org/plans/sustain.pdf
http://phoenix.gov/sustainability/summary.html
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City of Aspen / Pitkin County 
Efficient Building Program

Building 
Codes

M/C/
MF/R/
I

M Aspen/Pitkin County 
Efficient Building 
Program

All Buildings "Progressive" green 
building codes are 
based on of LEED™, 
Built-Green Colorado, 
and Energy Star®. 
Cooperative program 
with the City of Aspen.

City of Aspen / Pitkin County 
Efficient Building Program

City 
Program

MF / 
R

V Built-Green Colorado, 
Energy Star®

New construction and 
remodeling projects 
of one- and two-family 
dwellings, and multi-
family dwellings not 
more than 3 stories in 
height

Grants, Consultation, 
Education, Technical 
Assistance, 
Permitting Assistance

The City of Aspen, 
Holy Cross Energy, 
USDOE and The 
Colorado Governor’s 
Office of Energy 
Management and 
Conservation. 

Community Office of 
Resource Efficiency 
(CORE)

Point System based 
upon Built-Green 
Colorado incorporating 
Energy Star® 
guidelines. Point 
requirements vary 
depending upon 
project type and 
square footage. 
Checklist must be 
submitted with building 
permit application and 
worksite is subject to 
inspection for 
compliance. 
Cooperative program 
with the City of Aspen.

77 Plano, TX Policy M M LEED™ All municpal buildings City requires "highest 
level of LEED™ 
Certification possible"

78 Pleasanton, CA Pleasanton Commercial and 
Civic Green Building Ordinance

City 
Ordinance

M / C M LEED™ All covered 
commercial 
construction projects 
over 20,000 SF 
(excluding historic 
structures and 
structures within the 
downtown specific 
plan area)

LEED™ registration 
and certification not 
required. Design to 
LEED™ Certified level 
and submit 
documentation as a 
condition of approval 
on any design or PUD 
review.

76 Pitkin County, 
CO

http://www.aspenpitkin.com/depts/41/bldg_efficient.cfm
http://www.builtgreen.org/
http://www.plano.gov/Departments/Environmental+Services/GreenLiving/buildings/4policy.htm
http://www.ci.pleasanton.ca.us/pdf/greenbldg.pdf
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Portland, OR City of Portland Green Building 
Policy; Portland Supplement: 
LEED™

City Policy M M LEED™ New and existing 
municipal buildings 
and interiors of 
municipal rented 
space

Office of Sustainable 
Development; Green 
Buildling Advisory 
Team

All new city owned 
facilites are required to 
meet LEED™ Gold. All 
exisiting city owned or 
occupied buildings 
required to meet LEED-
EB™ Silver. New 
buildings must have 
70% ecoroof coverage. 
LEED-CI™ Silver 
required for all 
appropriate spaces. 
Requires green 
building training for all 
appropriate city project 
managers, 
maintenance and 
operations staff.    All 
roof replacement must 
be ecoroof coverage 
and high reflectance 
Energy Star-rated 
surface on any non-
ecoroof area.

City of Portland Green Building 
Policy; Portland Supplement: 
LEED™

City Policy C / 
MF

M LEED™ Silver All publicly financed 
private sector projects 
larger than: 10,000 
SF, or over $200,000 
in PDC financing, or 
greater than 10% of 
total project costs

The Oregon Office of 
Energy expanded the 
state Business 
Energy Tax Credit to 
include LEED™ 
Silver and higher 
rated buildings.

LEED™ Sliver 
Certification Required.

79

http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=112682
http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=112682
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Portland, OR 
continued

Portland: Greening Portland's 
Affordable Housing

Guidelines M / 
MF

M LEED™ City or city funded 
multifamily projects

Established a 
preformance-based 
grant program; 
improved access to 
existing loans and 
rebates; created a 
LEED™-based 
Business Energy Tax 
Credit.

Portland leveraged 
limited City resources 
and existing City 
conservation 
programs in 
launching G/Rated 
(program is also 
detailed in this 
inventory--see below). 
They also created 
private sector 
partnerships and 
raised over $300,000 
in grants and 
sponsorships

Office of Sustainable 
Development's Green 
Building Division has 
4 staff: program 
manager, green 
building specialist, 
architect and 
PR/outreach 
coodinator

LEED™ Certification 
not required. The 
guidelines are broken 
up into 6 major 
categories: enhanced 
design and site, energy 
conservation, water 
conservation, 
conserving materials 
and resources, 
enhanced indoor air 
quality, and operations 
and maintenance.  
Developers seeking 
funding through RFP 
process must 
demonstrate a 
commitment to meet 
thresholds for 
strategies in each 
category to qualify. 
There are additional 
criteria in each 
category for use on a 
voluntary basis.

Portland: Green Building 
Program - G/Rated

Green 
Building 
Resource

C / 
MF / 
R

V New construction and 
major city or city-
funded remodels

Established a 
performance-based 
grant program; 
improved access to 
existing loans and 
rebates; created a 
LEED™-based 
Business Energy Tax 
Credit.

Portland leveraged a 
one- time City fund 
and existing City 
conservation 
programs in 
launching G/Rated.  
They also created 
private sector 
partnerships and 
raised over $300,000 
in grants and 
sponsorships.

