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Introduction 

• Why People Preserve 

• State/Federal Law Protecting Historic     

Properties 

• Funding Sources – Historic 

Preservation 



Why People Preserve? 

• Aesthetics (Charm, Beauty, Stories, 

Tradition)  

• Information – Academic – What can 

we learn? 

• Economics – Preservation Pays! 



Why Do People Preserve? 

• Aesthetic 
– Beauty and 

Charm 

• Economics  

– Tax Credits 

– Sometimes 
Cheaper 

– Impossible 
to replace 
materials 

 



Cole Watch Tower 

Town of Omro 

Built 1870/1935 



Skeleton Bridge School   

Town of Vinland 

Built c. 1858 

Purchased 1980 – Robert Plummer 

Restored to its 1940s appearance 



Lasley’s Point  Archaeological Site 

Town of Winneconne 



Asylum Point Lighthouse 

Town of Oshkosh 

Eureka Lock 

 Town of Rushford 

Heritage Tourism 



Heritage Tourism –  

State Historic Markers 

Town of Winchester Town of Wolf River 



Economics – Income Producing 

Tax Credits 
 

Built 1927  

Art Deco 

Raulf Hotel/Mainview Apts 

City of Oshkosh 



Imig Block 

Sheboygan 

www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/buildings/restorations/imigblock.asp 

Before 

After 

Economics – Income Producing 

Tax Credits 



Economics – Income Producing 

Tax Credits 

Hefty-Blum Farmstead, 

Town of Washington, 

Green County 



Tradition – Larsons Airplane Hangar 

Town of Clayton 

Opened 1923 

Damaged Sept 2, 2011 

Once the 

Center of 

Aviation in 

Wisconsin 



??? - Augustin Grignon Hotel 

Town of Winneconne 

Built 1843 

c. 1984 after grant 

from our office 

Oct. 2011 



Economics -  

Historic Homeowners Tax Credits  

Built 1848 

Greek Revival 

Gordon Vining House 

Town of Neenah 



Black Oak School 

Town of Nekimi 

Built c. 1900 

Listed in the National Register - 1987 



Henry Ellis House 

Town of Rushford 

National Register Questionnaire – 

Considered Eligible 

1974 Photo 



State/National Register vs.  

Local Landmarking 
• State/National Register of Historic Places 

– Nomination per joint State/Federal Program 

– No regulatory control over private property 

– Mostly a benefit program – i.e. Tax Credits 

• Local Landmarking 

– Designation per municipal ordinance 

– Usually triggered by building permits 

– Limited to exteriors 



 

www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/register/ 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/register/




 

www.wisconsinhistory.org/ahi/ 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/ahi/


 

wisahrd.org/v2/Login.aspx 

http://wisahrd.org/v2/Login.aspx


Known Historic Resources in 

Rural Winnebago County 



Section 106 National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 
• If a property listed or eligible for listing is potentially 

affected by a federal undertaking, the federal agency 

must consult with the State Historic Preservation Office 

to avoid, limit or mitigate adverse effects. 

Federal Building, Rhinelander Federal Building, Wausau 



 

Undertakings That May Affect Historic Properties  

  Ground-Disturbing Activities 

  Structure/Setting-Related Activities 

  Property Acquisition/Transfer 



Section 106 National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 
• Federal agency is responsible to survey potentially-

eligible historic properties (buildings and archaeology) 

in the “area of potential effect.” 

Honey Creek Parkway Oak Creek Parkway 



Section 106 National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966 

Federal Agency 

must consult with 

“Consulting 

Parties” e.g. 

Historic 

Preservation 

Commissions 

www.achp.gov/docs/CitizenGuide.pdf 



Julius and Sophia Strusinsky Farmstead  

 Town of Wolf River – CTH H  

Built 1868 

1995 Photo 

Determined Eligible - 1995 



Frederick Hanson House  

Town of Algoma – STH 21 

Section 106 

Built c. 1850 

Determined Eligible 1986 



Wis. Stats. 44.40 

State agency decisions; negotiation. 
Each state agency shall consider whether any proposed action of 

the state agency will affect any historic property that is a listed 

property, on the inventory . . .   If the state agency determines that 

its proposed action will affect any historic property, it shall notify 

the officer.  



Wis. Stats. 66.1111 Historic properties 

4) Consideration of effects on historic properties.  

(a) In the earliest stage of planning any action related to the 

following, a political subdivision shall determine if its proposed 

action will affect any historic property which is a listed property:  

(b) A political subdivision shall notify the state historic 

preservation officer of any proposed action which it determines 

under par. (a) would affect any historic property.  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/66.1111%284%29%28a%29


Wis. Stats. 66.1111(3)(b)   

Ownership, use and disposition of property 

If the political subdivision conveys historic property, the 

political subdivision shall obtain a conservation easement 

under s. 700.40 to protect the historic character and 

qualities of the property.  

640 and 646 E. Gorham Street, Madison 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/700.40


Wis. Stats 120.12(21) 

Consideration of effects on historic properties 

(a) In the earliest stage of planning any action related to the following, determine if its 

proposed action will affect any historic property that is a listed property, as defined 

under s. 44.31 (4).  

(b) Notify the state historic preservation officer of any proposed action that the 

school board determines under par. (a) would affect any historic property.  

 

Read School, 

Oshkosh, WI 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/44.31%284%29
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/120.12%2821%29%28a%29


Funding Sources 

Property 
Tax 

Exemptions 

Indian Lake 

Dodge County  



Funding Sources 

Jeffris Family Foundation 

$332,500  

Stoughton Opera 

House 

$175,000  

MLS&W #63  

Gundry House 

Mineral Point $300,000 



Funding Sources 

Hoover Boathouse, 

Madison Streetlights, Columbus 

State Agencies 
WisDOT/Local  
Enhancements 

$400,000 

$300,000 



Asylum Point Lighthouse 

Town of Oshkosh 

Built .c 1937 

Not Listed in National Register 

Eureka Lock & Lock Tender’s House 

 Town of Rushford 

Built 1876 

Listed in National Register - 1976 

Candidates for Transportation 

Enhancement Funding? 



WisDOT/Local Enhancements 

National Trust 

for Historic 

Preservation 



Funding Sources 
State Agencies - Dept. of Commerce 

City Hall, Columbus $250,000 



Funding Sources 
State Agencies - Dept. of Commerce 

Sherman Perk, 

Milwaukee 

$100,000 

$30,000 



Honey Creek Swiss Rural Historic District, Sauk County 

St. Loretto’s 

USDA - 

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 

Funding Sources 



Funding Sources 

Orpheum Theater, 

Madison 

Small Business Administration 

504 Loan Program 

www.sba.gov/wi 

Hotel Ruby Marie  

Madison 



Acquisition 

Archaeology 

Conservancy 

Funding Sources 

www.americanarchaeology.com

/aaabout.html 



Thank You! 

Collecting, Preserving and Sharing Stories Since 1846 