Refer to above 
description of Office 
of Sustainable 
Development

Grants are to support 
early building and site-
related project 
activities that examine 
the potential and 
identify the means to 
realize an exemplary, 
comprehensive green 
building project; 
intended to help offset 
the incremental hard 
costs of the green 
building measures. 
Maximum grant 
amount - $225,000.

http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=122094
http://www.portlandonline.com/OSD/index.cfm?c=ebeib
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Portland, OR 
continued

Portland: 1990 Energy Policy City 
Compre-
hensive 
Plan

M / C 
/ MF / 
R

M 89 objectives in goal 
areas including City 
operations, building 
energy efficiency, 
transportation, 
telecommunications, 
energy supply, waste 
reduction and 
recycling

The policy extends 
beyond buildings to 
include issues of land 
use & zoning, 
transportation, 
municipal waste 
recycling or pollutant 
levels

Financial incentives, 
educational 
programs, etc.

For every dollar of 
City general funds 
invested, about $2.50 
was raised through 
state, federal, 
regional, and local 
agreements or private 
corporations.

80 Portsmouth, 
NH

Zoning 
Ordinance

C / 
MF

V LEED™ All buildings in the 
Central Business 
District A

Floor-Area-Ratio 
bonus of 0.5

LEED™  Certification 
not required; LEED™  
scorecard reviewed for 
incentive

81 Princeton, NJ Community Master Plan Policy  M / C V LEED™ Public facilities and 
private projects that 
receive public funding

Recommended to 
follow LEED™ in their 
design.

Master Land Use Plan Policy M M LEED™ LEED™ Certification 
Required

Policy C / 
MF / 
R

V LEED™ Private Developments LEED-NC™ and LEED-
EB™ promoted for 
private developments, 
LEED-H™ promoted 
for residential 
construction. 
Incentives are currently 
being determined.

82 Rochester 
Hills, MI

http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/planning/application/zoningord5.pdf
http://www.princetontwp.org/masterplan/mpconservation.html
http://www.rochesterhills.org/reference_desk/uploads/10___8_Implementation_large.pdf
http://www.rochesterhills.org/reference_desk/uploads/10___8_Implementation_large.pdf
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Rohnert Park, 
CA

Green Building Ordinance Ordinance M M LEED™ All new municipal 
construction

Green Building 
Compliance Officer

Self certification;  
municpal buildings less 
than 10,000 SF must 
achieve LEED™ 
Certified level; 10,000-
20,000 SF LEED™ 
Silver; greater than 
20,000 SF LEED™ 
register with USGBC 
and self-certify at 
LEED™ Silver.

Green Building Ordinance Ordinance M / C 
/ MF / 
R

M Standard differs 
based upon project 
type. See below

All new municipal, 
commerical, 
residential, and multi-
family projects

see above Green building project 
checklist and analysis 
of each credit must be 
submitted and verified 
to obtain  building 
permit. City-sponsored 
projects must meet 
same standards as 
non-sponsored 
projects. Mixed-use 
developments must 
meet each requirement 
type as if they were 
separate projects. 
Applicable after July 1, 
2007.

Green Building Ordinance Ordinance C M LEED-NC™, LEED-
CS™

All new private 
commerical 
construction 

Green Building 
Compliance Officer

Self certification; new 
construction less than 
20,000 SF LEED™ 
Certified level; 20,000-
50,000 SF LEED™ 
Silver; greater than 
50,000 SF LEED™ 
Silver and be USGBC 
registered. 

83

http://www.rpcity.org/content/view/468/
http://www.rpcity.org/content/view/468/
http://www.rpcity.org/content/view/468/
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Rohnert Park, 
CA continued

Green Building Ordinance Ordinance C M LEED-NC™, LEED-
CI™

All private commerical 
tenant improvements 

see above Spaces less than 
20,000 SF must 
achieve 35% possible 
LEED™ points; 20,000-
50,000 SF must 
achieve 45% possible 
LEED™ points; greater 
than 50,000 SF must 
achieve 55% possible 
LEED™ points. All are 
self-certified.

Green Building Ordinance Ordinance MF M Build It Green™ New 
Home Construction 
Green Building 
Guidelines

All new and mulit-
family projects

see above All projects must 
achieve 80 Build-It-
Green™ points.

Green Building Ordinance Ordinance R M Build It Green™ New 
Home Construction 
Green Building 
Guidelines for new 
construction; 
Alamedia County 
Home Remodeling 
Green Building 
Guidelines in 
renovations

All new single family 
residential 
construction and 
additions greater than 
500 SF

Green Building 
Compliance Officer

In developments 
greater than 12 
units/acre, 90 points 
required; 
developments 7-12 
units/acre: 100 points; 
developments 1-6 
units/acre: 110 points. 
Certification required in 
all instances.

Energy Efficinecy Ordinance Ordinance R M CATitle 24 All low-rise residential 
buildings, residential 
additions greater than 
1,000 SF, pools, and 
water features

All additions greater 
than 1,000 SF or new 
homes greater than 
1,600 must exceed CA 
Title 24 by 10%; 1,600-
1,699  SF by 11%; 
1,700-1,799 SF by 
12%, 1,800-1,899 SF 
by 13%; 1,900-1,999 
SF by 14%; 2,000+ SF 
by 15% 

http://www.rpcity.org/content/view/468/
http://www.rpcity.org/content/view/468/
http://www.rpcity.org/content/view/468/
http://www.rpcity.org/images/stories/green_building/EEOfinalComplete.pdf
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84 Saanich, BC Policy M M LEED™ All new municipal 
buildings over 500 
square meters

LEED™ Silver or Gold 
certificaiton required.

85 Sacramento, 
CA

Resolution M M LEED™ All municipal 
buildings

All buildings must be 
LEED™ Certified, 
buildings over 5,000 
SF goal of LEED™ 
Silver.

Salt Lake City, 
UT

Salt Lake City Green Executive 
Order

M M LEED™ All new building 
projects greater than 
10,000 SF. All 
renovations on 
buildings greater than 
10,000 SF in which 
25% of the building 
square footage is 
affected

LEED™ Silver 
Certification required

Ordinance C / 
MF

M LEED™ All private projects 
over 10,000 SF 
receiving public 
funding

LEED™ certification 
required

86

http://www.saanich.ca/municipal/clerks/bylaws/greenbuildpol.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1984
http://www.slcgreen.com/
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=2266
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San Antonio, 
TX

Policy M M LEED™ All new buildings 
funded by the city.

LEED™ Silver 
certification required.

Incentive C / 
MF

V LEED™ All new high-rise 
commerial and 
multifamily projects

Projects seeking 
LEED certification 
may apply for waiver 
or reduction of 
development fees

San Antonio Water 
System (SAWS), City 
Staff.

LEED™ certification 
required for incentive. 
In mixed-use 
development, 80% of 
projects must be 
certified.  Builder must 
sign affidiavit asserting 
LEED™ certification 
will be achieved; 
projects must be 
Energy Star rated and 
participate in SAWS 
watersaver 
landscaping program. 

Incentive MF / 
R

V LEED™, Build San 
Antonio Green

Single family and low-
rise multifamily 
developments 

see above see above Developers must place 
a deed restriction on 
their land so that all 
homes must be 
LEED™ certified or 
Build San Antonio 
Green certified. Builder 
must sign affidiavit 
asserting respective 
certification(s) will be 
achieved; projects 
must be Energy Star 
rated and praticipate in 
SAWS watersaver 
landscaping program.

87

http://chapters.usgbc.org/centraltexas/Docs/pdf/COSA_GBR.pdf
http://www.sanantonio.gov/incentives/catalogofincentives.asp
http://www.sanantonio.gov/incentives/catalogofincentives.asp
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San Diego, CA San Diego Sustainable Building 
Policy

City Policy M M LEED™ All new municipal 
facilities and 
renovations over 
5,000 SF

LEED™ Silver 
Certification required.

San Diego Sustainable Building 
Policy

City Policy MF V LEED™, CA Title 24 Expediated ministerial 
/ discretionary 
processes

To recive expediated 
ministerial process, 
project must achieve: 
50% projected energy 
use from renewables; 
exceed CA Title 24 by 
15%. To receive 
expedited discretionary 
process, residential 
projects must be 
greater than 10 urban 
units and receive a 
projected 50% of 
energy demand from 
renewables.

San Diego Sustainable Building 
Policy

City Policy C / I V LEED™, CA Title 24 Expediated ministerial 
/ discretionary 
processes

To recive expediated 
ministrial process, 
project must achieve: 
30% projected energy 
use from renewables; 
exceed CA Title 24 by 
10%.  To receive 
expedited discretionary 
process, projects must 
receive a projected 
30% of energy demand 
from self-generation 
renewables; and seek 
LEED™ Silver 
Certification

88

http://clerkdoc.sannet.gov/RightSite/getcontent/local.pdf?DMW_OBJECTID=09001451800afc4d
http://clerkdoc.sannet.gov/RightSite/getcontent/local.pdf?DMW_OBJECTID=09001451800afc4d
http://clerkdoc.sannet.gov/RightSite/getcontent/local.pdf?DMW_OBJECTID=09001451800afc4d
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San Diego, CA 
continued

Savings by Design Incentive C /  I V LEED™ Private developments Design Assistance; 
Building Owners can 
receive between 
$0.06 and $0.10 per 
kWh saved per year if 
building is greater 
than 10% more 
efficient than code.  
Design Team can 
receive $0.03 to 
$0.06 per kWh, and 
$0.15 - $0.27 per 
therm saved per year 
if entire building is 
greater than 15% 
more energy efficient 
than code.

San Diego Gas & 
Electric Co. (SDG&E)

Savings by Design, 
San Diego Gas & 
Electric Co. 

Eligible buildings must 
exceed California Title 
24 Energy Effeciency 
Standard by 20% , 
obtain LEED™ 
certification, and 
complete an on-site 
renewable energy 
installation evaluation. 
Incentive looks at a 
building's envelope 
(doors, windows, 
walls), lighting, and 
HVAC system. SDG&E 
must be allowed to 
create a case study on 
project.

Savings by Design Incentive MF V LEED™ Private multi-family 
projects 

Project enrollment in 
Savings by Design 
program allows for 
$165 grant per 
dwelling unit in 
Climate Zones 1-7 
and $220 per unit in 
Climate Zones 8-16 
for a maximum of 
$50,000 per project.

see above see above Project must be 
registered with the 
USGBC. SDG&E must 
be allowed to create a 
project case study.

http://www.sdge.com/construction/ee_commercial_newconst.shtml
http://www.sdge.com/construction/ee_commercial_newconst.shtml
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Resource Efficient Building 
Program

City 
ordinance

M M LEED™ All new municipal 
construction; 
additions and major 
renovations projects 
over 5,000 SF. 
Projects less than 
5,000 SF must 
provide for the 
"maximum LEED™ 
points practicable". All 
city leaseholds.

Department of the 
Environment - 
Resource Efficient 
Building Program

All new Municipal 
construction and City 
Leaseholds must 
achieve LEED™ Silver 
certification. Additional 
commissioning 
LEED™ credits 
required for all 
projects. Also as part 
of the program, City 
employees receive 
green building training; 
Public receives green 
building information & 
resources; LEED™ AP 
required on the design 
team of projects 
greater than 5,000 SF.

Incentive C / 
MF

V LEED™ All new and 
renovated private 
developments

Priority permit review Department of 
Building Inspection, 
Department of the 
Environment, 
Department of 
Planning

LEED™ Gold 
certification required 
for incentive.

San Francisco Green Building 
Guidelines: Home Remodeling 
& New Home Construction

Guidelines R V Residential 
development--
professional 
contractors and 
homeowners

City and County of 
San Francisco's 
Department of the 
Environment

89 San Francisco, 
CA

http://www.sfenvironment.com/aboutus/innovative/greenbldg/
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San Jose Green Building Policy City Policy M / C M "San Jose LEED™." 
Approved by USGBC, 
"San Jose LEED™" is 
the LEED™ standard 
based on more 
stringent local 
standards and 
priorities. 

All new construction 
and major retrofitting 
projects for all City 
facilities and buildings 
over 10,000 GSF. 
Does not apply to 
infrastructure or 
buildings serving 
specialized functions

Available for efficient 
and alternative 
energy & water 
technologies

Environmental 
Service Department 
(ESD); Green 
Building Steering 
Committee, 
Workgroup, and 
Taskforce.

LEED™ Silver level at 
a minimum for all City 
projects over 10,000 
SF; Gold and Platinum 
certification goal

San Jose Green Building Policy City Policy C / 
MF / 
R

V "San Jose LEED™" Private developments Guidance and 
encouragement of 
"San Jose LEED™", 
education programs

City of San Jose, 
Pacific Energy Center

County of San Mateo 
Sustainable Building Policy

County 
Policy

M M LEED™ All new construction 
and additions greater 
than 5,000 SF

Interdepartmental 
Green Building 
Committee

Certification required to 
the highest practicable 
LEED™ rating

San Mateo Countywide 
Sustainable Buildings Guide

Guideline C / R / 
MF

V Checklist Commercial, 
residential and 
multifamily

92 Santa Barbara 
County, CA

Santa Barbara County Green 
Building Guidelines

Guidelines M / C 
/ MF / 
R

V Funded by a grant 
from the California 
Integrated Waste 
Management Board

Developed by The 
Sustainability Project. 
Administered through 
the Santa Barbara 
County Solid Waste 
and Utilities Division

93 Santa Clarita, 
CA

Sustainable Santa Clarita Resolution M M LEED™ All new municipaly 
funded buildings and 
renovations

LEED-NC™ Silver 
Certification required in 
new construction. All 
renovations much 
achieve as many 
LEED-EB™ credits as 
feasible. Green 
Building part of 
comprehensive city 
sustainability policies.

90

91

San Jose, CA

San Mateo 
County, CA

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/esd/natural-energy-resources/gb-policy.htm
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/esd/natural-energy-resources/greenbuilding.htm
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/smc/department/dpw/home/0,,5562541_5562593_69385539,00.html
http://www.recycleworks.org/pdf/GB-guide-2-23.pdf
http://www.sustainabilityproject.org/DesktopDefault.aspx?pageid=88
http://www.santa-clarita.com/cityhall/admin/purchasing/resolutions/05-103%20%20EPP.htm
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Santa Cruz, CA Santa Cruz Green Building 
Program

City 
Ordinance

M M LEED™ Municipal buildings 
and private 
developments 
receiving public 
money

LEED™ Silver 
certification required.

Santa Cruz Green Building 
Program

City 
Ordinance

C M LEED™ Private commerical 
developments; 
renovations larger 
than 1,000 SF

Accelerated permit 
processing for 
developments 
exceeding 33 LEED™ 
credits; green building 
award for projects 
exceeding 40 LEED™ 
credits.

LEED Certification not 
required. 7 LEED™ 
credits are required to 
obtain a building 
permit, 33 for 
accelerated permit 
processesing; 40 for 
Green Building Award. 
All projects must pay 
fee of .0025 times 
project's valuation into 
green buidling fund.

Santa Cruz Green Building 
Program

City 
Ordinance

MF / 
R

M Alameda County 
Waste Management 
Authority Green 
Building Guidelines

Single family 
construction and 
multifamily 
developments less 
than or equal to three 
stories above grade in 
height. For mult-
family projects, points 
are calculated on a 
per-unit basis

Accelerated permit 
processing for 
developments 
exceeding 30 points 
for the first 350 SF 
and 2.5 points per 
additional 100 SF. 
Green Building Award 
for developments 
exceeding 60 points 
for the first 350 SF 
and 3.5 points per 
additional 100 SF.

To receive building 
permit, projects must  
receive 10 points for 
the first 350 SF and 
1.5 points per 
additional 100 SF. All 
projects must pay fee 
of .0025 times project's 
valuation into green 
buidling fund.

Santa Cruz Green Building 
Program

City 
Ordinance

R M Alameda County 
Waste Management 
Authority Green 
Building Guidelines

Single family 
residential additions 
and remodeling 
projects greater than 
350 SF

Accelerated permit 
processing for 
developments 
exceeding 25 points 
for the first 350 SF 
and 1.9 points per 
additional 100 SF. 
Green Building Award 
for developments 
exceeding 35 points 
for the first 350 SF 
and 2.5 points her 
additional 100 SF.

To receive building 
permit, projects must  
receive 5 points for the 
first 350 SF and 1.1 
points per additional 
100 SF. All projects 
must pay fee of .0025 
times project's 
valuation into green 
buidling fund.

94

http://www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/pl/gbwg/gbwg.html
http://www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/
http://www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/pl/gbwg/AppendixA-GreenBuildingStds.pdf
http://www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/pl/gbwg/AppendixB-NewHomeGreenPointsChecklist.pdf
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Santa Monica, 
CA

Santa Monica Municipal Code 
Ch 8.108: Green Building 
Standards

City Code M / C 
/ MF

M LEED™ Building envelope, 
space-conditioning, 
lighting and service 
water-heating 
systems of all new 
buildings and existing 
buildings whose 
repair, alteration or 
rehabilitation costs 
exceed 50% of their 
replacement cost

LEED™ Silver 
Certification required

Residential Green Building 
Guide

City 
Program

R V Residential Green 
Building Guide

Residential new 
construction, 
additions, or 
remodels

The Residential Green 
Building Guide is a 91 
point checklist covering 
14 catagories. Guide 
only - not a certification 
program.

Santa Monica Municipal Code Municipal 
Code

C / 
MF / 
R

M Green features of 
various codes listed in 
one resource to 
facilitate builder 
compliance

Private developers Codes in: siting and 
form, landscape, 
transportation, 
envelope & space 
planning, materials, 
water systems, 
construction 
management, energy

City 
ordinance

C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED-NC™, LEED-
CS™, LEED-H™

Expedited plan 
checks for LEED™ 
registered projects

95

http://www.smgreen.org/whatsnew/green-building-ordinance/green-building-Ord-1-5-2002.pdf
http://greenbuildings.santa-monica.org/index.html
http://www.smgreen.org/whatsnew/green-building-ordinance/green-building-Ord-1-5-2002.pdf
http://www.smgreen.org/mainpages/whatsnew.htm
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Santa Monica, 
CA continued

Santa Monica Green Building 
LEED™ Grant Program

City 
program

C / 
MF 

V LEED™ All new construction 
or major remodel of 
commercial, 
affordable housing, 
mixed use, and multi-
family residential 
properties are eligible 
for LEED™ grants

Green Building 
Grants awarded to 
LEED™ projects: 
LEED™ Certified: 
$20,000
LEED™ Silver: 
$25,000
LEED™ Gold: 
$30,000
LEED™ Platinum: 
$35,000                    
Innovative 
Technology Grants 
involving energy 
efficiency or urban 
runoff mitigation 
grants up to $5,000 or 
50% of cost

50% comes from 
excess user utility 
rate taxes set aside 
during California's 
energy crisis when 
rates were higher 
than usual.  The 
remaining funds 
come from a water 
efficiency initiatves 
fund and from 
unrefunded 
construction and 
demolition waste 
deposits (those that 
don't adhere to the 
C&D recycling 
ordinace don't receive 
deposits back)

City of Santa Monica 
Energy and Green 
Building Programs

Grantees required to 
provide verification of 
LEED™ registration, 
execute a Letter of 
Agreement with the 
City, and receive their 
City building permit 
before any grant funds 
are released.       

Sustainable City Program Policy M / C 
/ MF / 
R / I

V LEED™ All buildings within 
Santa Monica

see above programs City of Santa Monica 
Environmental 
Programs Division

Target is to have 100% 
of all buildings 
constructed in the City 
greater than 10,000 SF 
and eligible for 
LEED™ certification to 
achieve certification or 
its equivalent by 2010. 
Of these, 20% should 
attain LEED™ Silver, 
10% Gold, and 2% 
Platinum.  In addition, 
50% of all new, eligible 
buildings less than 
10,000 SF constructed 
in 2010 shall achieve 
LEED™ certification or 
its equivalent. 

http://www.smgreen.org/mainpages/Details%20-%20LEED%20Grants.pdf
http://www.smgreen.org/mainpages/Details%20-%20LEED%20Grants.pdf
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Santa Rosa, CA Policy M M Santa Rosa Built It 
Green: four point 
areas in Energy 
Efficiency, Resource 
Conservation, Indoor 
Air Quality, and Water 
Efficiency.

Municipal buildings 
and remodeling 
projects greater than 
2,000 SF

City of Santa Rosa 
Green Building 
Project Management 
Team

Minimum required 
points: Energy 
Efficiency - 11 points 
(107 possible); 
Resource 
Conservation - 6 points 
(64 possible); Indoor 
Air Quality - 5 points 
(45 possible); Water 
Efficiency - 3 points 
(31 possible)

Policy M M LEED™ All municipal 
buildings larger than 
10,000 SF

see above Buildings smaller than 
10,000 SF encouraged 
to achieve as many 
LEED™ points and 
certification as possible

Santa Rosa Built It Green City 
Program

R V Santa Rosa Built It 
Green

Residential home 
remodeling and new 
construction

Education program 
for suppliers, builders, 
designers, and public; 
information sharing.

City of Santa Rosa 
Green Building 
Project Management 
Team

Sustainable Sarasota Resolution M M LEED-NC™, LEED-
CI™

All county municipal 
buildings

Sustainable Sarasota LEED™ Certification 
Required

Incentive C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED™, Florida 
Green Building 
Coalition's Green 
Homse Designation 
Standards

Private developments Fast-track building 
permitting, 50% 
reduction in building 
permit fee costs

Project must be 
LEED™ registered to 
apply for incentives

96

97 Sarasota 
County, FL

http://ci.santa-rosa.ca.us/default.aspx?PageId=257&NewsId=26572
http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/CD/main/comdev/advance/BEST/policy_maker_packet/G_B/SantaRosaGBPlan.pdf
http://www.builditgreen.org/
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1909
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1908
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Scottsdale Green Building 
Program

City Policy M M LEED™ All new municipal 
buildings of any size 
or type

LEED™ Gold 
certification required, 
LEED™ Platinum goal 
where resources 
permit. LEED-EB™ to 
be used in renovations 
where feasible. If 
project payback is 
determined to be 
greater than 5 years, 
City Council may 
choose another 
certification level.

Scottsdale Green Building 
Program

City Policy R V Scottsdale Green 
Building Checklist

One- and Two-family 
dwellings, multiple 
single family 
dwellings 
(townhouses and 
condominiums) 

Scottsdale developed 
their Green Building 
Checklist in 1998; 
updated in 2006 based 
upon LEED-H™ and 
other programs.

Scottsdale Green Building 
Program

City 
program

MF / 
R / C

V Projects are rated in 
the following areas: 
site use, energy, 
indoor air quality, 
building materials, 
solid waste, water

New Private 
residential and 
commercial 
developments and 
remodels

Development process 
assistance, 
construction job site 
signs, directory of 
participating builders 
and designers, 
certification (green 
building inspections), 
recognition of builders 
and designers

City staff Additional resources 
offered include: lecture 
series, workshops, 
special events, 
homeowner’s manual 
(explanation of 
features).

98 Scottsdale, AZ

http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/greenbuilding
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/greenbuilding
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/greenbuilding
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Seattle, WA Seattle Sustainable Building 
Policy

City Policy M M LEED™ City and city funded 
building projects over 
5,000 GSF

A Mayor's Award is 
presented for projects 
achieving a LEED™ 
rating level higher 
than Silver.

Seattle capital 
construction budget.

The City of Seattle 
created an 
interdepartmental 
"Green Building 
Team" with 
representatives (13 in 
all) from each of the 
following departments 
: Office of 
Sustainability and 
Environment ; Seattle 
Public Utilities; 
Seattle City Light; 
Fleet and Facilities 

LEED™ Silver  
required minimum.

Seattle Built Green Incentive 
Program

City 
program

MF V LEED™, Built 
Green™

Voluntary program for 
private sector new 
construction or major 
remodels of multi-
family projects five 
units or greater

Green buildings can 
qualify for funding 
based on point 
system (more funding 
for more points).  
Additional, optional 
incentives: technical 
assistance, charette 
facilitation assistance, 
assistance with 
maximizing financial 
assistance. 360 Built 
Green™ Points: 
$5000 plus $50/unit 
up to 100 units; or 
$10,000 plus $10/unit 
over 100 units; 
maximum of $15,000  
450 Built Green 
Points™ Points: 
$6,000 plus $65/unit 
up to 100 units; or 
$12,500 plus $10/unit 
over 100 units; 
maximum of $20,000.

Seattle City Light and 
Seattle Public Utilities

Seattle City Light, 
Seattle Green 
Building Team

For those seeking 
funding, Multifamily 
Checklist or Built 
Green Communities 
Checklist must be filled 
out.  Applicants must 
document installation, 
complete a Built 
Green™ Evaluation 
form, provide two 
years utility costs and 
operations data, and 
provide photos and 
data about the project 
and green features 
including utility bills.  
All eligible projects 
must receive 180 Built 
Green™ points 
between "Site and 
Water" and "Energy 
Efficiency" sections

99

http://www.cityofseattle.net/util/rescons/susbuild/policy.htm
http://www.cityofseattle.net/util/rescons/susbuild/policy.htm
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Seattle, WA
continued

2006 Density Bonus Program Incentive C / 
MF

V LEED™ Commerical, multi-
family residential, or 
mixed use buildings 
in the central office 
core and adjoining 
areas, including 
Denny Triangle and a 
portion of Belltown.

Greater building 
heights and/or greater 
floor area bonuses. 

Applicant must submit 
a letter of intent that 
communicates their 
commitment to achieve 
a LEED™ Silver, Gold 
or Platinum rating on 
their project before 
issuance of the Master 
Use Permit. To gain 
bonus, projects must 
achieve a LEED™ 
Silver Certification, as 
well as contribute to 
affordable housing and 
other public amenities.

Seattle LEED™ Incentive 
Program

City 
program

C V LEED™ Voluntary program for 
private sector 
construction or 
remodeling projects

Technical assistance, 
up to two design 
charettes, Incentives 
are individually 
negotiated.  Minimum 
basis is $15,000 for 
projects that commit 
to achieving a 
LEED™ Certified 
rating and $20,000 for 
projects that commit 
to achieving LEED™ 
Silver Certification

Seattle City Light and 
Seattle Public 
Utilities.

Seattle City Light and 
Seattle Public 
Utilities.

Projects must be 
registered with the 
USGBC. Required 
project documentation 
the same as that in the 
Seattle Build Green 
Incentive Program.

http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/stellent/groups/pan/@pan/@sustainableblding/documents/web_informational/dpdp_018423.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/GreenBuilding/MultifamilyResidential/IncentivesAssistance/default.asp
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Go Green Initiative City Policy M / C 
/ MF / 
R

V High-performance 
building standards 
incorporating LEED™

All municipal and 
private development

Municipal contruction 
to use high-
performance practices 
and materials 
"whenever possible"; 
highly encouraged for 
private development. 
LEED™ certification 
encouraged but not 
required. 

Go Green Initiative City Policy MF / 
R

M City's Green Building 
Guidelines based 
upon LEED™, Energy 
Star™, American 
Lung Association 
Health House™ 
Standards

Residential infill 
development

Residential Infill 
development must 
follow green building 
guidelines, conduct 
efficiency tests, and 
submit reports to the 
city.

101 St. Louis, MO City Bill M M LEED™ New construction 
over 5,000 SF

LEED-NC™ Silver 
certification required in 
new construction; 
LEED-CI™, LEED-
EB™ to be used in 
retrofit and renovation 
projects whenever 
practicable.

102 Suffolk County, 
NY

Suffolk County Green Building 
Initiative

County 
Resolution

M M LEED™ All County building 
projects of $1 million 
or more

LEED™  Certification 
required.

100 Shaker 
Heights, OH

http://www.shakeronline.com/Media/PDFs/Uploader/6302003143130402greenbldg.pdf
http://www.shakeronline.com/Media/PDFs/Uploader/6302003143130402greenbldg.pdf
http://stlcin.missouri.org/Document/aldermen/PDF/BB323CS-wd13.pdf
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1367
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Sustainable Development and 
Green Buildings Policy

City Policy M V LEED™ LEED™ certification 
must be considered 
for municipal facilities 
over 10,000 SF

LEED™ will be 
pursued to the greatest 
extent practical.

Sustainable Development and 
Green Buildings Policy

City 
Ordinance

C / I V LEED™ All non-residential 
buildings

5% Floor Area Ratio 
(FAR) bonus for 
LEED™ Certified 
commerical and 
industrial buildings; 
education and 
resources.

LEED™ promoted for 
all commercial and 
industrial buildings. 
LEED™ registration 
required for FAR 
bonus

Sustainable Development and 
Green Buildings Policy, Build It 
Green™

City Policy R V Build It Green™ 
Green Points

Single family 
residential buildings

Education programs, 
consultation, Build It 
Green™ materials 
database

Build It Green™ Green 
Points program based 
off of the Alameda 
County Waste 
Management 
Authority’s Home 
Remodeling: Green 
Building Guidelines

104 Syracuse, NY Proclama-
tion

M M LEED™ All new municipal 
construction and 
remodels

LEED™ certification at 
certified level required, 
higher certification 
levels encouraged.

105 Tampa Bay, FL Channel District Redevelopment 
Plan

Municipal 
Code

C / 
MF / I

V LEED™ Private buildings 
within the Channel 
Planning District

Private developments 
achieving LEED™ 
Certification may 
apply for Floor Area 
Ratio and building 
height bonuses

LEED™ one of several 
elements of 
consideration for FAR 
bonus. Others include: 
affordable housing, 
bicycle accomodation, 
school contribution, 
transit support, and 
public parking.

103 Sunnyvale, CA

http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Departments/Community+Development/Planning+Division/Planning-Green+Buildings.htm
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Departments/Community+Development/Planning+Division/Planning-Green+Buildings.htm
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Departments/Community+Development/Planning+Division/Planning-Green+Buildings.htm
http://www.syracuse.ny.us/mayorDocs/2/LEED%20Proc%20Final.pdf
http://www.tampagov.net/dept_economic_and_urban_development/files/Channel_%20District/Final_Strategic_Action_Plan/5_Chapter%20.pdf
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Building 
Codes

MF M LEED™, Telluride 
Green Building 
Checklist

New residential 
developments greater 
than 3 units

Mulit-tiered point 
requirements based 
upon building SF. Point 
categories include: 
average unit size, 
energy efficiency, local 
materials and labor, 
indoor air quality, 
waste reduction, water 
reduction; checklist to 
be updated annually. 
Green Building 
Resource Guide 
available offering point-
by-point rationale and 
guide to local/regional 
resources.  Projects 
achieving LEED™ 
Certification are 
exempt from the 
checklist requirements.

Building 
Codes

R M Telluride Green 
Building Checklist

New residential 
developments of 3 
units or less and 
additions of any size,  
interior remodels and 
detached garages 
greater than 500 SF

see above; checklist 
modified for multi-unit 
buildings. Project 
achieving LEED™ 
Certification are 
exempt from the 
checklist requirements.

106 Telluride, CO

http://www.town.telluride.co.us/home/index.asp?page=311
http://www.town.telluride.co.us/home/index.asp?page=311
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107 Triangle J 
Council of 
Govern-
ments

Triangle Region Public facilities: 
High Performance Guidelines

Guidelines M V Point system based 
on LEED™ for goal 
setting, self 
evaluation, and data 
collection purposes

Public buildings 
owned by local 
governments and 
schools in the region 
served by Triangle J 
Council of 
Governments in North 
Carolina (Chatham, 
Durham, Johnston, 
Lee, Orange, and 
Wake counties)

108 Tucson, AZ Resolution M M LEED™ All new construction, 
major additions, and 
renovations over 
5,000 SF

LEED™ Silver 
Certification required. 
New buildings must 
achieve 50% energy 
savings from ASHRAE 
90.1 -2001, and 
achieve a minimum of 
7 LEED™ credits 
between EA1 and EA2. 
Existing buildings must 
achieve 9 LEED™ 
credits between EA1 
and EA2. Higher 
certification levels 
(gold and platinum) 
required when 
resources and 
conditions permit.

http://www.tucsonmec.org/pdf/2003IECCSESsustainFnlDRAFToct.pdf
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109 Tybee Island, 
GA

Green Building Policy City Policy M M LEED™ All new city buildings LEED™ Silver 
Cerfitication required; 
strive for highest 
certification possible 
when project resources 
and conditions permit. 
If estimated payback 
period of increased 
building costs to meet 
LEED™ Silver 
standard is greater 
than 5 years, City Staff 
may recommend 
different certification 
level. 

110 Greater 
Vancouver 
Region, BC

Greater Vancouver Regional 
District

Resolution M M LEED-BC™ All new Greater 
Vancouver Regional 
District facilities 
greater than 500 
square meters

Greater Vancouver 
Regional District staff

LEED-BC™ Gold 
certification required. 
LEED-BC™ Energy 
Section must include 
points to ensure 30% 
energy reduction below 
code.

Washington, 
DC

District of Columbia Green 
Building Act of 2005

City Policy M M LEED™ All new District owned 
buildings, and 
projects receiving 
District funding, 
sponsoring, or 
subsidy, over 20,000 
GSF

LEED™ Silver 
minimum certification 
required. In 2008, 
standard is increased 
to LEED™ Gold and 
include 4 energy 
optimization 
performance credits. 
Gold and Platinum 
certifications 
encouraged to 
maximum extent 
feasible. 

District of Columbia Green 
Building Act of 2005

City Policy C M LEED™ Private projects  
receiving District 
funding, sponsoring, 
or subsidy, over 
20,000 gross SF

see above

111

http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=1987
http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/ctyclerk/cclerk/20040708/pedec.htm
http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/images/00001/20051121092037.pdf
http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/images/00001/20051121092037.pdf
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Washington, 
DC contined

District of Columbia Green 
Building Act of 2005

City Policy M M LEED-EB™ All renovations on 
District buildings 
affecting 20,000 GSF

LEED-EB™ 
Certification required. 
In 2008, standard is 
increased to LEED-
EB™ Silver.  In 2010: 
all district-owned 
buildings built before 
2005 must achieve an 
Energy Star rating 
greater than 75 and 4 
LEED-EB™ energy 
optimization 
perfomance credits.

District of Columbia Green 
Building Act of 2005

City Policy C / 
MF

M LEED™ All non-District 
sponsored projects 
requiring a certificate 
of occupancy

LEED™ Certification 
required beginning 
2008. Buildings must 
submit Green Buliding 
checklist including 
measures to achieve 
LEED™ and Energy 
Star Certifications. 
Projects must include 
4 LEED™ energy 
optimization 
performance credits. In 
2010 standard 
increases to LEED™ 
Silver, and achieve an 
Energy Star rating 
greater than 75.

District of Columbia Green 
Building Act of 2005

City Policy C M LEED™ Private non-
residential buildings 
greater than 50,000 
GSF

Starting Jan 2009 all 
projects must submit a 
LEED™ checklist to 
receive a building 
permit. Starting Jan 
2012, all covered 
buildings must achieve 
LEED™ Certification.

District of Columbia Green 
Building Act of 2006: Green 
Building Incentive Program

City Policy C / 
MF / 
R / I

V LEED™ Private projects 
seeking LEED™ 
certification may 
apply for expedited 
permit review

http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/images/00001/20051121092037.pdf
http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/images/00001/20051121092037.pdf
http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/images/00001/20051121092037.pdf
http://www.dccouncil.washington.dc.us/images/00001/20061201163509.pdf
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West 
Hollywood, CA

Ordinance M / 
MF

M LEED™ All municpal new 
construction, 
renovations, or public 
building tenant 
improvements, 
greater than 10,000 
SF

LEED™  certification 
required.

Municipal 
Code

C / 
MF

M LEED™ , West 
Hollywood Green 
Building Program

All new commercial  
development or 
residential 
developments with 3 
or more units

All projects must 
submit an initial green 
building plan and a 
follow-up after 
construction. Buildings 
must achieve 60 points 
in the West Hollywood 
Green Buildling 
Program or achieve 
LEED™ certification. If 
LEED™ certification is 
pursued, developer 
must retain a LEED 
AP, register the project 
with the USGBC, and 
submit LEED™ 
checklist and 
documentation with 
initial green building 
plan.

112

http://www.weho.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/detailgroup/navid/53/cid/4493
http://www.weho.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/DetailGroup/navid/53/cid/4493/
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Municipal 
Code

C V West Hollywood 
Green Building 
Program

All new commercial 
and mixed use 
developments 
achieving greater 
than 90 points in the 
West Hollywood 
Green Building 
Program

Optional incentives 
include: 0.1 FAR 
(floor-area ratio) 
bonus; reduced 
parking requirement; 
small lots with alley 
access may reduce 
parking by 50%; 
expedited permitting. 

All new developments 
and remodels must 
follow an 18-point 
guidline including the 
following: 80% 
construction waste 
recycling; photovoltaic 
ready design; 
construction air quality 
management plan; low 
VOC interior finishes; 
CA energy efficiency 
standards; Energy Star 
appliances;  permeable 
surfacing, landscaping, 
stormwater runoff and 
water conservation 
targets; others.

Municipal 
Code

MF V West Hollywood 
Green Building 
Program

All new multi family 
residential and mixed 
use developments 
achieving greater 
than 90 points in the 
West Hollywood 
Green Building 
Program

Some optional 
incentives include: 
reduced parking 
requirement;50% 
vegetated green roof 
meets common open 
space requirements; 
or use of setbacks as 
required common 
space allotment.

see above

113 Whatcom 
County, WA

Whatcom County Green 
Building Resolution

Resolution M / C 
/ MF

M LEED™ All new and 
renovated city 
projects over 5,000 
SF and projects for 
which the city 
provides the majority 
of funding.

LEED™ Silver 
certification is required 
for buildings greater 
than 5,000 SF. 
Resolution also 
promotes LEED™  for 
private sector 
development not 
receiving municipal 
funding.

http://www.weho.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/DetailGroup/navid/53/cid/4493/
http://www.weho.org/index.cfm/fuseaction/DetailGroup/navid/53/cid/4493/
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/council/2005/res/res2005-028.pdf



